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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 2 - Political Ideologies Q@!/N

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

"The Political ideology of Globalization is Neo-liberalism."
Comment.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

@) Globalization not ideologically neutral . neoliberalism became its dominant logic since 1970s

statement substantially correct
m Define neoliberalism as revival of classical liberalism — free markets, minimal state, deregulation

-~ sets up its alignment with globalization

Intellectual foundations: Hayek / Friedman / Nozick . Washington Consensus - WTO, IMF, World
Bank institutional architecture — market fundamentalism - costs: inequality, erosion of welfare, state
autonomy reduced - 2008 crisis as moment of exposure

Polanyi: markets require state power, not natural . Stiglitz / Rodrik / Woods: globalization and
neoliberalism are separable; other ideological frameworks possible . neoliberalism was a political
choice, not structural necessity

@) statement describes historical reality of 1980-2008; not a permanent structural truth; neoliberal
hegemony now contested
Globalization is the economic channel; neoliberalism won it ideologically — but post-2008 backlash
shows the alignment is breaking
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—— PYQ VAULT -

Day 8 - Political ldeologies Q2/N

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Define Socialism. Discuss the salient features of Fabian Socialism.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

@) Capitalism's private ownership of production - socialism as critique and alternative — equality of
access as core demand
) Socialism defined against capitalism - Joad's "hat" signals plurality of socialist methods

Fabianism as one distinct path

Bottomore's definition — social control over production, equality of access
(resources/knowledge/power) . varieties diverge on method . Fabianism named after Fabius
Cunctator . constitutional /parliamentary road - state as instrument of reform - middle-class

intellectual leadership — nationalization of key sectors, not total abolition . welfare reforms:
municipal services, education, Labour Party link

Marxist critique: no class struggle, no labour theory of value, confined to intellectual circles, excessive
gradualism

@) Fabianism as constitutional socialism — gradualist means, socialist ends — durable legacy in welfare

state
m Fabianism resolved socialist ends with liberal-democratic means; its influence in Labour politics

proves viability
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 8 - Political Ideologies Q3/N

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Write a brief note on The End of History debate.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Body flow

Count er-view

@ Cold War ends - liberal democracy appears without rival . Fukuyama's triumphalist thesis
emerges

&) !deological century closes . question: is liberal democracy the final destination or merely a
dominant moment?

Fukuyama's core claim (ideological endpoint, not cessation of events) . Hegelian basis: Hegel + Kojeve,
freedom and recognition — Cold War context validates thesis (Soviet collapse, Eastern Europe) —
Huntington (civilizational conflict replaces ideological conflict) - Zizek (capitalism's contradictions
unresolved) — Kagan (power and ambition endure) . Marxist /post-colonial (class inequality and
Eurocentrism ignored) - empirical falsification: China, democratic recession, nationalism, identity
politics

Fukuyama not claiming events cease — claiming ideological evolution ends; critics show even this
narrower claim cannot hold

@) Thesis remains historically significant as document of liberal triumphalism, not as settled truth

€2 History's grammar changed after 1991; it did not end
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PY® VAULT - Day 8 - Political Ideologies Q4a/N

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Comment on the End of Ideology debate. [150 words]

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

@ Postwar prosperity + Cold War consensus — Bell's diagnosis of ideological exhaustion
Advanced societies converging toward pragmatic technocracy — ideology declared redundant

Body flow Bell's core claim (technocracy replacing conflict) . Lipset /Rostow reinforce convergence . welfare-

state affluence softens class lines — critics: Marcuse (masked domination) — Mills (elite ideology
persists) - Althusser (ideology constitutive of social life) . history's verdict: feminism,
environmentalism, post-colonialism disprove the thesis

Bell's diagnosis read as ideological itself — defending the status quo under the cover of neutrality

Thesis changed the terms of ideological struggle, did not end it

@ Ideology survives wherever power, inequality, and identity remain contested
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MODEL ANSWER

The emd of (deology debate emerged (a the Qate (AS0s, whem post-
LOOA on.s.f)e_.dia ord Cold wax /stabfuta seemed Pto dinrncluve Hhe

Maarp dara am:ta.aow)sma Hot head powered ecanlin mde_oﬂoac‘caﬁ,
vove mendn. Damiel (ese, wu";h‘wa in “The End G6 Idc.aﬂoag C1960),
o.ﬁued. tHhiol oduvanced induntaiol Souckies wene moufw\a Curiry
Bvam 8?0-«*\(1 doct Adnol w'hbbci'/s toward Eechrmoumatic , Pmamo:h‘c.

PTO&:-QM—* .SOQU("V\G.

Scamu. Maoutin Uipsedd omd wolt Whitwman Rostow rcinforced
Hun wv\uuaemce, fHHenin | Suﬂgmtl‘wg FHot ,umna a.&ﬁﬂume, ond.
wellare -atate (omensun had blurked the Left- Mot dioide
omd wmade mons [Clc.oﬂ,oal‘ooi, wmoblinodion obcolete.

The Hherin ottrocted tmmediote 4 suntadned caticism. Hobal
Marcune ergued ot Beld s aecount concealed dorenation
beveatl, e Swhace o, apporent conmemsts. C. Wright Migds
held Haak r‘deoloara Ac mouned vy vauch odive Ot iong aaucmm’na
eliter , who exununed pow A 'trf\A.OL(S‘Lv Cnti tukitonal Aadhe Hhamw
oy - movemeant chauwnela.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumlAS



Lowirn ALHunnern werd 6—w~ﬂ«e& : r‘d{,aﬂaaa, he Cmninted, , in not a
pmivxa P#\aar_, but & conntitutive 06 socsal ,Uﬁc. l"i'a% ; ok
Comnol St‘mpﬂU dirobpean .

Hm‘toaa Confirmed Hhe cnitics . The e c:& 6cm‘w"3m, cnviromment-
clism amd  pont - celowicdicsme tn the 19605 and chahd nrowved
ol new t‘deaﬂoafoaﬂ. 6orma:tr‘om weAc bu‘nﬂ Horan Procc'/.\d-a ot
the wrmoment Bell decloned fd\coﬂoaa dead. These moveumendn
Conteated power . :‘dc/vctr‘td and justice (n wayys no techunowadic
Conaemauas cowldd oabsorb.

Betlic thenin , theacfore . dud et ewnd (dealogy. It changed e
tearain of, ideological struggle . The cevbral dinputes oven equality,
ﬁvudoWL and. power weie nol Aesolved > ‘Ux% waee ovJLa
)lcﬁoxmwﬂ_ai;ooh

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



—— PY®Q VAULT - Day 8 - Political Ideologies Q@s/N

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

What is the contemporary relevance of Marxism?

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Post-1991 funeral declared premature — 2008 crisis revived Marx as diagnostic lens
m Marxism outlasted Soviet collapse — capitalism's own contradictions returned the question

Core categories: inequality + labour precarity (Piketty, Streeck, Wolff) . alienation reappears in gig
economy (Lukacs: reification) — cultural /ideological domination: Gramsei's hegemony + Marcuse's
democratic unfreedom - global capitalism: world-systems and imperialism still Marxist terrain
Marxism itself forced capitalism toward welfare reform

Economic reductionism (Weber); authoritarian outcomes (Popper, Arendt) weaken revolutionary
prescription while leaving analytical categories intact

Marxism survives not as blueprint but as indispensable critique of capital
) !ts categories grow sharper as inequality deepens — relevance is structural, not nostalgic
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 8 - Political Ideologies Qé6/1

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Comment on Liberalism as a revolutionary idea. [150 words]

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

@) Liberalism born in crisis of feudalism . not reform but replacement of political foundations
@) Liberal ideas entered history as challenge to entire inherited order — birth, status, divine right

Feudalism + absolutism as target - Locke: natural rights, consent, limited government . individual
replaces king as unit of politics . Glorious Revolution, American Revolution, French Revolution as proof
~ economic transformation: free market breaks feudal restrictions — political transformation:
constitutionalism, civil rights, representation replace monarchy

Marx: liberalism revolutionary only in dismantling feudalism; once capitalism secured, it turned into
ideology defending new privilege

@) Revolutionary at origin, conservative in maturity — ideas outlasted the impulse
Its lasting contribution: it made individual rights the permanent grammar of modern politics
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 8 - Political Ideologies Q7/N

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

"Political ideology is primarily concerned with the allocation and
utilization of power." Comment.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

@) !deology as a system of ideas — centrally about who rules, by what authority, in whose interest -

power is its organizing question
m Freeden: ideologies as "maps of the political landscape” . every map must first locate power -

allocation + utilization are the map's two axes

Four ideological positions each as a power-project - Liberalism (allocates power to individual + limited
state) — Socialism (shifts power from private capital to society) ~ Marxism (exposes class domination
as the real site of power) . Feminism (extends power to the private sphere, patriarchy as a power-
structure) . Gramsci: coercion alone insufficient, hegemony makes power "common sense”

Foucault: power dispersed through discourse and surveillance, not reducible to the state

Ideology is not only about power — it also addresses moral values, rights, justice, and human dignity;
Arendt: power is the human ability "to act in concert,” not merely domination; ideologies are also moral

vocabularies, not just power-manuals

) Statement is substantially true but partial — ideologies diagnose, morally judge, and propose
redistribution of power; the moral dimension completes the power-question, not replaces it
m Ideologies are power-projects anchored in values — they cannot be reduced to power alone, but

every enduring ideology must settle the power question first
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 8 - Political ldeologies @2/l

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Comment on the "Revolution in Permanence". [150 words]

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

m @) Stagist orthodoxy in Marxism — question: must revolution halt at bourgeois-democratic stage?
Marx-Engels coined the phrase — Trotsky gave it systematic theory

Body flow Stagism rejected — uneven and combined development - bourgeois-democratic revolution passes into
socialist revolution in unbroken chain - world-system logic — Russian Revolution must spread —
human emancipation, not just state seizure

Soviet failure revealed limits . Mao echoed the idea but outcomes remained bounded by national
conditions

@ Revolution in Permanence as theoretical corrective to mechanical Marxism
) Its core insight — revolution must be continuous and global — remains the most unresolved
challenge in socialist politics
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 8 - Political Ideologies Q1/

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Comment on the Decline of Liberalism. [150 words]

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

@) Liberalism as dominant ideology of the modern West — now faces accumulated crisis of its own
making
3 Liberalism's promise — individual rights, rule of law, democratic governance - neoliberal variant
betrayed that promise

Neoliberal inequality . Stiglitz + Piketty . economic discontent . populist backlash . Mounk:
liberal democracy in retreat — Crouch: post-democracy gap — cultural backlash against
multiculturalism + progressive liberalism . external pressures: authoritarian states, geopolitical
fragmentation, self-subversion

Tl Decline is not extinction: liberal institutions, rights framework, and constitutional order retain
legitimacy and capacity for renewal

@ Liberalism needs welfare correction and institutional renewal to recover social legitimacy
m The crisis is real, but liberalism's alternatives have not produced a coherent replacement — the

project remains unfinished
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 8 - Political Ideologies @n/n

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Marxism is a political theory of action demanding strict
compliance with its core principles. Comment.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

@) Marxism as praxis: theory must change the world -. scientific self-image creates logic of
compliance

Historical materialism + class struggle . deviation = betrayal of revolutionary project

Body flow Lenin formalizes compliance: vanguard party, democratic centralism . strict discipline necessary
dictatorship of party, not proletariat

Luxemburg: spontaneous mass action vs. bureaucratic centralism
Popper: closed unfalsifiable system
Arendt: doctrinal rigidity feeds totalitarianism

@) Later traditions (Gramsci, Marcuse, Frankfurt School) open the framework . compliance belongs

to one strand, not the whole tradition
) Marxism remains theory of action — but emancipation, not orthodoxy, is its core demand
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