—— PSIR OPTIONAL - UPSC CSE

EDITION 2026

| 240,
Vault

560 50 10

questions days years of PYQ)s

1DVANS R Political Theory - 10 questions

Every question, a Flow Snapshot — the routes in, the body, the
counter-view, the routes out — and a handwritten model answer
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— PYQ VAULT - Day 1 - POLITICAL THEORY Q1/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - 20 marks

Elucidate the meanings inherent in the term
‘political’ with appropriate illustrations.

FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

IBUGBNG R1: ‘political’ an essentially contested concept — Greek
political animal”. R2: binding collective
decisions under disagreement -. the “Art of the Possible”.

L S

polis - Aristotle’s

LIGVRIGITE  Art of government - public affairs (Arendt) -

compromise/consensus (Locke) - power (Leftwich)
friend-enemy (Schmitt) . authoritative allocation of
values (Easton) - hegemony (Gramsci) - political
economy (Marx).

ST RUTIYE [nstitutional view too narrow: Schmitt overstates
antagonism; too broad a view dissolves the ‘political’ into
the ‘social.

S RIDBHEE R1: meanings overlap, not exclude — a layered field of
power, values, institutions, choices. R2: the contestation
itself reflects the political.
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MODEL ANSWER

The wond political does nol Ca,\&a ane Gixa-L W\MM@. It in an
cmw:tfo.%d contented (oncepl becaune different traditions

0‘{’ *Wouatdi deb'("ne, ot d.il%awi%._ﬂ«e, team theld comen gvom

the Gaeek poLin, meamiwa c’d(j -state oa wmwm::ﬁa.

A-momg the amcienl GreeKn, politich wan wat mada governmenl ;
L was a way  of Living togetha. T oviser whemeven fuman

be.ivx@/s d.iama)\e,t, oboull emdAa , meann, Aerounces , vallues aand
cw:tfmo;\i;ta. Politicn . ‘kkac{jo,«a. ,  the ackdui i'a b& wiuch groufor
INTIIN biv\.ouwa Collective  decirions Hurough Atconciliation
of diffences.

Tt has olso beem colbed #the “Axt of the Possible” becaunne
L 'B—tvwlA wirKable solutions wumden conclitions og dzka,aAccmax.
Arintotle daimed ol “Manm n 435 nwatwe a politicol
anival ', since thummon buingn Aealize Hhein f[ult Life only
withiin o palitical wmwwuvui:ta-

Pelitica in unmdemtood os the ot og 5ouanme/vct.- Hue

0> ldemliffed withh the nitote, the ﬂeahﬁa:ﬂ:u&c , exeewtive,



The Unmitalion ia thot £ woerows politics Lo 5oumwm%1:
allene amd 18MAM s::cie%, clonn, coante , 8&@0\, and, civil
Soaet Y- Anothen mcamim.g seen politics an public offoira-
Arxintotle RinKed politica witlh the 800(_1 .Uﬁa of the
Covvxmv»i:ta. Hannabh Arendt treata politics os a public Aealim
o'g oction amd dintowne wheae ofizenn appeor 'éc%OAc, one
omother. Public odebate , cutizewndip awd civic éve.f.dom become
cevib ned.

The next Me«amwa theols politich an Compromine 4 consemsus.
Tt irn aa wethod a-B ).t.aaﬂuc'wa méb’ct witthoul éomc, 'H»uxou.alm
dUSscunption , Vlfaoir'a;tim« aowd conciliakion , Johw LocKe’s ﬂ«ew\@
reflects Hain , wheae political Sou'ei'a A ﬁo;»w.wt to prcsrauve

wolwaal N;jm ‘Ha,\ouﬁh Lows> amd comaemt.

Politich in alao LvKed amd wuwdoustood with power - Adrian
Leftwich gives - e wideal émmu&at:‘m : ' politien (s ot the
{eont 0‘6 ol collecktive souad a.ctr"uf.ta, {50AmaL omd (nformal
public oamd paivate , in all bumaonm growupa , fstutions anmd
Souetien” Politicn th Hun view (n p«e.qemi (\ ta/wulg clona
Coste . worKplace , mecia amd i e ationa relalionn.
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Coal Schamitt gives amother meaning when he dertifies the political
with the 6Aiev~d—- amd - ey duntivetion. TX hakbal/dn mbﬁid
but oy ovenatote Mt:‘ﬂid {d ur~doa Pﬂ’aﬂ cooperation . Another
mc.amiua Comen é'rowx, Dawid Eantown , wio dc{r(uas politichn o
authosritative allocotion of volues: imstitutlions conveal dewmanda
(vdo f:afwdiwa decnionn FHthrol duntribute Juam AtAOUWACes amwcl
aéﬂ.(aa.tr’m.

These meamings are nol Mi%ﬂ% exelunive. Together tl‘b\ca
show el political extemds {vom tre state to souely, from
5ouanmemit to power, érow» Lommpromine 1o  cemfluct amd froun
Low to (deo Logy . Political theory therefore atudien politica
a a 6(6&1 06 power, c,mpﬁ.ﬂiot, values , (matitutions amd
Colbective choices -
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— PYQ VAULT - Day 1 - POLITICAL THEORY Q2/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2023 - 15 marks

Eurocentrism is both the target and the motive
force of the post-colonial political theory. Discuss.

FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

BULBLNCEE  R1: Eurocentrism as Western universality — post-
colonial theory grows against it . dual relation. R2:
European thought “indispensable and inadequate” —
target + motive force in one stroke.

LILVBILE Define Eurocentrism - target: Said (Orientalism), Fanon
(race/psyche), Spivak (subaltern) — motive force: can't
escape European categories — Kautilya-Machiavelli trap
-~ Global South conflicts read as religious/tribal.

SLIESUCTN  Aijaz Ahmad: the culturalist focus can hide capital and
class.

SLWIEGLR NG R1: aim is plural analysis, not reverse Eurocentrism. R2:
Eurocentrism — the wall to dismantle and the floor to
stand on.
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MODEL ANSWER

Post  colonmial Poﬂiifu&l iﬁw)\ﬁ grew aaaimt e Westean
pramewarks ot Lewg shoped political Hrougld ., amd tn
relotionntip withh Ewocerdiism Auws Two WoYA ol enee :
Ewocerdrnismm a s t:uﬁe:t, amd olro emengy thot drives it
It views the wonld {rom a prvileged Weslewn perspective -
Hie cultuarald Wesl crfj Libonal modaw’tﬁ ond colowual
Khawﬂedge,-— an wmiveanald omnd supw”o&,f)uauma the Eonl
ond Global Southh Ho e mmaFm.

Bt a the ‘wagd Lecouwne Eunocermtaic Kmowﬂcdae. \'Jw:.tfbfe,d.
colonial donmuneodion. Edward Saud’s OnerLolisum s foundational
the Wert conslaeted e Oniemt an boaeKword 4 inferian,
so Haod KMOuJ.Qﬁdﬁﬂ- becorme a io/\w\ a-i, power . Frardz Fanon
exposed the psaob\oﬂ,oaa a-g Colovuolism , wiile Qaaaid
SpivaK , i Cam the Suboltern Speek ? oska whether
Su.f)PAe.Mu:L voicer com be heond wittuin Westen 6vmcw0AM-

Tt (n olao Hae wotive gome,: co Lot oiSim s{/qucd KA«owQedae_,
f:b:aﬂ.&, ro Hie ':t&e,o,\a cammnol PAoceed wot Haould emaqafna Euha’oc-
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CO-UJ.M.a Ka.u.i,i%a, the Moacediiawelli 0‘% Twndia wwoller Twduam
"l‘hou\akt depwdmct on & Ewopean Adaremce ornd Global
Sout. C,mnﬂﬂio‘bs ore reod an )\e_ﬂiafows ox. Truabod, e.&wma
colontal Aoolna.

Masual  cautica LiKe Aijaz Ahmad object ol Hun
cullwnalint gocws luder copital awd Qam . Evem Ao, Hae
cim in wnol revene EuwrocendAlsma but pLurol GMMUMA;
vl tiple hunrtorien , nom- Western a.aezwcd ond. decolovined.
Knowledge . Eunocembnism (a Hrun botl. e woll +o be
duavmardled oamd Hhe %ﬂoo;x ow wiucd Hae ‘k&w)ﬁ maunl
Al and.
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— PYQ VAULT * Day 1 - POLITICAL THEORY Q3/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2023 - 15 marks

‘Credo of Relevance’ in post-behaviouralism
advocates the importance of action science. Analyze.

FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

DULBLNCEE R1: 1969 APSA address - behaviouralism perfected
technique, lost relevance (“ivory towers”). R2: 1960s
crises unanswered — knowledge committed to use =
action science.

Easton’s “genuine revolution, not a reaction...” - twin
watchwords: relevance + action - keeps method, adds
values - relevance before precision - brute realities -

protect human values - politicise the profession.

SIS Beardsley: false science-vs-relevance dichotomys; still

leans on systems theory. Waldo: “raving, rumbling
structure”.

L LIBIRR N R1: knowledge must serve action — science committed to
human purpose. R2: a redirection, not a surrender.
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MODEL ANSWER

Iwn 1969, Dawid Eanlton amnoumced The Pa.st—'f:ae,!/uauiomaﬂ.
Revolution ot the PArmencam Political Sciemee Assoc atiom.
Behoviowalism tod pefected techmigue but Lot xelevanee,
ﬂea»ur‘va scholors tn fumg Towern’ while wor, t‘mecimuta 4
Ct“ut"L—JJaLd'/.s cunes wenl wnmamswered. The Caedo ch
Relewarnece in Aun Aespovne: L Luana politicol <scemce érom
a detoelhed pure Scemce mto am aekion suemce
Commutled 1o wae.

Eouton called £ “a gemuine revolution , ok a reoelion ;
a éaovwivxa, ol a picservalion ; a Ac.éa&wx wol a cowusnten
.8_¢.6okmaifm.” T4s 2win  wolchwords ane relevawce 4 action.
It v ot anmti- behowiournalism : (L Keepa .sa“emif"b-f‘c. rme thod’s
504"% and oedda Aelevowce anmd valuer. Relevawce comen
65601\8- Techwicoll paecinion amd Awmearch musl touch the
bade Aealitiea of  politica.

Thin action oremtation (s the heart 0'6 tHie credo. Eanton
Agects vobue fvee political Scemee : values oue insepanable
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6v0w~. fwclwi»a oanel the (wtellectiwal wunt proteel tunman
valuea. Kmowlodda wwnl be waed o solwe sowal problema,
omd Hae pAoée/ysffa'n nmunst be politicised to Sheape gools
ard forerce crinen.

Caiticen OPpose - Plulip [}Wdaﬂ% Ugucs thot Caslon cxeotes
a 6&0.4& dic{/xoto:m(,j bdween suence 4 rclewamee , wile
post — behaviowrolisimm stiLl Leamn on /)UAJC&M ‘H\w)ﬁ amol
AIOﬁA paAJUa value - veudral. Dwf@ﬁii waldo dusnwumed L
an ‘a /\chuﬁ, A.uvwbb'ug srruwetumme  withoul army wltimate
ch:ti‘m.U.’ e caedo demamds that politicol Kmowledge
Seave actiown - C,omm}:th“ma sciemee  to hwman Purpose
wol Surmendeing L.
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— PYQ VAULT - Day 1 - POLITICAL THEORY Q4/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2025 - 20 marks

Provide a comparative analysis of behavioural and
institutional approach to the study of political
theory.

FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

LULRNEE  R1: two stages — institutional (formal structures) vs
behavioural (actual conduct). R2: structure vs behaviour
— each one face, neither complete.

CILVRILIE [nstitutional: Van Dyke’s definition — organs +
constitution - Aristotle, Bryce - behavioural reaction:
Merriam -. Easton “actual human being to the centre” -
contrast: macro-formal vs micro-scientific; state vs
individual.

LG SULTE FEach incomplete — institutionalism too descriptive (weak
for developing societies); behaviouralism neglects values
(Strauss); technique over theory (Parsons).

S RIDTLRLIEE R1: complementary, not rival — institution = skeleton,
behaviour = life within. R2: form + conduct = the

complete study.
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MODEL ANSWER

The tatitutional 4 betowiourald opproaches work two /b:taam
i e Atudy oy palitics , one Thaditional , one wwiahapma.}qg.
The tatitutional O-PF}\,OW\, studies Fre 6OJ\W\Q.0, Atawctuaea
0‘6 3oue&nm0v~t 3 Hie belowiownal approach Atudics the
octual conducel O'E politicod oaetorn.

Vomn DaKc, definesr s (alitution ax -2 amy pemsiatend
Sdatauw 06 octivitiea 4 expectations , or ey stoble pottirn
O‘B 3A,0u.p behaviomn- Close 1o e ,Qeaa.ﬂ, opprooch , the
(ntitutionad view aAtuclien Hhe [ eﬁ(/:».ﬂa:tmc_, executive,
JWCL{CAG\A@ ond  connlitulion, dmce/wdiv\a évow\ Arintotle s
Qanrificotion  of 5oummmeﬂd}> 4 Jarmea B/»ace*_s studses .
st Sb\%ﬁﬂ» i a clear wap of formol sAlrwetines.

Behaviomaliswme arose on a sreocltion o\@w‘woi +HH A
‘EOA,M.USWL- GAG-L\QAM Watlan , A)dfﬂwu\. Ge/vdfl%j 4 Clorlen

Meariomm Turned attertionn Fo tow p&o—fo.ﬂe.. a.d:wa,wa
bebave. Dowid FEonton sow8-b~.t “ to elewate the actual

Ihwrmon b&lmg o tHie cexdne G'B attevtion.”
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The Cortaant v shoap, Twakitutbionalism s desoniptive
4 wmowero - 60Amcd_, (Xs wurult the stote 4 comtitudion ;
belowiowalisvn (a Sc{ouJCfﬁic, and nuwno - Level , s
uril the ineividual anrel 6Aob~f9. One seen poldtics an
tatitulional m«ﬂao;\ita, +the other ou obServable

belowioun.

Netthen in Sulfdclend alone . Tnatitudtionolisna (n 400
duw‘otfue,, 1“8nwu'|~8 belowiowrn amel sodal 4. economic
60M’ wiuch wwoKea £ weokK 6@& dwdopt‘ma socu'etren.
Behowiournalism , ZUru\owafn. Uaﬂuo-mwa_ﬂiia, vxezaﬁec;bs
Vadues, justice amd Mgt 5 Leo STraurs saw Aua as
A CADAA 0'6 ﬂte,o}%j, ond Talcott PFPoarxsenas woted L
chWh.ﬁfd Lechnique  wore Hham theory. The Ltwo ore
‘t‘hme—éo;xc, C,ovaic,mw;tw\a D ivatidutionelism  Suppliea
the SKelebon , bthovtounalisma Hhe bﬂge. wotttin it
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 1 - POLITICAL THEORY Q5/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2019 - 10 marks

Comment on resurgence of political theory. (150
words)

FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

R1: death declared — premature — what fell was
positivist science, not theory. R2: behaviouralism
sidelined values - normative theory revives.

LGB Germino: theory “rising from the ashes” —. Berlin:
survives while rational curiosity lives - Rawls’s A Theory
of Justice = the decisive moment - field widens:
feminism, multiculturalism, environment, post-colonial.

SILIL SV Not a rejection of empirical science — science supplies
the means, philosophy decides the ends.

SLLIE LB R1: synthesis of facts and values. R2: a rebirth, not a
return to old moralism.
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MODEL ANSWER

The Acsurgence of politicol theory meams the Aevival of
noamealive , value- bansed ‘ﬂ«w&d (. the Laten twentietin
C,P/miw\ﬁ, aﬁaivmt Posij:l"uf"sw», belhavioualisim oumd the
Laimn Hral political theory was dead.

Damte Genvmino ClA@bL@OL ot whholl woan colled deckine
waxs wﬂa A CAUMAA 0‘6 pos ctiviat Sdence, w)\j':t(wa Hrat
“politicol i’kwlxg (A :tod.o.a )u/»twa 6YOM +he onhes.
Isaialh Belin ticd ‘ﬂ«&o&a to pavmomerd durman
Concernn | fmoﬂouv\@ Mol £ Camnol pousty So @cmg aa
rcdioval  Cund a/ﬁ;td exinth .

The decinive womernt cawme witth Joh Rawls , whose A
Theary of Tustice Achullt frkd aroumd juatice o fouin -
nens . The revivel oldso widenmed £, aa 6e-_m£m“3m,
culticulbwnolisom, emvironmental amd posk - colonialk
‘k‘\-&o.}\ﬁ ook wp t“neciu,o..ﬂ,i:ta, aljvum‘ia anwd  Limate —
concerns Value - 671& scewee had t'@wo,\e,d.
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The Aesungence didwol aegeel empiaicol Sciemce ;3 ks
ochuievesrmend woa Sawtkem‘/s, where SUermce Swupplies p e
meams  omel philosopivy decides the emda. It in best
reod wol an o Actuan Fo old wrornalism , bul as the
Aenion, 0'6 6@0‘(:/.\ ond  yolues.
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— PYQ VAULT * Day 1 - POLITICAL THEORY Q6/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2015 - 15 marks

Discuss David Easton’s model of system analysis.

FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

BULBLIHEE  R1: politics as one living whole - Easton builds on
Bertalanffy + Parsons -. biological analogy. R2: the aim
— how a system survives and converts pressures into
decisions.

HL System within environment + boundary - inputs
(demands/supports) — conversion — outputs =
authoritative allocation of values — feedback keeps it
dynamic.

S SIT Too abstract, equilibrium-fixed, weak on conflict and
change; Miller: a status-quo ideology of American
capitalism.

LWL BN R1: a systematic, dynamic map — but mapping is not
judging. R2: its strength (survival, feedback) is also its
limit (silence on conflict).
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MODEL ANSWER

The saAIwM approach stuclies politics wot as sepurate
matitutions bul oa one Q,t“ufwa whole. Dawld Easton buill
Hur  (nto o full model , daswing ow ludwig Bedtalanffy s
8%&& SUARMA ﬂ/\e»o,\a ond Talcott FParson’s stauetunol
Buvrcht“amau&'Sm- The ama.doaa s b(‘oﬁogr‘mi P an oAgAmA w oM
o bodfj, fnAali tuliona tnileaoael witlun owe Saatem-
Earton's adm wasr to exploiin how the saate.m Suavlvea
oned  Lurna  SoUol pressures  tinko é:»fwdjha Adeerions.

For Eaatown, politiced .Cd/aizm maKes onmd exeeutesr Lod ol
Po.b‘ca. Tt worka wtHtin o emuironment 015 Socal , economa’c
ormd  cullbinal variables, with a boumdary. Tuto Lt {Low
puls — demandas amd supports — wiich dthe conversion
Procen omedles i’hJ\owafm debate amd pob‘ca; The Aesult (a
oulpulsr — decisions . Lows and policdies —the owdhornitative
allocation of uvoluer. Feedbock Keeps (€ alive, on
outputs Actiun to stape Hhe next Aocumd of lnpubn.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



The wodel ton drawn atrong  caiticism. It A fautteol an
too obstract amd 6«“xed, on equilibrium , weak own conplick
ael dn_ovv\@e,. BU :ta.K.Iwa Hae Sda‘tem P ON 8r‘ue~\,, ‘t Leemnns
towarnd the status gue amd daims a ua&tka_tb’:% (t
Comnolt told ; Hhe Marxint sdiolor Eugene Millen Colln
X o stotus gue [‘dwﬂ_oaa shraped éad Avneri com
w_Pt“JL'a_QISM.

Eastonn's wrodel geve politiced Scence a Sa/miiewwd;t‘c,
d(jwo.w‘c, w oy 1o A'tu-d.ﬂ Po Litrcol Q,c"be,, THs wcﬁﬁe,c:t 0-6
Conflict Suggenta a  System cam be mopped without
ée.imd deaai — Gmd Pab‘it‘m needs oth.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



—— PYQ VAULT - Day 1 - POLITICAL THEORY Q7/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2021 - 15 marks

Examine the importance of behavioural approach in
political theory. What led to its decline?

FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

DB UC  R1: chief legacy of positivism — revolt against formalism
- politics as empirical science. R2: its scientific ambition
= both its rise and its fall.

Merriam’s call . Easton recentres the human being -
foundations + tools — Almond, Dahl . Parsons:
technique outran theory - neglect of values (Strauss) -
1960s crises, status-quo charge.

SINIC UL [ts methods and empirical gains were absorbed, not
discarded — only the value-free claim fell.

SLGITEILBLIESE R1: decline as correction, not death — post-behavioural
relevance restores values. R2: synthesis of fact and value.
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MODEL ANSWER

Behoviomwralism waa the clrie) ieﬁa.ca of posttivism (n political
Suewnce . IL Aoge in the US aﬁaimt the Araditional study
of conslitutions 4 fdatitulions, seen as too desoiptive 4
detacheel ‘EMM politicol L‘éeﬂ IXe cum wos am empinicel
science  of how people behawe — am awmbition tot exploina
bottn, (s c(wportamece ond (s decline.

The call coawe émm Chonles Mexriam , who mau:l, SQ‘ME{)—:‘C.
Aib«da ok behowioun - Dawid Eastown counied ot 6Mwmd, plm‘v@
the buman bu'n@ ot the certre, with foumdodions Like
J&eﬁu\.ﬂa}iti‘u y uu\.z'é—('ca.ttbu 4 vaha—n%ab’ja- New #oofla
ﬁouo weel — Surveysr amd stotistics — anel the Eeﬂd widened :
Gabaiel Alwond opemeel politiced ulltune, Robeat Dahl
STucdlicd pluralisw amd power.

The ﬁw.tmu tral gowe behowiownalism /.:.th»emaﬂv became ith
weoKnessr . Taleott Poasons wolede (L was wone Awoﬂ.ui:bmam.a
v tecdhnique thanm i’kw/\a Tts obsession with method baed
dmam\, el meale«d:wl, volues , jusntice amd aigldta.
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(o STAawns ZTacoted Hain nw;bxa.ﬂi,td 08 A CANAA c-&i‘he,cua,
The detochmert Sstwowed n the 1960s, when (L codd ok
speek to wax, f‘h&qu.a.ﬁi‘ta ond ciucl )uaktA and <>
Seemed to defernd the aAtatur que.

The decline wos a correction, not o deatih. Tw 1969 Canton
onrounced. a post - behawiomoal Lunu o Aelevamce omd
ot ion, 6o£div~.a voduesr and purposc boek witule Ku{ot‘v\a
(Xs  ermpirdcod am‘m.“ﬂu_ methoda of behawiouwn olisimm
Suavfved ; m«% tr douiwe o be value é‘r{.f_, dud wel.
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— PYQ VAULT * Day 1 - POLITICAL THEORY Q8/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2020 - 15 marks

Discuss the significance of a normative approach to
political theory.

FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

Intro routes

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion routes

R1: asks “what ought to be’, not "what is”
Plato/Aristotle as founders. R2: facts alone cannot give
politics its point — values do.

Links politics with ethics (Cohen) - standards of justice,
liberty, equality — checks mere technique - actual vs
ideal keeps reform alive — revival: Rawls . Macpherson,
Dworkin, Sen.

Subjectivity, abstractness, utopianism; Berlin's value
pluralism doubts one final moral order.

R1: empirical explains what is; normative says what is
worth pursuing. R2: the revival after Rawls proves it
indispensable.
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MODEL ANSWER

The wnornodive oppAo aeln Artuwddes  politiea i—t\,\au.ak volu e,

a/y!:.ma wol wheoel politicel Lfe bul whel (£ ougtt

to be. T A ar old as Ploto anwd Arisntotle, who threated
politicel oader as (vaepenoble gmm etluch amd ke aaook
.ije..

The opproach Lnks politics with etlucn. G A Cohem defines
o wormeodive paneiple as © o gemoral direcdive that tetls
Ouaem:bs whol fkoa ou-ab\:t, OA ou.gtkt wol, to do.” It supplies
ntawd onda ‘60)&, degtha 8ouo\,nm€n-t éa td.eoda 05 \jmtl‘ce-,
.Ubuota ouvnel &im.b'td, stopar  polutica 'gmw AM:«JQ’«? (wio
Lechnigue amd emobles caitique of Worma - Ba 'fao,ﬂd.iv\a Hie
ockual a.aa.fmzt the ideal , it Keepa aeforwm odive.

For a time, positivism amd behoviowodisv puntied £ anide,
dc,wmdx'wa a vadue -neulrol sSuerce. Yeb & Aeturned .
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 1 - POLITICAL THEORY Q9/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 - 10 marks

Comment on Post-Behavioural approach. (150
words)

FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

INL ROl R1: late 1960s . Easton’s turn to relevance and values —
a reform, not a reaction. R2: pure science exhausted -
“ivory towers” - the demand for relevance.

LIV Behavioural detachment amid 1960s crises — keeps
empirical gains, adds relevance + values + action

pure - applied, method - purpose - the 1969 Credo -
twin slogans: relevance + action.

L IL ST Waldo: a “raving, rumbling structure without any
ultimate destiny”.

o RIUGLE LI R1: reconnected the discipline with purpose without
losing rigour. R2: a reform and synthesis, not a counter-
revolution.
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MODEL ANSWER

Poskt — bedvowiowmralism arose o the Lote 1960s, wihenm Daund
Earteon colled ﬁo.& a fTurin bocK toward Arddeawce amed
values. Tt war not o rgeckion of betiawiomolismm butl o
Corvection — o Aeform , wol a Aeoelion.

Béj then behaviowalismw's stress en pure suence , method
ond. uaﬂuc,-vxeuhoﬂta tad .erot scholons (n Hhen ”t“uma
towerna,” Pukcott"ma Lechnigue while wan , fﬂequ.aﬁta amel
cluil N’abd’/.\ werl wnaddaen edl-

Post — bebawiourodisim Ke,‘o:t the ewpirical amm but added
relevormce  valuer , acktion awd public Aerpounnst ‘oc’ﬁi:ta ; moufna
t érom Pure to applied oamd éyom method 18 puayrpose.
Easton st HHus oul it fun (969 presidential addaes, the
Caecdlo 0‘6 Relevace | caﬂ.ﬁ.:v\a it ,\eﬂo,tm wol o Counter
Ac.ﬁo.amai:t‘aw. s N R sioaa.mxs wee Aedewamece and aelion:
Subslovce Eaﬁa)u:, ie,dnwiq'uc,, Aese arch :tOwOL\twg e baute
Acalitiea of politics, velues *reoded asn (ategral.
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—— PYQ VAULT * Day 1 - POLITICAL THEORY Q10/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 - 10 marks

Comment on decline of political theory. (150 words)

FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

Intro routes

Body

Counter-view

Conclusion routes

R1: mid-20th-century death verdict — ironic against
Sabine’s “perennial concern”. R2: the positivist-
behavioural turn dismisses normative philosophy.

Laslett /Dahl pronounce it dead - Easton's four causes:
historicism - moral relativism (Hume-Weber) -
science-theory confusion - hyper-factualism.

Berlin: theory cannot perish while rational curiosity lives
— permanent human concerns keep it alive.

R1: not death but a crisis of a historicist, value-neglecting
theory. R2: the debate itself cleared the ground for
revival (post-behaviouralism, Rawls).
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MODEL ANSWER
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fnﬁloo\,—tmsm, while piled wp dato withoul explanation.
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