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—— PY® VAULT - Day 3 - JUSTICE Q!/N

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - 20 marks

Rawls' theory of justice is both contractual and
distributive. Examine.

Rl contractual in method + distributive in result . the two bound
together

k2 the hypothetical contract is the source . it generates and justifies the
distribution

revives contract tradition (Locke / Rousseau / Kant), hypothetical not
historical . original position + veil of ignorance -. impartial choice +
maximin - fairness from a fair agreement . same contract fixes
distribution - primary social goods - first principle (equal liberties) -
second principle (fair equality of opportunity + Difference Principle) -
least advantaged / Barry's chain principle . Macpherson: defence of the
liberal democratic welfare state

Hampton: not truly contractual (veil, not bargaining, yields the principles)
- Nozick: distributive side is an end-state theory imposing a pattern

®l a fair contract grounds a fair distribution - the two characters
reinforce each other

r2 despite the critics, Rawls opened a new era in justice theory
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—— PY@® VAULT - Day 3 - JUSTICE

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

UPSC 2018 - 10 marks

Comment on distributive justice in about 150 words.

Body flow

Counter-view

r! fair allocation of benefits + burdens . Aristotle's classical form,
distinct from corrective justice

r2 not whether to distribute but on what basis — the criterion is the real
question

definition (honour / wealth / assets / offices) — Miller's three criteria:
rights / desert / need ~ mapping: Hume-rights-hierarchy / Spencer-
desert-market / Kropotkin-need-solidarity — Miller's synthesis (merit
+ welfare) —~ Rawls: primary goods — Difference Principle — least
advantaged - social + natural lottery

single-criterion positions pull apart . market-desert (Spencer) vs need
(Kropotkin) . neither market alone nor redistribution alone suffices

®l distributive justice = combining desert with need, not choosing

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh

r2 modern theory (Miller, Rawls) leans to synthesis — efficiency with
fairness for the worst-off
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MODEL ANSWER

Dintaibutive justice coneeanr fhe foir ollocotion of the
‘pre.f&{:b.\ aned  btadenas ch SocLad ,Qi'be, — donour, wealtl ,
ansedAr  and 06«6—(‘605. A rintotle gave ithr clasricel ﬁoxm,
ouaoit"na uu‘AL\im.a o 5 6~rom corrective juskice oamd far"\nﬁ
dintaibulion To a jusl panciple , wok equal slcaes.

The reol quention in e barin of dintaibution. Foll oux'ng
Dawvid Miller, (v Soclal Juatice , Huee dteria comqoetlz —
G,oK.mmﬂ_Ldacd, Ju'a'f/\IA, deaent anmd need — each wwuneecteeol
+o o soual 60J\w\ : David Huwme wt Ngtdts 4 kfe_.&a»cha,
Herbeal  Spemeen with desert amd the wenket |, Peten
KaopotKin withh need amd soﬂidm;td. MiL0es arguen
ol wmesit and waﬂgcuxe, sl be combined , sinee the
mork et alone wtdenn fmaqmb‘t& wihale sedistraibbution
alone ;‘8wo/\c4 c-&ﬁom,

John Rawlas proposes Hthe modern view. He HAacaln
dJ‘,g—tN*éui‘t'm an +Hie ﬁd& AMM“V\a 0-6 PMMQAG SOCA\CLL 8@06‘/&,
ond hia Df%ame, PAlneiple peamita t‘neqmﬁﬂta_ emﬂ.a

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



when it boneldts the Leant a.d,uam.ta.sf_., ooh.«\oc:tt“v\a VA -
»60/\17%&. 6rovu the Social anmd V\.aiu)\.al .Q.oltczua

Disataibutive justice tHuwn Lurns on cowbr.'m'wa deneal with
need. , wol d«oOSfV\g between *them.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



—— PYQ VAULT - Day 3 - JUSTICE Q3/N

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 - 10 marks

Comment on substantive justice in about 150 words.

Rl procedural = fair rules / method - substantive = fair outcome -
judged by condition of the disadvantaged

R2 justice not only in a neutral process . asks who actually gains
outcome-test over rule-test

content + outcome of laws, real distribution - close to socialism - can
the poor improve their condition . needs-based over rights-based
progressive extension of self-development opportunity - state central:
curb wealth concentration, redistribution / welfare / land reform
Young: change unjust structures, not just individual remedies - Rawls:
substantive concern inside a procedural theory (Difference Principle)

liberal worry: outcome-focus can weaken liberty and formal equality
substantive reply: formal equality alone leaves injustice untouched

Rl procedure fixes the method, substance fixes the result — both
needed; substance gives justice its social content

2 in a deeply unequal society formal equality is not enough -
substantive justice makes equality material
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 3 - JUSTICE Q@ 4/

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 - IS marks

Analyse John Rawls' justification of discrimination to
achieve the goals of justice.

»! liberal-egalitarian puzzle - how can fairness permit any inequality

k2 discrimination just only if it lifts the least advantaged - inequality as
instrument of equality

moral arbitrariness of talent / birth . Difference Principle = democratic
equality . not charity but reciprocity . Barry's chain principle -
forms: affirmative action, taxation, welfare, reservations -. liberty
lexically prior - sits between socialism and libertarianism

Nozick (talents as common assets, entitlement violated) vs Sen (primary
goods miss capability)

®l inequality conditional on the good of the worst-off . corrective for
arbitrary disadvantage

r2 discrimination defensible only as correction . makes liberalism
more humane
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 3 - JUSTICE Q@ S/N

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2019 - IS marks

Examine communitarian perspectives on justice.

Rl reject liberal abstract self - justice from the situated self - good over
right
2 liberalism = individual + right prior - communitarian turn =
community + good prior - justice must be socially grounded

Sandel: self constituted by ends, "wholly without character,’ identity
discovered in community - Maclntyre: virtues / obligations within
traditions, no society-less morality, justice needs social conception of
good - Walzer: positive account, goods carry social meanings, complex
equality (no sphere dominates another)

corrective real (identity social, state not neutral) vs community norms
preserve hierarchy / patriarchy / caste; recognition must still answer
liberty + equality (Shah Bano)

Rl communitarianism restores culture + common good to justice

r2 defensible justice holds community + individual freedom together,
neither silencing the other
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 3 - JUSTICE Qé6/N

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2020 - 20 marks

Make a comparative assessment of the Greek perspective
of justice with the Rawlsian concept of justice.

R 208 R both treat justice as organising principle of political life - but opposite
foundations (good-first vs right-first)

Rz Greek fits person to a settled role ~ Rawls secures fair terms among
free equals — good precedes right vs right precedes good

LILR  Plato: harmony / each to his own function / no meddling - Aristotle:
justice as central virtue + distributive justice by merit / proportional
equality . Greek = teleological, duty-centred, hierarchical, inequality
accepted - Rawls: moral equality - original position + veil of ignorance

. equal liberty first + Difference Principle - Barry's chain principle /
weakest link - right precedes good / free to pursue own conception of
the good

@DVl Greek rootedness in virtue and common good vs Rawlsian moral equality
and protection of the least advantaged — perfecting the citizen vs
guaranteeing fair terms among those who disagree on the good

Rl movement from polis ethics to constitutional pluralism

k2 from a justice that assigns roles to a justice that guarantees equality
and freedom
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—— PY@® VAULT - Day 3 - JUSTICE Q7/1

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 202] - 20 marks

How has Rawls enriched the idea of justice in liberalism?

r! pre-Rawls liberal justice = liberty + formal equality + procedural
fairness — thin on distribution

2 utilitarianism widens to aggregate welfare — minority sacrificed -
Rawls keeps liberty, adds egalitarian correction

Kantian inviolability / anti-utilitarian — original position + veil of
ignorance - impartial, Archimedean standpoint . two principles
liberty lexically first (liberal core) + fair equality of opportunity +
Difference Principle - equality enters as a demand of justice — welfare +
property-owning democracy as right, not charity . Macpherson: liberal
democratic welfare state

Nozick (end-state, violates entitlement) vs Sen (capabilities beyond
primary goods); Marxist line — veil hides private property

r! liberty given grounding, equality given direction

k2 more humane liberalism + revival of normative theory - reset the
terms of the justice debate
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 3 - JUSTICE Q 2/

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2022 - IS marks

Examine the entitlement theory of justice.

Rl justice as history of holdings, not a pattern . Locke, inviolable rights
Rz entitlement vs patterned / end-state justice . just history, not just
shape

CILURE reject patterned / end-state - three principles (acquisition - transfer
-~ rectification) - maxim - fair process makes inequality untroubling

minimal nightwatchman state - redistribution as means-to-ends —
critique of Rawls' Difference Principle

ignores unequal starting points — historical injustice unverifiable —
"voluntary" transfers may be socially unequal — minimal state blind to
structural deprivation

rI strong defence of liberty / silent on outcomes

R2 protects the person / leaves society's basic structure unjudged
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 3 - JUSTICE Q@ 3/N

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2022 - 20 marks

Dr. Ambedkar's idea of social justice leads to ‘egalitarian
justice' as compared to Rawls' ‘justice as fairness’ which
aims at the notion of 'pure procedural justice'. Comment.

Rl both are egalitarians . share the end, differ in route . substantive vs
procedural

R2 question separates two routes to equality . Ambedkar reshapes
outcomes / Rawls designs a fair procedure and accepts its result

Ambedkar: caste oppression + social humiliation - justice never merely
formal . "simply another name for liberty, equality, fraternity” - must
become material facts . political equality vs economic inequality threatens
democracy -- substantive, group-conscious remedy (reservations, labour
rights, land redistribution, state action) . Rawls: fair starting point -
original position + veil of ignorance - identity-blind, unanimous choice
whatever chosen is just . equal liberties + fair opportunity + Difference
Principle - inequality only if it helps the least advantaged

contrast must be qualified — Rawls' procedure is already egalitarian -
Difference Principle can itself justify reservations / welfare - so divergence
is route, not goal . Ambedkar = direct, group-based caste correction /
Rawls = identity-blind least-advantaged standard - identity-blindness may
miss a birth-fixed hierarchy

Rl shared egalitarian aim, different routes (group correction vs fair
procedure)

r2 Indian Constitution (justice, liberty, equality, fraternity) resonates most
with Ambedkar's egalitarian justice
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 3 - JUSTICE Qlo/N

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2023 - IS marks

Rawls' idea of the 'liberal self' is too individualistic.
Explain, in this context, the communitarian critique of
Rawls' theory of justice.

Rl original position + veil of ignorance - chooser stripped of class /
gender / talents / good - the "unencumbered self"

r2 liberal self too individualistic - a theory built on it misreads moral life
- communitarian charge staked

Sandel: self constituted by its ends, not prior -. "wholly without
character" - neutral state misreads justice, rights only a remedy for
individualism . MacIntyre: morality lives in narrative + tradition
Taylor: anti-atomism, self within webs of interlocution . Walzer: no
universal metric, complex equality from social meanings of goods
unifying move: good prior to right

community norms can shield hierarchy / patriarchy / caste . Rawls'
Political Liberalism (overlapping consensus) answers the metaphysical-

self charge

Rl critique exposes the embeddedness Rawls understated, without
destroying justice as fairness

Rz it sharpens liberalism toward a more situated self rather than
replacing it
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 3 - JUSTICE Qn/n

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2025 - IS marks

Explain how Rawls used the liberal and egalitarian
perspective to develop his concept of distributive justice.

Rl justice = fair distribution of primary goods - built by fusing liberty +
correction of arbitrary advantage

Rz Rawls the liberal egalitarian, between absolute liberty and absolute
equality - distribution from fair procedure, not charity

social contract method + original position - veil strips class / talent /
lottery - First Principle: equal basic liberty, lexically prior (liberal

element) . talents / birth morally arbitrary . maximin reasoning
Second Principle: fair equality of opportunity + Difference Principle

(egalitarian element) - primary goods steered toward least advantaged

Nozick: end-state / entitlement violation; Marxists: veil hides private
property; Sen: capabilities beyond primary goods

Rl liberty prior, inequality conditional . liberalism made humane and
anti-utilitarian

k2 distributive justice as synthesis — redistribution a requirement of
fairness, welfare state given a philosophical defence
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