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—— PY® VAULT - DAY § - HUMAN RIGHTS Ql/8

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 - IS marks

“The implementation of human rights is regarded as a
matter of changing the conduct of States." Comment.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

R HR born after WWII / Holocaust - states destroyed
their own people - individual placed at the centre, duties
assigned to states

k2 HR are claims held simply because we are human -.
their enjoyment depends on those holding coercive power
. implementation targets state conduct

state as primary duty-bearer - respect / protect / fulfil
(Annan) - legal incorporation, independent judiciary,
accountability - sovereignty reshaped: "absolute control”

. "sovereignty as responsibility" — R2P bars sovereignty as
a shield

2722872 changing state conduct alone is insufficient — civil society /
Amnesty / HRW pressure — Sen: a living culture of rights,
awareness

®l largely but not only about changing state conduct -

must become a living culture, not a declaration

R2 states discipline rights, society sustains them . formal
compliance stays hollow without a rights-conscious public
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— PY® VAULT - DAY § - HUMAN RIGHTS ®2/28

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 - 20 marks

What do you understand by three generations of
Human Rights?

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

®l rights not fixed - scope widens with the idea of dignity
~ Vasak's three generations

k2 generations # hierarchy - three successive answers to
what dignity demands

Vasak classifies - first gen (civil-political / negative "blue" /
restraint on the state; Magna Carta, French Declaration;
UDHR 3-21) . second gen (socio-economic-cultural / "red"
/ positive state action; industrialisation, socialism, welfare;
UDHR 22-28) -. third gen (collective-solidarity / protects
communities; decolonisation, inequality 1960s-70s; self-
determination, development, peace, environment;
Stockholm, Rio)

Cranston (no resources — no rights) + Hayek (central
planning drains citizen power) vs Waldron (the next step to
realise the first)

®l useful to classify, wrong to rank

R2 indivisible + interdependent - liberty without security is
weak; welfare without freedom turns authoritarian
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MODEL ANSWER
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— PY® VAULT - DAY § - HUMAN RIGHTS Q3/3

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2019 - IS marks

Discuss the doctrine of 'rights as trumps.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

®l| Dworkin's trumps image . rights shield the individual
against majority calculation

k2 Taking Rights Seriously - "rights as political trumps" -
fundamental rights override collective interest

meaning of a trump . priority of the right over the good -
rejection of greatest-happiness utilitarianism - rights
protect dignity / autonomy - moral (not merely
constitutional) rights against government . Rawls parallel

- society must not always balance in its own favour -
Dworkin's narrow exceptions

22222 Greene: the frame cannot handle conflicts between genuine
rights . Costa Neto: trumping and balancing are
complementary - no right is absolute

®l rights as trumps secure the individual, but the metaphor
strains when rights collide

R2 strong rights, yet not absolute - trumping tempered by
balancing
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PY® VAULT « DAY § - HUMAN RIGHTS Q4/%

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2020 - IS marks

Assess the significance of right to property in political
theory.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

®l property at the centre of liberal thought -. its
significance lies in how sharply thinkers disagree over what
it secures

Rz one right, opposite verdicts . from Locke's labour-
foundation to Marx's critique

Locke (labour + person + liberty + consent + right to resist)
-~ Plato vs Aristotle (conflict / corruption vs virtue) -

Smith / Bentham (instrument of progress) . Laski (social
service) / Gandhi (trusteeship) - Marx (exploitation,
alienation, class) - Rawls / Sen (redistribution as justice)

2 a foundational liberal right vs a Marxist source of exploitation
and inequality

®I important for liberty and dignity, but bounded by justice
and redistribution

%2 | significance inseparable from fraternity, social justice,
inequality
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PYQ VAULT - DAY § - HUMAN RIGHTS QS/2

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2021 - IS marks

Can there be universal conception of human rights?
Give your arguments.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

® universal conception defensible — rights inherent in all,
equal moral worth & dignity (Kant, Locke)

k2 UDHR 1948 + Vienna 1993 already give universality a
global, agreed form

universalist foundation (inherent rights, dignity; Kant, Locke;
UDHR, Vienna) -. relativist challenge (hegemonic Western
values; Asian values — Lee Kuan Yew, Mahathir; community
over individual liberty) . limits of relativism (shields FGM,
child marriage; dominant groups define "culture"; Sen — a
pretext for authoritarianism, Asia too diverse) . resolution
(Donnelly's relative universalism, "culture is not destiny";
Gutmann's deliberative universalism, dialogue)

2SR is universality a Western imposition, or does relativism
merely shield abuse and authoritarian power?

' universal in foundation, culturally sensitive in application

k2 not one imposed model, but a shared core settled
through cross-cultural dialogue
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MODEL ANSWER
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— PY® VAULT - DAY § - HUMAN RIGHTS Q06/28

PREVIOVS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2022 - IS marks

Human Rights are complex and contested social
practice that organises relations between individuals,
society and the State. Comment.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl reject "rights as moral possessions" - recast as a social
practice born after WWII

k2 the Holocaust ended absolute sovereignty - the
individual placed at the centre of political morality

the practice reorders three relations . individual (Kant:
dignity, an end not a means) - society (shared standards,
coexistence among diverse ways of life) . State
(sovereignty into duty; protector and violator) - complexity
= moral + legal + political registers, across domestic,
international, cultural

2222 contestation from the same root . Berlin (no single
hierarchy of values) - Walzer, Spheres of Justice (justice
rests on shared understandings and social practices; no one
universal theory)

&l contestation flows from its practical character - it does
not weaken them

k2 keeps human dignity at the centre . among the most
inspiring political ideas of the twentieth century
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PY® VAULT - DAY S+ HUMAN RIGHTS Q7/8

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2023 - 10 marks

Comment on the multicultural perspective on Rights

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

®l difference-blind equality is insufficient - uniform
treatment ignores cultural location

®2 universal citizenship vs social / cultural diversity - real
equality needs recognition, not sameness

recognition + accommodation premise - Kymlicka: group-
differentiated rights (autonomy, language, representation),
freedom depends on a societal culture . Parekh broadens
it to immigrants / non-citizens -. Taylor: a politics of
recognition

2Ze) Barry: illiberal, anti-Enlightenment - OKin: group rights
reinforce gender inequality

SRR R exposes majority bias, but must stay bounded by
fundamental rights

2 dialogical multiculturalism = recognition + individual
liberty + gender equality
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Multi cu sl vrodd svn d«aﬂiwﬁu the Ubuol asswmption thol
wwfgo/Lm y C‘Mﬁu@m&f LUnd. Lyveoktwmen T sSteuren e,qu.o-tul:a 1t
Qrgues Mol wurniversold cilizewsldp , ’ba c-.pp%t‘ma A g t‘do-.:h‘cd.ﬂa
l‘g nores Hhe Sodol ame cullimal Locetion of rmenorities.

wile %M—Ud{m defenda  group — ufffeae~tiated N‘(jl-cos,'tmr‘iau‘ai
Momoma ) ﬁmgu&at Na‘f«:t/.s . 3“-0-&041-\-13'_&0[ )u.fg,kcacm:to;h‘m £o
protiect w‘naN";td societal cwltiaes , Stnce 6?¢&dom :"Jtadl.b
dependa on o Scemre cdtmal  contexk. BLiKu PoueKh widena
in Ao e gromls  amd wnon-citizen vadnoaties vshilen

Chaoaley Ta-UJLOA, amc.wda At a politica c-{s A€o 8w":t¢'n-

The peacpective oo dracos /st:roma caticism . Basan chua Aees
(£ os (baal , A.cdec:tma endigdtdesmment values of cndividuol
&re.c.atow. Suran Mollen ORKin objeetn Aok 8,@#9 Ngﬂm Coun
Aeinforce @M’d“a’v t"ne,qluuaﬂi:!:y ., Sinee  imany celtim eq

oS Carmiwate o@whn:t wowme n.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



Multi cutt uaolis Naksu.a exposesn Hie vvx?j’ou“:% bios witin
bbtal demouoeen . e (s clodmas wanal A'tma Hound ed ’oa
fundamental Mghts . A diologicel appaoach Combining

ol ol Aecognition with,  fnoliucduol ﬁibuota and gender
eqwaﬂi:ta tr the Coundent potition.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumlAS



— PYQ VAULT - DAY S - HUMAN RIGHTS Q8/2

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 « 20 marks

The debate on human rights is caught between the
limitations of both universalism and cultural relativism.
Comment.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl "caught between" = a deadlock - universalism over-
reaches, relativism under-protects

k2 each side half-right, half-blind - the debate advances
only when their strengths combine

universalism (Kant, dignity, UDHR) - its limit: it carries
Western liberal assumptions - cultural relativism (Boas,
legitimacy through local context) . its limit: shields FGM /
child marriage, becomes an authoritarian cloak - Asian
values (Lee Kuan Yew) . Sen's reply: Asia too diverse,
serves power not culture

27222 relativism's charge of Western hegemony vs the universalist
charge that relativism excuses abuse

®' Donnelly's relative universalism - universal in principle,
flexible in application, "culture is not destiny"

k2 | Gutmann's deliberation . shared principles applied
through dialogue, not by imposing the dominant view
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Programs Starting This Month

FOR UPSC CSE 2026 ASPIRANTS

<

O-AWFG Prime 2026

= Started - 2 June 2026

®@ ONGOING

O-AWFG 2026

5 Started - 2 June 2026

® ONGOING

ATS 2026

(5 Started - 7 June 2026

®@ ONGOING

OGP Advanced 2026

(5 Starts - 14 June 2026

O UPCOMING

OGP Advanced+ 2026

(5 Starts - 14 June 2026

O UPCOMING

STRUCTURED MENTORSHIP « ADVANCED ANSWER WRITING + TEST SERIES -«

PERFORMANCE TRACKING

Enrolment & Mentorship Queries w 93117 40432

Amit Pratap Singh -+ PSIR Faculty, ForumlIAS
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2027

Programs Starting This Month

FOR UPSC CSE 2027 ASPIRANTS

<

O-AWFG Prime 2027  conorr2
(5 Started - 8 June 2026

® ONGOING

O-AWFG 2027 ( coHort2
(5 Started - 8 June 2026

® ONGOING

ATS 2027 (cononr s

(59 Starts - 14 June 2026

© UPCOMING

BUILD STRONG FOUNDATIONS +« MASTER PSIR CONCEPTS -«

DEVELOP ANSWER WRITING EARLY

Enrolment & Mentorship Queries w 93117 40432

Amit Pratap Singh -+ PSIR Faculty, ForumlIAS




