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Context

Facts

The Arctic shortcut - China’s northern sea route

What a China's

shorter, Russia-dependent

corridor means for global

trade
, for Sino-Russian

ties
,
the Arctic

environment and for Europe.

· Northern Sea route runs along · China's sealegend shipping
Russia's Arctic coastline from plans & scheduled voyages
the Bering Strait to Barents in the 2026 using Tmedium

Sea
, connecting to Northern Europe . capacity container vessels.

· Polar Silk Road : Arctic arm of the Belt and Road

Initiative
,
articulated in China's 2018 Arctic White Paper.
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The Arctic route is not a rival to suez ; it is insurance against
Suer

,
and the shift to look from efficiency to resilience in

how states think about trade routes . China's achievement is

converting a climate outcome into a strategic asset, but the

asset sits entirely inside Russian jurisdiction , so every sailing
is a transaction in Russian concent managed though
Rosatom . The environmental claim must be handled with

care because a shorter voyage
burns less fuel overall

while black carbon deposited on ice speeds up the meeting
that opened the route. The trade security is built by
holding several routes at once and is the same logic
behind Chabahar

, the INSTC and IMEC.

"For Beijing , the Northern Sea route represents diversification
rather than replacement. The future of maritime trade will

be defined not by one dominant route
,

but by a network

of strategic alternatives .

"

- Dr. Siddhartha Dave
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Turkiye, Saudi Arabia and the Mecca Pact

Twkey, Saudi

Arabiao the Mesca

Pact : From strategic

suspicion to strategic

necessity
.

· 2014-26 altered regional power's calculations : ISIS and

the Syrian-Iraqi upheavals , the Ukraine war, the Gaza

was , and the present Iran-US-Israel confrontation.

⑧ Saudi Arabia's offer : capital, ⑧ Tukey's offer : a large conven-

markets
, energy , defence tional military , an expanding

cooperation · strategic geography defence industry , experience
& access to the Gulf. in drones & electronic warfare.
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Turkey has stopped seeking admission to the West & started

seeking centrality across a wider geography , while Saudi Arabia

stopped relying on a single security guarantor and started

building redundancy.
Neither has left NATO or abandoned US,

which is exactly why the "Muslim NATO" label misreads

the arrangement . It is only a shared calculation that rivalry
has become costlier than cooperation . Turkey converts stalled

European identity into Islamic world leverage , while Saudi

Arabia gets a capable partner that is easier to accommodate

than the Brotherhood or a competing Arab centre. The Turkey
Saudi-Pakistan security triangle changes the arithmetic in

the Gulf , which is important for India's energy , diaspora

and trade interests.

"This is not a retreat from the West . It is an expansion

beyond the West. It has stopped believing that its strategic
future can be defined by the West alone ."

- It . Gen Syed Ata Hashain
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India’s democracy needs different electoral rhythms

One Nation, One Election

misunderstands how a parliamentary

system actually works ,
that it

would subordinate the state's to

Delhi's political calendar.

· In a combined ballot : national parties with larger finances
and media presence overshadow regional players , and local

grievances get subsumed by nationalthetoric .

· Creates truncated , "lame-duck" administrations whose

bureaucrats
, police I opponents run down the clock instead

of committing to long-term policy.

· A collapse in Delhi would dissolve stable state assemblies

by operation of law - the antifederal consequence.
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Fixed tume belong to a presidential system where the

executive holds an independent mandate . Grafting them into
a parliamentary system where the executive survives only on

the confidence of the House produces stunted houses and

insecure governments. The federal damage follows from the
same graft , because once a state assembly can be dissolved
on account of a coalition collapse in Delhi , the state's mandate

becomes derivative of the Union's rather than sovereign in its

own right. The frequent elections are a price paid for

accountability and not an administrative failure , since they
force representatives back to voters in the years between

general elections.

"Federalism is not a mere administrative arrangement ;
it is a vital mechanism for culturalI political

accommodation .

"

- Shashi Tharoor
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	•	GS-2 2025 (15m): "Energy security constitutes the dominant kingpin of 
India's foreign policy, and is linked with India's overarching influence in 
Middle Eastern countries." How would you integrate energy security with 
India's foreign policy trajectories in the coming years?

• PSIR 2023, Paper II (15m): What are the challenges and limitations in 
India-Iran relations? 

	•	PSIR 2024, Paper II (15m): Do you agree with the view that the USA 
uses NATO as a traditional tool of strategy to perpetuate its hegemony in 
the world?

• PSIR 2025, Paper II (10m): Would you agree with the contention that 
India's inclination to lean on a 'more aggressive hyper-realist posture' has 
gained a new momentum in the aftermath of the Pahalgam terrorist strike?

	•	PSIR 2025, Paper I (15m): There is a debate on the procedure for 
appointment of the Chief Election Commissioner and Election 
Commissioners to the Election Commission of India. Analyse its various 
aspects.

	•	GS-2 2025, (10m): Discuss the 'corrupt practices' for the purpose of the 
Representation of the People Act, 1951.






