
13529 August 2026

Tricky balance in BRICS : 
Telegraph India

A shared disaster, beyond 
borders & geopolitics:  

The Hindu

Economy weathered 
West Asia shock : Indian 

Express



PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

Context

Facts

Tricky balance in BRICS

India hosts 18th

BRICS Summit and New

Delhi's task is to keep

the grouping focused on

economic cooperation without

letting it into an anti-

western bloc.

* India's fourth BRICS presidency theme : "Building for
Resilience

,
Innovation, Cooperation & Sustainability .

"

* India's three working pillars : shock-resistant supply
chains ; innovation and digital integration led by Digital
Public Infrastructure and Cooperation i. e. reformed
multilateralism.



Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes
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India's BRICS problem is not about what BRICS should

demand
,
but about what it can agree on . Every member

wants the global order rewritten but they want it
rewritten in different directions. So India's presidency
is built on the low-politics floor i. e. supply chains ,

payments , the NDB where consensus is still reachable,

and away from the high-politic ceiling where it

collapses. The argument is that India is a reformist
inside the order , not a challenger to it, which is what

separates New Delhi from Moscow and Tehran inside

the same 100m.

ce
The trick for India will be to maintain its reformist
orientation amid the divergent political preferences of an

increasingly heterogeneous membership .
"
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Context

Facts

A shared disaster, beyond borders & geopolitics

A glacial collapse
on the Nepal-China border

has devastated all three

neighbours at once , If exposes

how little institutional

cooperation India, Nepal &

China have built.

* Gyinong Port : largest land trade port in the Tibet

Autonomous Region and the Nepal-China gateway built

at a cost of $175 .
8 million buried under sediment

and debeis.

* India activated Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster

Relief (HADR) : IAF sent medical supplies , rations , tents .
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The Himalayar border is drawn on maps , not on watersheds,

and a glacier proved it in 90 seconds . India, Nepal and

China spend their diplomatic energy competing over

Kathmandu
,
and all three lost people , power & infrastructure.

Geopolitics should be set aside and keeps realpolitik in

the picture . There is no shared early-warning , no cross-

border data sharing I no joint response protocol . India's

response was fast and generous , but it was relief , not

architecture. The trilateral cooperation is needed on the

low-politics floor of hazard monitoring & disaster response.

"The natural world does not recognise political boundaries

in the same way that the custodians of nation-states do .
"

"The fickleness of nature , fragility of human life , and

the physical interconnections inextricably link the

three countries .

"

- Bhaskar Koirala
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Context

Facts

Economy weathered West Asia shock

India's economy came

through the Middle East conflict

far better than feared but the

pick-up is cyclical I borrowed,

and the structural machinery
has not moved.

* India imported 17 % more energy than normal last quarter

& fiscal absorbed the bulk of the oil price shock to

insulate the private sector.

* Goods exports down from 17* Central capex growth
collapsed from 30 % to 11 % of GDP ; service export

(2020- 23) to 1 . 6 % growth halved from 16 to

(2025)
. O per cent.
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India absorbed an oil shock without losing growth , and
that is a real achievement but state paid for it. Strip
out the tax cuts

,
the rate cuts and the credit surge and

what remains is an investment rate that has not moved in

a decade. Capacity utilisation frozen at three-quarters ,
and central capex growth that has fallen from 30 % to

under 2%. Firms will not build until they can see

demand
,
and demand depends on household borrowing rather

than household income , which is the fragile version of
consumption. The old prescriptions of education , skilling,
health , labour law , tariff and regulatory rationalisation
are unglamorous , and they are still the answer.

"In a world where At is sucking up capital , white-collar

jobs are threatened ,
trade is getting more fragmented and

weaponised , and the global order has broken down , the

ask is only getting more daunting .

"

- Sajid 2. Chinoy
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• PSIR 2025, Paper II: "Discuss the potential role India can play in 
initiating a possible phase of trilateral economic engagement among India, 
China and Nepal."

• GS 2025, Paper III: "What are the challenges before the Indian economy 
when the world is moving away from free trade and multilateralism to 
protectionism and bilateralism? How can these challenges be met?"

• PSIR 2024, Paper II: "Discuss the potential role that India could play as 
the leader of the Global South in realising the goal of establishing a new 
international economic order in the 21st century."

• GS 2024, Paper III: "Discuss the merits and demerits of the four 'Labour 
Codes' in the context of labour market reforms in India. What has been the 
progress so far in this regard?"

• PSIR 2023, Paper II: "Narrate the various ways in which rapid 
environmental degradation is posing a serious threat to human security. 
Illustrate your answer with suitable examples."

• GS 2023, Paper III: "Most of the unemployment in India is structural in 
nature. Examine the methodology adopted to compute unemployment in the 
country and suggest improvements."








