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Context

Facts

Mecca accord and India’s energy security

Saudi Arabia, Turkey &
Pakistan have signed a joint

defence agreement , and India
should judge it by Riyadh
needs for a growing Indian

oil market it cannot afford
to lose

.

* India imports : Umb/d and a oil peaked at $147 barrel

is only large oil market lover $200 today) against
projected to cross10mb/d about $90 now : despite worst

of imports in 20 years. gulf disruption since WWII .

* Oil consumption in European countries and Japan fallen

consistently over four decades : China's demand growth
is slowing
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The understood way
to read Meeca pact is though Pakistan

i. e . a new alliance and new threat . But it can be viewed

though the oil market instead . When the world is well

supplied with oil , the scarce thing is no longer the barel

but the buyer , and India is the only large buyer still

growing . That inverts the old logic of the Gulf . Riyadh

now needs Indian demand more than India needs any

supplier , so it will not put that market at risk to help

a client state. Therefore , a security agreement between

three states does not by itself rearrange a region and

the pact cannot be called an Islamic NATO.

"Economics often trumps strategy and instead of supplier-

security , it is demand-security that will be a major concern.

- Amit Bhandai
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Context

Facts

The mountains have sounded a warning, we ignore it at our peril

The Himalaya has

been warning us for decades

though repeated disasters

but construction
, pligrimage

trafficI hydropower have

carried on regardless.

* Nepal flood described as glacial lake outburst flood (GLOF) :

glacier fragment blocks a river
,
a lake forms , its loose

banks burst , and the water hurtles downstream .

* 5000 glacial lakes in the * chain of warnings ignored :

Himalaya : 500 as hazardous Kedarnath 2013 ; Chamoli 2026 ;

and at least 30 recorded South Lhonak/Teesta-Il 2023 ;

GLOFs since last century . Dharali 2025 ; Rasuwa 2026 .
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The argument is not that Himalaya is dangerous but warnings

keep arrivingI building keeps going . Kedarnath 2013 produced
rules on carrying capacity and a 500m setback from river

banks
,
and the hotels came back . Chamoli and Teesta-I

_

destroyed hydropower projects and more hydropower followed.
This is a governance failure rather than a natural one.

Hazard is mapped , known & demonstrated and it is state's

decisions that turn a natural event into a disaster. The

cross-border layer is what lifts it from environment into

foreign policy . India and China share no regular early-
warning mechanism and the Medog dam is rising on the

Brahmaputra's great bend beside a fault line. However, no
lessons have been learntI mountain generations will pay price.

"The mountains have sounded loud warning of catastrophic
times to come . Human greedI cupidity have continued

to provoke the fury of the mountains. "
-Shyam Saran
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Context

Facts

The untold cold war story of  the Indus treaty

Indus Waters Treaty
of 1960 not as water-sharing
agreement but as a cold war

bargain , in which Nehre , Ayub
Khan & Eisenhower brought
different idea of security to

the same table.

* The Indus Basin Development Fund pooled : US , UK, Canada ,

Australia
,
New Zealand and West Germany with India and

Pakistan over a billion dollars .

* Time magazine called : encounter a "Baby Summit Meeting"
in the context of "Asia's own cold was."

* 1951 : Lilienthal reframes Indus as an engineering problem ;
World Bank President Eugene Black brings in the world

Bank's good offices.



PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The Indus Waters Treaty is taught as proof that India &

Pakistan can cooperate . Each side signed to guard against

a specific fear i. e. Pakistan against an upstream neighbour
with geographical advantage , India against unpredictability

in a hostile relationship and World Bank supplied money

that made a physical division of the rivers possible . US

wanted a stable subcontinent
,
so development finance did

the work that diplomacy could not. Therefore , Treaty should

carry both halves i . e. the engineering was clever , and the

quarrel it was built to bypan never went anywhere.

"History demands to be looked at twice .
The civil authority

is I must remain , supreme .
There is a need for development

diplomacy as much as water diplomacy .

"

- Uttam Sinha
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• GS 2025, Paper II: "Energy security constitutes the dominant kingpin of 
India's foreign policy, and is linked with India's overarching influence in 
Middle Eastern countries." How would you integrate energy security with 
India's foreign policy trajectories in the coming years?

• PSIR 2025, Paper II: India maintains strong ties with countries that will 
assure a free and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater connectivity with 
rest of the world. Analyze.

• PSIR 2025, Paper II: Discuss the potential role India can play in initiating 
a possible phase of trilateral economic engagement among India, China and 
Nepal. 

• PSIR 2025, Paper II: Critically analyze the different phases of India's 
foreign policy since independence. How justified is S. Jaishankar's 
classification of the current phase as the phase of 'energetic diplomacy'?

• PSIR 2023, Paper II: "During the Cold War, the Non-Aligned Movement 
tried to become a 'Third force' in World Politics, but failed because it was too 
large and unwieldy." Discuss.

• PSIR 2023, Paper II: Narrate the various ways in which rapid 
environmental degradation is posing a serious threat to human security. 
Illustrate your answer with suitable examples.








