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Context

Facts

Hormuz holds key to peace in expanding war

US's threaten-and-

retreat cycle has run out of
road and that reopening the
Strait of Hormez-on terms

that accept Iran's control

of it - is now the only realistic
route back to peace.

·
Trump has halted planned

· Iran's embargo has neutralised

military strikes against Saudi's East-west pipeline

Iran on 6 distinct occasions plan to bypass Hormuz,

since the war began. forcing it to said around Africa.

· Iran has announced a tentative agreement with Oman on

a bilateral transit corridor , but says maritime security is

impossible until the us lifte the naval blockade.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

six months of bombing have bought us nothing that matters :
it cannot invade

,
its precision munitions are running low,

and every threatened strike
ends in retreat once Gulf Capitals

plead for their refineries and desalination plants . Iran has

quietly converted geography into the decisive weapon-by

holding Hormuz shut & stretching the war though the
Houthis & Iraqi militias ,

it has made Gulf energy hostage
everywhere , not just inside the strait . This is why the real

question has shifted from whether Iran controls Hormuz

to how that control gets regularised and the Oman corridor

is the first draft of that answer.

"Resolving the Hormuz deadlock offers the only plausible

path for USA & Iran to resume negotiations on nuclear
and other issues .

"

-

R. Swaminathan
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Context

Facts

A new security triangle emerges with the Makkah pact

The new Saudi-

Turkiye-Pakistan defence

pact is a "Muslim NATO"

in the making or just

anxious Saudi security

shopping , and what either

answer means for India.

· Pakistan has a 900km border India is the world's third

with Iran and a large Shia largest crude importer &
minoritya began Free Trade slated to drive global

agreement discussions with Iran demand for the next

the same week , despite us 15 years ; it is Saudi's

sanctions , the MJDA & SDMA . 2nd largest trading partner.
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Verbatim Quotes

Read the MJDA not as a "Muslim NATO" but as the third

layer of Saudi hedging in one year ; SMDA , then the maritime

MMDA
,
now this bought by a kingdom that trusts neither

us protection nor Iranian restraint . Its Article 5-style
clause is hollowed out by everything the text refuses to

say
: no named threat , no link to the GCC

, OIC or Arab

League , no invitation to anyone else. Structurally the pact
works only in a low-burn war : all out war makes partners

hesitate to fight their neighbour , and peace makes it

superfluous. For India , the correct posture is watchfulness
without overreaction - Riyadh's economic stakes in India

are too large to underwrite Pakistani adventurism.

"Riyadh find ties with India uncluttered by extraneous
contradictions . India is a geo-strategically safe bet

for the turbulent Gulf."
- Mahesh Sachdev
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Context

Facts

EC’s real test - Winning the confidence of  the opposition

Election Commission's

constitutional duty is

asymmetric by design and

today's EC is failing the

harder half of that test.

· The framers deliberately * In
T

. N. Seshan vs. Union

placed the EC Beyond of India , the supreme

executive's reach as an Court held an independent

independent constitutional Ec indispensable to free

authority protecting & fair elections , which

integrity of elections. form part of basic structure.
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Analytical Crux
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The central claim is that EC neutrality is asymmetric by
design : the ruling party already commands the state machinery,
so treating both sides "equally" actually favours power .
That is why the MCCs most important chapter regulates
the Party in Power

,
while the Commission's daily conduct

musl-reassure the opposition - recognising the asymmetry
does not compromise neutrality , it fulfile it. Independence
here is behavioural

,
not merely legal : arm's length distance

from the executive , instant hearings , small accommodations
that buy large legitimacy . The health test of the referre
is the loser's confidence - and when two dozen parties

Bypass the EC for the CJI , that test is being failed.

"Most defeated candidates can accept defeat . What they
find difficult to accept is the feeling that nobody
listened to them before they last ."

-

sY Quraishi
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	•	GS-2 2025 (15m): "Energy security constitutes the dominant kingpin of 
India's foreign policy, and is linked with India's overarching influence in 
Middle Eastern countries." How would you integrate energy security with 
India's foreign policy trajectories in the coming years?

• PSIR 2023, Paper II (15m): What are the challenges and limitations in 
India-Iran relations? 

	•	PSIR 2024, Paper II (15m): Do you agree with the view that the USA 
uses NATO as a traditional tool of strategy to perpetuate its hegemony in 
the world?

• PSIR 2025, Paper II (10m): Would you agree with the contention that 
India's inclination to lean on a 'more aggressive hyper-realist posture' has 
gained a new momentum in the aftermath of the Pahalgam terrorist strike?

	•	PSIR 2025, Paper I (15m): There is a debate on the procedure for 
appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner and Election 
Commissioners to the Election Commission of India. Analyse its various 
aspects.

	•	GS-2 2025, (10m): Discuss the 'corrupt practices' for the purpose of the 
Representation of the People Act, 1951.








