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—— PYQ VAULT : Day 2 - THEORIES OF THE STATE Ql/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 - 1S marks

Discuss the Feminist theory of the State.

Intro routes @ state is no neutral arbiter . male power built into law, bureaucracy,
welfare

“personal is political” (Hanisch) — public-private divide broken

Body flow liberal: state reformable (Wollstonecraft) . “too institutional” critique -
Marxist: oppression tied to capital + domestic labour (Engels) - radical:
patriarchal in structure . sexual contract (Pateman) . state is male, law
sees women as men do (MacKinnon) . public-private split hides domination

Counter-view universalising all states as patriarchal risks essentialism . variation across
class, race, caste

Conclusion routes €D state not gender-neutral . formal equality insufficient

€3 neither enemy nor saviour - gendered terrain of struggle
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 2 - THEORIES OF THE STATE Q2/19

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - 10 marks

Comment on the neo-liberal perspective of the state.

Intro routes @ neo-liberalism = revival of 19th-c economic liberalism . market over state
€D late-1970s welfare-state crisis —~ “market fundamentalism” — roll back
the state
Body flow individual + market primacy - Hayek (planning - lost liberty; social justice a

“mirage”) — Nozick (minimal night-watchman) - Thatcher’s TINA -
privatisation / deregulation / austerity . Thatcherism, Reaganism, LPG 1991

Counter-view 2008 crisis - Polanyi (markets need state) . Stiglitz “failed ideology”

Conclusion routes efficiency real, but welfare / equality costs . minimal state utopian

markets cannot function without the state they seek to shrink
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 2 - THEORIES OF THE STATE Q3/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 - 20 marks

Critically examine the neo-liberal theory of the State.

Intre routes @ market-centred theory - not abolition but rollback of welfare . state as
facilitator of markets

€3 revival of 19th-c liberalism - rose late 1970s against welfare-state crisis
. “market fundamentalism”

Body flow individual + market primacy . Hayek (The Road to Serfdom: planning . lost
liberty; social justice a mirage) - Nozick (Anarchy, State, and Utopia: minimal
night-watchman, redistribution illegitimate) - programme (privatisation,
deregulation, free trade, austerity) -~ Thatcher’s TINA . Thatcherism /
Reaganism / LPG 1991 / Washington Consensus

Counter-view Polanyi (markets need the state to exist) . 2008 crisis . inequality / wealth
concentration - Stiglitz “failed ideology”

Conclusion routes € minimal state utopian - market rests on state enforcement . not state
vs market but what kind of state

social-liberal synthesis (Rawls / Sen / Dworkin) . private growth +
state capacity + civil-society accountability
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—— PY® VAULT - Day 2 - THEORIES OF THE STATE ® 4/19

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2019 - 10 marks

Comment on the pluralist theory of the state.

Intro routes @D revolt against monistic sovereignty . state = one association among
many

€ reaction to Hegelian statism . society a web of associations . state
mediates, does not command

Body flow Laski (federal society - federal authority; “keystone”) - Maclver
(associations precede state; service state “commands because it serves”)
Dahl . polyarchy, no centre wholly sovereign

Counter-view group inequality . wealthy interests get greater access — Mills’ elite
convergence
Conclusion routes @ realistic account of democratic politics . fits federalism, pressure

groups, judicial review

liberty safer when no single centre can close the political field
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 2 - THEORIES OF THE STATE QS/49

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2020 - 10 marks

Comment on the post-colonial theory of the state in
about 150 words.

Intro routes

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion routes

€D post-decolonisation, sovereign but built on inherited colonial apparatus
. Brar’s relabeling

€ modern apparatus grafted onto a non-modern base . category defined
by that mismatch

common insight = apparatus-base mismatch - Riggs'’s prismatic society
(formalism, modern + traditional coexist) - Myrdal's soft state (institutions
can't enforce rules - blocks poverty alleviation) - Alavi's overdeveloped state
(superstructure outgrows base . relative autonomy . military-bureaucratic
oligarchy, Pakistan)

thin as a unified state theory . Myrdal's cultural determinism + Alavi freezing
class at independence

€D still explains why coercive, top-heavy institutions outlived colonialism

€ best read as a colonial apparatus over a weak base, theorised from three
angles
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— PYQ VAULT - Day 2 - THEORIES OF THE STATE Qé6/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 202] - 10 marks

Comment on the feminist critique of the state in 150
words.

Intro routes ‘ @ reject state-as-neutral . law / policy carry male power

€D state looks impartial — feminism exposes its gendered foundations

Body flow public-sphere myth -. “personal is political” (Hanisch) -. patriarchal in
structure (radical)  Pateman’s sexual contract - MacKinnon: state is male
. public-private divide hides dominance

Counter-view | may essentialise all states / reduce oppression to gender alone

Conclusion routes @D necither enemy nor saviour - gendered terrain of struggle

€I critique holds . equality needs power addressed in public and private
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—— PY® VAULT - Day 2 - THEORIES OF THE STATE Q7/19

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2022 - 20 marks

Examine the liberal theory of the State in contemporary
politics.

Intro routes €D individual primary . state by consent to protect liberty / rights /
property . claim of limited, neutral state now strained

€3 liberal frame still dominant . neutrality questioned by the market turn,
inequality, identity claims

Body flow Locke foundation (natural rights, consent; “no other end but preservation of
property”) vs Hobbes’s order-state - classical (Smith, laissez-faire,
“necessary evil”) -~ modern (J. S. Mill; Rawls / Sen / Dworkin . welfare +
opportunity) . neo-liberal turn (Hayek “mirage”, Nozick minimal state;
Thatcher TINA; LPG 1991)

Counter-view 2008 crisis + Stiglitz “failed ideology” + Polanyi (markets need the state)
inequality . feminist / Marxist / neo-pluralist denial of neutrality

Conclusion routes €D constitutionalism still central — strength = liberty + limits; weakness =
assumed neutrality amid inequality

€3 social-liberal reform (Rawls / Sen / Dworkin) -. liberal state survives
by reforming, not retreating
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—— PY® VAULT - Day 2 - THEORIES OF THE STATE ® 2/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - 10 marks

Comment on the pluralist theory of the state in about
150 words.

Intro routes €D state holds no monopoly of power . one association among many,
mediator not command centre

€3 society is plural - authority must be dispersed — rejects a single
sovereign centre

Body flow Laski's federal authority . Maclver’s service state (commands because it
serves) - Dahl's polyarchy (power dispersed, none wholly sovereign)
realistic in age of federalism / UN / human rights

Counter-view groups are unequal - wealthy and business interests get greater access
Mills’ convergence of elites

Conclusion routes €D realistic account of liberal-democratic politics

€3 liberty safer when no single centre can close the political field
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 2 - THEORIES OF THE STATE Q9/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2025 - 20 marks

What is the Marxist and liberal approach towards the
state? On what grounds are the theoretical differences
between them premised? Explain.

Intro routes €D both ask what the state is and whom it serves . opposite starting points:
individual vs class

€3 liberalism from individual + consent — Marxism from class + mode of
production — one root divide

Body flow liberal: individual moral unit . consent, neutral umpire, rule of law -. Locke
(rights, property) —~ Rawls / Sen / Dworkin (opportunity) - Marxist: class
not individual - state from private property + class division - Manifesto
“committee of the bourgeoisie” - Lenin “organ of class rule” . Miliband
instrumentalist vs Poulantzas relative autonomy - Gramsci hegemony
(consent + coercion)

Counter-view neither places the state above class - liberal neutral umpire vs Marxist class-
domination -~ no neutral ground, premises do not meet

Conclusion routes @ difference is over where analysis begins — individual + neutral order vs

class power + production

contemporary tests (inequality, 2008 rescue, limits of welfare) keep both
alive . umpire or guardian of the propertied order
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PSIR OPTIONAL

2026

Programs Starting This Month

FOR UPSC CSE 2026 ASPIRANTS

<

O-AWFG Prime 2026

= Started - 2 June 2026

®@ ONGOING

O-AWFG 2026

5 Started - 2 June 2026

® ONGOING

ATS 2026

(5 Started - 7 June 2026

®@ ONGOING

OGP Advanced 2026

(5 Starts - 14 June 2026

O UPCOMING

OGP Advanced+ 2026

(5 Starts - 14 June 2026

O UPCOMING

STRUCTURED MENTORSHIP « ADVANCED ANSWER WRITING + TEST SERIES -«

PERFORMANCE TRACKING

Enrolment & Mentorship Queries w 93117 40432

Amit Pratap Singh -+ PSIR Faculty, ForumlIAS
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PSIR OPTIONAL

2027

Programs Starting This Month

FOR UPSC CSE 2027 ASPIRANTS

<

O-AWFG Prime 2027  conorr2
(5 Started - 8 June 2026

® ONGOING

O-AWFG 2027 ( coHort2
(5 Started - 8 June 2026

® ONGOING

ATS 2027 (cononr s

(59 Starts - 14 June 2026

© UPCOMING

BUILD STRONG FOUNDATIONS +« MASTER PSIR CONCEPTS -«

DEVELOP ANSWER WRITING EARLY

Enrolment & Mentorship Queries w 93117 40432

Amit Pratap Singh -+ PSIR Faculty, ForumlIAS




