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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 7 - Power, Authority & Legitimacy Q!/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Explain the relationship between power, authority and legitimacy.

Intro routes

Body How

Counter-view

Conclusion routes

R1 Three not separate but one continuum -. Authority = Power + Legitimacy
R2 Power = the fact of acting . authority = that fact accepted . legitimacy = the reason for acceptance

Power is broadest (Maclver: command of compliance / Weber: will despite resistance) . may rest on force,
coercion, reward, manipulation . force alone produces fear, not authority . legitimacy = rightfulness, belief of
the governed - converts naked power into rightful authority (Rousseau: strength into right, obedience into
duty) . authority = power + willing obedience from duty . Weber's three types (traditional / charismatic /
legal-rational) ground rightful rule — analytically distinct but practically intertwined - legitimacy lowers the
cost of rule

Habermas: the process of legitimation matters - consent can be manufactured in capitalist democracies
through party systems and welfare reforms

R1 All three indispensable - where legitimacy fails, authority decays back into naked force
R2 Power becomes stable authority only when clothed in legitimacy . a continuum, not separate
compartments
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 7 - Power, Authority & Legitimacy Q2/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Examine the nature and meaning of power.

R1 Power = central concept of politics ("money of economics") - meaning settled, nature contested
R2 Lasswell: shaping & sharing of power - politics = acquisition / exercise / resistance - meaning vs nature

Body How Meaning = capacity to produce intended effects . Dahl + Weber ("power over”) . two presumptions:
individual + domination — nature challenges both — Coser's two traditions (Weber domination / Parsons
facility) . Arendt: acting in concert, enabling . structural loci: Marx (class) / feminists (patriarchy) / Foucault
(discourse) - Lukes' three dimensions: decision-making - agenda-setting - thought-control (Gramsci
hegemony) . least observable

Against the Dahl-Weber individual-and-domination reading: power as collective and enabling (Arendt), as
structural (Marx, feminist, Foucault), and as hidden /ideological (Lukes, Gramsci)

R1 Power is many-sided: "over" and "to", visible and hidden — more than command
R2 Meaning stable (capacity for effects); nature plural and contested across agent, locus and visibility
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 7 - Power, Authority & Legitimacy ®3/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Comment on the Tools of legitimation of the State.

Body flow

Count er-view

Conclusion routes

R1 Legitimacy transforms naked power into rightful authority - obedience from duty, not fear
R2 Rousseau: turn strength into right, obedience into duty . state needs definite tools

Legitimation = securing popular allegiance . internal tools: law & order + peace . rights + free press .
participation + inclusive state-building - services + welfare - constitutionalism + public accountability as
checks . external tool: mutual recognition . distinct political entity . indicators: taxes, national symbols,
voting, acceptance . Lipset (Political Man): a condition for stable democracy

Tools not foolproof - Habermas: crisis tendencies when capitalist economy & democratic demands pull apart

R1 Tools = bridge converting power into willing obedience
R2 Legitimacy must be earned and renewed, not assumed
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MODEL ANSWER

Leafiimwca in wholl trovmaforms naKed powat tndo aghtful
Otui‘hmi‘id L%ﬁn‘tévnai:fow s Hthe proces *kmn@h whict khe Atabe
{ecunen populon aue,(jiwe,,aoikai‘ akizena obea ocdr er% dui'a
Aather Haaw 6@&,\

P(CLMdi'va Lo Roumeouw , +he Aimhaeot o neuth At)’ﬂlfa (/»\01.84\
o Auwle unlenn he Hfuanma Ai‘vehaﬂv tnto M;?ﬂi" d obedienece ifo

d.ui:a ~The otate %o\c{)ou, clcptv\da on o deb—(w‘io sek 06 tooln
o wih and Aomew Hun aﬂc@r'amc-

The mont basic s Hie vmauntemonce of Low & order and peace
witun ma“e:tc(j , To Hun the olate adds the protection og M‘E)Lb_\.
A 6r¢adow\. 0'6 Hie pren public ‘pmt:‘a"pa:tfow 4 »tate - &Jﬂd.ma

ch‘uu\a of suvicex 4 weljone meosmer Securr allegianee é’éﬂ
maifma Arcol needn Comntitubionalism 4 public aecountability
then pPlace cheeka own POV J\eamwva citizens the o.pcﬂkau‘%
witll not be abused. Togather Hhene {)oxm trkeanall Qcar‘ir'ma;tfom

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumlAS



Leai'h“w\cvcg i~ odso Aau@u; Sc@awol, boaden. Tk\cuﬁL extaunal
Qcai;tiwab‘avu, »rltoten ACLO&V\-;AC, one omoHen , wlvch ollowas Coci
2o Atand o» o duntined politi cel e»c!:c“i:d.

That #here Toodsr oue wa}..Kc‘ma sMrowa  tn eya{jolaﬁ condul :
cilizens Py Ltoxes , Anpecl wnationol A(jw&oﬂzs,uotc and occepl
Atode m&ﬁau“:td. Sc&mowg, Upsd, in Politiced Moan , Lreakn suel
.Qoaistfma,ca oa o Conduation ﬁa}L a Alable demowatic Ae(?r‘me.-

Howeven , the Apola ocne wot 60:1_0,Pr’00£- Habey man Oﬁum +Hol

wcﬂbmc dewmo caccitn éax_e.f catdin Tendencien when HAhe demanda
06 the capitolint Ce OOy ond demotrotric politics puwll ol.f)augf
The toosn Gﬁ .Qcﬁt‘;tiwatrbx , hem, Conveal po~ fito mwh@

obedicnee — and nmusl be eouned and arenerved , not acgumed-

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumlAS



—— PY® VAULT - Day 7 - Power, Authority & Legitimacy ®@al/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Comment on the Bases of Power.

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion routes

R1 Bases = what power-holders control to shape behaviour - power is more than force
R2 Bases run visible . near-invisible . power rests on a widening set of supports

Three basic bases: force / influence / authority . forms: coercive, reward, legitimate, expert, referent
individual base: Dahl ("A over B") + Weber (will despite resistance) = power over - structural bases; Marx
(economic class controls state) . feminist (patriarchy, exclusion of women) . Foucault (institutions,
knowledge, surveillance, normalisation - ideology/discourse = least visible base)

Arendt: "acting in concert” - collective, enabling base from civic participation, against power-as-domination

R1 Power rests on structure, knowledge and consent, not force alone
R2 Bases widen from coercion (visible) to ideology (invisible) . power is far broader than force
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PYQ® VAULT - Day 7 - Power, Authority & Legitimacy Q5/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Comment on Foucault's concept of power.

Intro routes

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion routes

R1 Dominant view = sovereign, top-down, repressive -. Foucault overturns it
R2 Foucault's core claim = power dispersed, productive, capillary . "comes from everywhere"

Break from sovereign /juridico-legal power . not from one centre . capillary / micro-physics . productive,
not repressive - produces subjects, identity, norms, knowledge - power/knowledge - truth shaped by
power — regimes of truth — works via discourse, discipline, surveillance - Discipline and Punish: torture —
disciplinary power (schools, prisons, hospitals) . Panopticon . self-surveillance . normalisation replaces
force — power presupposes freedom - resistance internal to power

Habermas: no normative ground to judge injustice . Lukes: neglects class and economic structures

R1 Power moves from a thing possessed to a relation that produces us
R2 Despite the critiques, Foucault reset how power is studied — knowledge, surveillance, identity
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PY® VAULT - Day 7 - Power, Authority & Legitimacy Q@679

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Write on the Linkage between Power and Hegemony.

R1 Power not only coercion - also works through consent - that consensual face is hegemony
R2 Dahl's overt "power over" . but the deepest power shapes consent . Gramsci names this hegemony

Body flow Gramsci links power & hegemony . supremacy in two modes: domination + intellectual and moral leadership
. political society = coercion / civil society = consent - ruling-class worldview becomes common sense -
unequal order seems just . power exercised with consent = hegemony . matches Lukes' third dimension

(shapes beliefs, not just actions) -~ most durable, explains why unequal order survives

Counter-view Hegemony never complete — must be constantly renewed - contestable through a slow war of position

R1 Hegemony is power's deepest, most durable face - rule rests on belief, not force
R2 Power as hegemony = domination so secure it no longer needs coercion
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 7 - Power, Authority & Legitimacy Q7/%

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Legitimacy adds positive value to political authority and obligation.
Discuss.

R1 Legitimacy = rightfulness . transforms naked power into rightful authority . this transformation is the
positive value (to authority + obligation)
R2 Power merely obeyed vs power accepted as right . legitimacy turns the first into the second . strengthens
both ruler's authority and citizens' obligation

Value to authority: fear-based power # authority . Authority = Power + Legitimacy . Weber's three types (rule
becomes accepted) - state's monopoly stable only if treated as rightful - Arendt (no legitimacy - coercion -
cannot last) . legitimacy lowers cost of rule . value to obligation: duty to obey . ground shifts from
fear/punishment to "just & fair" — Rousseau (strength — right, obedience — duty) — Locke (consent +
life/liberty/property; failure dissolves obligation) . Hobbes (obey to escape insecurity; disorder weakens both)

- condition: Beetham (rules + shared beliefs + consent)

Radical tradition: is the value truly positive? — Gramsci (will for state manufactured via hegemony, not
spontaneous) - Habermas (process of legitimation matters; consent manufactured via party systems, welfare)
- legitimacy may stabilise without justifying

R1 Yes, positive value: power - durable authority, fear . duty, obedience voluntary
R2 Value genuine only with real consent . manufactured legitimacy secures rule without securing justice
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 7 - Power, Authority & Legitimacy Q@2/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Explain Macpherson's view on power.

R1 Power located in liberalism's own foundations, not command over others —. possessive individualism as
starting point
R2 Individual as self-owner . freedom tied to property - limited liberal freedom, sets up the argument

Possessive individualism (self-ownership, freedom = property, state guards property/market) . extractive
power (control of others' productive capacities; legitimised by possessive individualism; capitalist-market
inequality; owners command non-owners) . developmental power (higher human capacities; ethical, not
descriptive; needs welfare; opposes extractive) - real democracy must centre self-development + cut
extractive power . but liberal capitalist democracies let the powerful convert extractive into their own
developmental power

Counter-view Nancy Fraser . wealth inequality + social hierarchy + historical legacies shape power and development (checks
Macpherson's optimism)

R1 Power redefined: from control over others -. conditions for human self-development
R2 Genuine democracy = maximising developmental power, minimising extractive power
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 7 - Power, Authority & Legitimacy Q@ 3/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Do you think that legitimacy acquired by consent or manufactured by
indoctrination is an essential element in maintenance of political rule? Justify your
answer with relevant examples.

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion routes

R1 Legitimacy = rightfulness . turns naked power into authority . force alone never lasts (Rousseau:
obedience must rest on duty, not fear) - stake line: by consent or by manufacture, legitimacy is essential to rule
R2 Question pairs two routes — consent vs indoctrination . both aim at one thing, voluntary obedience -
thesis: legitimacy, however secured, is the essential condition of stable rule

Consent-based legitimacy: authority seen as beneficial, obedience voluntary, coercion backgrounded -
constitutional democracy, elections, rights, welfare . but legitimacy is often manufactured . Gramseci's
hegemony: domination + intellectual & moral leadership - civil society (family, school, church, media) makes
ruling worldview common sense . Althusser’s I[SA mould obedient subjects . Marcuse's consumer culture
false needs, false consciousness — divine right as older manufactured belief - both routes sustain rule -
Arendt: without legitimacy authority falls back on coercion, which cannot last . absence - resistance, protest,
governability crisis

Manufactured legitimacy is fragile . Habermas: capitalist economy vs democratic demands - legitimation
crisis . engineered consent cannot mask contradictions for long . Soviet collapse = manufactured consent
cracking

R1 Legitimacy essential to maintaining rule . but only genuine, openly reasoned consent makes it durable
indoctrination buys time, not permanence

R2 Legitimacy, by consent or by manufacture, is indispensable . naked force without it is short-lived . lasting
rule rests on freely given consent, not engineered belief
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