— PSIR OPTIONAL - UPSC CSE

PY®
Vault

$60 LY/, 10

questions days years of PYQs

Indian Political Thought - 12 questions

Every question carries a Flow Snapshot — and a handwritten
model answer on the channel.
No PYQ will be unfamiliar.

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh ForumlAS




— PYQ VAULT - Day !l - INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT Ql/I12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 - 10 marks

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s idea of state socialism.

rl vote hollow without bread - state socialism makes political
democracy real via economic equality - “one man, one value”

r2 political democracy incomplete without economic democracy
. state socialism as the remedy . equality across political,
social, economic life

VPRl programme in States and Minorities — state owns key
industries, insurance, agriculture (collective farming) . abolish
zamindari + redistribute wealth -~ mixed economy, no
exploitation . distinctive feature: placed in the Constitution,
beyond legislative majorities - socialism without dictatorship

- vs Marx: caste + class, constitutional not violent, state as
welfare not exploiter - liberal-democratic / Fabian

never fully adopted - under liberalisation, welfare for the
oppressed stays insecure

Counter-view

Conclusion Rl bridge from political to economic democracy - liberty
fonces secured through the state, not dictatorship

R2 socialism within parliamentary democracy - change by
constitutional method, not violence
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MODEL ANSWER

Foo @.R AmbedKar , the vode wmeort Little 1o ome wtio lLackKed bread.
State Coualism wan din answer. Tt wouwld moke poletical de'moaara
aal through economic eq,ua.ﬁdg,maufha Sou‘cba toworda *“one van,
one value” tn political , Social amd economic Life.

He aelt aut the sdreme th States ¢ Munontior. The plate woutd
0T Kea tnduntrien & (mpuwamee |, aun aﬁ»\iwﬁiuo an o ptate
r‘wdu-f-ctra wit colleckive 6mmva , abolinkn zamindoad 4 reduntnibokcve
weal . |, wile kit perimittiog private emfeprine that didaol
exploit. Tids duntenelive BcaiuAr, wos fo place Hhn programme in
e Constitution ;“;toe%, éczjoy\d the Aeaclh c'f) arm‘mma Qeamlqirue,

majmi Lien.

He warded sodalusm withonl didatosstdp . OnliKe Kol Manx, he
JOined canle wit clans, daose comnlitubional wmwethoda ouer
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expﬂofia:tt“ov\, . s mmodel Ataﬂﬂd witun o Qlé&a-ﬁ- de.maa:lrfc..
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e Scheme was neven B-uﬂ-ﬂa adopled and under LUbualisation,
wellone ﬁm the oppremed  Aemadnma danecuae. Yeb it atordn os
ArbedKoa's Brr"d.@e E,wvw Poﬂx‘:tr"oaﬂ_ fo economic dwua%__
ﬂéuia Secunred, ‘kaTOu@K the atate, not dx"d:atmslu“r;.
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— PYQ VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOVUGHT Q2/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 - 20 marks

Discuss Sri Aurobindo’s views on Cultural Nationalism.

e Ror o8 R nationalism recast as cultural-spiritual creed - against
“geographical expression” . India a living nation with a soul

k2 India as Mother / Shakti, a living spiritual entity - idea
shaped by Herder, Neo-Vedanta, Bankim

PR influences shape theidea - cultural nationalism = recovery of
civilisational selfhood . revival of Sanatana Dharma, Vedas,
Upanishads, indigenous art & literature - cultural renaissance =
spiritual revival . Sanatana Dharma as national personality, not
sect — links nationalism with universalism — Swaraj non-
imported, non-imitative - assimilate Western technique, keep
Indian selfhood - national regeneration - universal
regeneration (Heehs)

Il religious vocabulary appears Hindu-centric - risk in a plural
society - but intention inclusive (Muslims + diversity within one
spiritual whole)

A e rl cultural nationalism = recovery of India’s civilisational soul as
routes the basis of freedom

R2 revival rooted at home, universal in aim — Indian selfhood as
a guide for humanity
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MODEL ANSWER

Sxi Aurobindo Lramnformed  nakionaliswm Lrom a political demand
to o cuttwmal 4 spintuel caeed. A@m‘mt Hie coloniall cloim
that Indio was Wy a @eoakapwooﬂ. expremion, he cminded that
ITndiw wan a Qx‘ufna nation with a Soul. Iu\{)htncod- 4;0 Jothomn
Haderw , Neo — Jedardism amd BanKiva Urnandaa C.b\o:ﬂoge.a,,kc trected
the wotion an a Q[ufv\a ApirMtued emii‘ig - Indix o Mother, a
Shekti wade cf’ the Ai'w/vﬁﬂ» of ol he pecple.

Cottwol notionolinm ,GM Iim, meanl +Hae Accovery of Indiars
civiQrz ot ionad &Lﬂf)exood- IX cotled forn the Awival off Samatama
Ddarma , Hhe vedan , Hre Upanisbads | (~dd gemoun ok, Liteatwe 4
buntord cal Setf)- respect. Thin cwttimal  Awmounsanee aa tnnepanable
from spinituol awival- Sawatoma Dbaama hae was not a narrow
Sect but Hae oy pereonality of the notion, and £ fiKed
ILedian notionalism with univesraliSm.

He hetd Haat Smaa rmunt be non- Fmpwd’ed. 4 non- rmitctive
U-M%u.ﬁb Waotonm techmgues ontd be omimilated , but ITundfas
Au.bkoad sl ot be puarenwdeacd.
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Thdiars Aawival had a wide purpose : national /\L@&v\tz\a:t{on would
Prepane The (fjmuhd. ﬁar univen sol N_gcmmai:f‘ah- Ac-concu‘na Lo Pden
Heehn ; 6tc.edom way Hhe condiFion ‘sar an awaKemed ITndia #o
8»44"5!& Mmavd%-

Cnticsa note Hal Hun &cﬂ.raf‘ows u::}oo-@:u.ﬂm.a Could oppear Hindu -
cervtric avd oslram o plual .sou“d;a. Ve {us cnterdion won
twclusive Mrw‘na Musrlimnr and ITwdia’s d-iucf\m“:ta widthin one
spirituol whale.
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— PYQ VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT Q3/I2

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 - IS marks

Examine Gandhi’s critique of ‘Modernisation.

Rl not West-as-place but West-as-type — Hind Swaraj (1909) —
‘Satanic’

R2 progress mismeasured as multiplying wants, not mastering
them -. restraint = true civilisation

artha /kama over dharma, comfort over moral welfare, “how
much to forego” . Wellock (greed, materialism, violence, loss of
spirituality) - machinery: “craze for machinery, not machinery
as such... supreme consideration is man” -. industrialism’s costs
(unemployment, alienated labour, centralisation, ruined crafts)

-~ Kumarappa (“no industrialization without predation”) -

power gathers in state + capital - citizens as passive subjects -
Swaraj = decentralisation + moral autonomy

Il Tagore: medieval, economically limiting, isolating . Gandhi’s
reply: all cultures free about the house, but no cultural slavery

Conclusion Rl not backwardness but moral reconstruction - Swaraj,
routes Swadeshi, Sarvodaya, trusteeship

r2 critique still alive in sustainability / simple-living debates
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MODEL ANSWER

Gandhi's quarrel was nol wilh e wesl an a ploce Lut it
o ‘L‘zﬁ;e O‘B colinatiom . Tvi Haond Swa.m\.j C190a) he cotled wnodan
Uuilinockion ¢ Satomic ’/ Stee (£ wmeanmned progrem 'o(j the

Y o P-Uood.'tbw G’B wards Aothe. tHow Haein vv\an'tu.a.

Fon bun modeanination snel aathee £ Kawma obove dhoama, P,qm~ha
{Dodﬂlﬁ oow~60)€t over vmoaa L wu{)a,&c- “The Aeal qumtr‘or\ wan ot
how ruck one could 60A£00. Wi‘.Lﬁva WetlocK noted Hhalt Gandini
P.Qmed, a*rud, moterialism , uiolenece omd Loss 016 sPr‘M‘:tMJwta
ot the heant of) wodtnnipakion.

Thin explaim hin aland on ma-c}dmud The objeetion wos exoct :
“what T objecd to nn the craze {on machiney . rol ma.ddnag
ar sack . The Supreme Consideration (& man. UnchecKed thdun-
Diialism  bred umenpPRoymed aliemated Lebomn , cerdralisotion
and the ruwin of, uc‘ﬂ?_aoe, cafln @ J.C Kumonoppa held ol thace
ol be * no cnduntyvializolion writoul pAcdc«.tf‘on.” Modean power
alno gothued n the state awnd copital reducing ctizens 1o
pamive  subjecks , Ao Swara demanded decerdrolisation and mord

mdov\c:w(j ;



Robindaa noth, 'Taaono ‘ﬂ«ouah.t Hin medideval and e,cohow"oa.ua
ﬂwﬁi{wa 2 6wu-«6 inalation Grow» coond Mowﬂwga. Gand

Acpubd, Hhal e wltunes ch e Lands showld blow 6!1428
aboult tun toune . but Openmen munl not become culturad

AQBU%-

Hun CMhi:iquef LGN ‘ﬂr\zA.:.{)aAo nok beek wandmens but monal
Aeeovalvaction — .SuJaAaj , Swadentu |, ga&uodﬂaa, ivmtemp =
o~d L skl I‘waMA debaten o sunstad nabt‘ﬂi&-
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— PYQ VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT Q 4 /12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - 10 marks

According to Sri Aurobindo, Swaraj is a necessary
condition for India to accomplish its destined goal.
Comment in 150 words.

Intro routes

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion
routes

Rl Swaraj not an end in itself - complete independence
precondition for India’s spiritual destiny

k2 foreign rule blocks a nation’s natural growth - India as
Mother in chains - freedom to recover selfhood

alien rule obstructs growth + individuality - good government #
self-government . destiny larger than freedom - recover
individuality + revive Sanatana Dharma + guide humanity -
national regeneration - universal regeneration . Heehs:
freedom the indispensable condition for India’s world-role

spiritual-Hindu vocabulary risky in a plural society - thin on
concrete social /economic reform

Rl nation in chains cannot fulfil a spiritual mission - Swaraj the
necessary first step to destiny

r2 freedom the gateway, not the goal . Swaraj's worth lies in the
destiny it enables
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MODEL ANSWER

Fon. Sat Awobindo, Swwm.j Was NeUeA an end (n t"ﬁf_m%’. Tt meanl
Czoh.Pld;(, Independece , nol winoh ajorma on neodn dn Hhe
Lubauc)\axa. It mattered becavne Tndia bhas a deytined gFrM‘:tuo.fL

Aole ot gamgjw amile  blocKed.,

He bhetd Hal oliem rule obstvuets Hie noturcld 8vow,tﬁ\ and
I‘hd.:‘ufdua.U:td c‘ a nodton. India , Hhe Mothen (i Unadna, won
quDhiued, D‘g e Acﬂb&ood Ba Colonial. dowunalionn ; 80061 8ouan-
mend Cowld nok Aeploce pedf- yummy\t.

India’s destined 800& wan Qa«Om Han ta own ﬁve,edom. Swoaroy
wovldl cleannse Indio of Cwopean pollution , nestorne iXo olel
national e‘ndiuc‘d.uaﬂi;td , Aewive Saratona Dlhoama and Ld Tundsia
gu"de &umaw';ta SPD\J:‘.—M%~ National Aeﬁwﬂ\.ai:faw e ol d
prepaae  umivanal Aegemeration . An Peley Heebny notes , freedom
wos ¢ Hae r‘mdr‘ofma-'oﬂc, condition ﬁo.«. Tedia Ho dw"d& Hie world

g

r‘6 L Ac- awoKened 1o s s,or/u‘iua.(’, 3Acainm.
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Cacticn 6—fhd Hrs Apinitual Gva wna Hinduw — cerdric amd weodk, on
Concaele Soclal f\eborm: Vet 60}\, Aurobindo Hhe ,Qo@:‘c Leld : a

wolion (h chainn  camnol 6u£.611. o sFt‘M“JtML rlrysion, , SO Swmot'j
to the necesysany 6—:‘m,t prep  Fowanda Tinddars de.o:tr‘na»
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT QS/I2

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - 20 marks

Political democracy could not last unless social
democracy lay at its base - B.R. Ambedkar. Comment.

rl Constituent Assembly closing speech - political democracy =
form only . cannot survive without a social base

R2 democracy # elections - “associated living,” respect among
equals - form vs soil

social democracy = way of life (liberty + equality + fraternity,

inseparable) - trinity cannot be split (liberty w/o equality = rule
of few; equality w/o liberty = no initiative; both need fraternity)

. caste destroys fraternity at root . contradiction from 26 Jan
1950: one vote vs one value (political equality + social /economic
inequality) - “top-dressing” on undemocratic soil -
preconditions (no glaring inequality, constitutional morality,
public conscience, minority protection) — society oppresses
deeper than state - rights need moral /social base, not law alone

el same Constitution = instrument to convert political into social
democracy (FRs, DPSP, reservations); Granville Austin — “social
document” . political form can build the social base, not merely
wait for it

Eonclusion Rl caution holds - one vote must steadily become one value
routes

R2 democracy lasts only as its social base deepens - an
unfinished task
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MODEL ANSWER

Tn bin Cﬂosf«/\a oddremn 10 the Cowstituent Asscmbly, G.R. AnbedKod
held ol Tudiaws po Ut ical democ.m»c(cj wold ol swuive on idna
owh. Foan hine dcwoc.w.,oa won never elections ollone bul ‘prc‘mm“ﬂ&
Q. wode 0’5 xS Souatked Qx‘uc'-a, 56 mjol“nt COmimu i Cact ed. uf’w“c“\f-‘-e—’-
oL Aeﬂott‘omah? GB VayP&ot @ vovg C»clu.a.f/s PolLiticol dmooxobcg

Supgaﬂ.{c.cl the Borm} Soual alanoua,ca tad 1o SCA.PP% $Hie Sotl
Sencottn (L.

Ba Souald clemoo\a.ca PrbedKan wmeant a wa.a 0-6 24‘6& ot Areada
Qibui’d, eclmbta and f)va.tavu":ta on  fanepuable prireiples . The
three could not be splik !J'li’auta withoul equality gver
Supremacy to Hhe %w,- equods 't(j wrt Fhoul .beuifa Killn ndiue-
dual (nitiakive and both collapne without sraiuu:%, to bind

Hem . Conte .‘.:»a &avddma mem 6ram Lirtt, dmtro(tj/s HMrin 6miam”1:a
al the Aool.

Thun cpmdw;eal He cortradiction he 6c,aAcd- Fom 26 Jawn (9€0

Indua would 81’&'»\1: Pau;tfoaﬁ. Gbc[uab'it((j —0he perSon , one vole —
wihile Soual & ecconemic Ufe stisl denied gne man,one value.
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Hence Win preconditions : wo 8£au‘v\8 thequalities , conatitutional
moz\a.ﬂ[ia , & public Con screwce  awd protection 0-6 nunoastien .
P bedKan olno bheld Huat -socfota Can opprems On (ndividual
MAOAS debpbd than Hhe atate ,»o6 Mbkt/-\ need a wvorall oand
soctal bane , nol Low alone.

Vet Hhe Same comntitution he d.m.6:tcal Lecome Hae dnbumend
{)m. {;uhm“v\a politecal dcmomaaoa (wto soclal dewoma,ca _ﬂwatah
Fundamental R-uak:b) , Divective principles and Acnervakiona .
Granuille Auntin theafone Colled (£ °° f[rsf 4 foremont a
Socdal docuwment.” The couwtion holda dewoCAo\% Lant only

oo one yote Atmw% becomen owne value.
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— PY®Q VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT Qé6/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 - IS marks

Discuss Ambedkar’s ideas on ‘annihilation of caste’.

Rl 1936 undelivered speech -. radical attack on Hindu social
order - caste cannot be reformed, only destroyed

r2 social reform must precede political reform . annihilation,
not mending, of caste

PRl caste = “division of labourers” (occupation by birth, denies
choice/dignity) - rests on endogamy + purity-pollution +
scriptural sanction (Vedas/Shastras/Manusmriti) — graded
inequality — blocks united resistance, weakens nation -
destroys public spirit/opinion /fraternity (“virtue caste-ridden,
morality caste-bound”) — democracy impossible on such soil -
inter-dining /inter-caste marriage useful but insufficient —
socialists wrong to treat caste as secondary to class - cure:
destroy religious sanction - “religion of rules” to “religion of
principles” - law as disinfectant - casteless order on liberty-
equality—-fraternity

el partial reform (inter-dining, inter-caste marriage) vs root
destruction of religion; class-only socialist view vs caste-centred
analysis

Cavilucdan ®l annihilation = ending the religious-ideological basis of caste,
routes not softening it

Rz replacement by casteless democratic order, “one man, one
value” - Limaye’s Communist Manifesto parallel
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MODEL ANSWER

Anvui &l ok ion ot Cante (1a36) , B.R. ArbedKor’s undelivered
Speeck , in o naducal otlacks on Hthe Hundu soual oaden. Thn
Core Laumn ta Hulk conte cannot be Acbarmtd i parts ik vunt

be dmiyoae_al, ok An aocok and Soual )\cbovm rmunl Come éc6a)\&
Faﬂ)tt“mﬂ. /\e_borm-

AnmbedKan a«@ued- Mot coste in nok o nedwcl duursiom n%
Jobomr but a  duuision of, Lobswaers.” Lt ftxen occupation foa bixkt

¢ derien choice, w\abi‘,&‘td anadl d.:‘cjm‘td. It resla on c~dogay
PuwH:U —Paﬂ.&d:t‘ow,ahd Acﬂiaf‘om Sanction ‘khrom@lw the Uedas, Shastrea
omd Moarunmaiti. Handu .Qou‘ei:a (r built on Sraded. t}neqwoﬂita,
whae evey Conte nsltands obove some and bdow othans This moaKea
united Aeratawnce Ml and weaKemn the nadion.

Contes , for bim , destroys public spirit, public opinion & frodevmity’
“Wirbue +had bewcome coste -vvddem amd moxaﬂita comle —boynd.”
De.noucwb Cannol worke on Sach sotl He therdfue fond, it en—
ol.im‘wa & (ntea- Conte mQMa@e MLBML but tasefficiest 4 nvticined
Soualinta 60}\, ire,a.tfwa conte os sccon.daaa 4o clarn.
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Real annitilotion ,he beld, weoma dm,‘tm%jfva e Aeﬂgram gavction
belund conte replocing the ' acdigion o aulen” vt o ' aeligion
of prineiples " and g Low on o dicijectat agarmt bnequality.
The 8004, in a costclers onden buitkt on ﬁwd ,eqwa.ﬂji:a and
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fext 4o the Comvmamninl Mau'6¢4to 60)\, cth eﬁaﬂitqu‘ah UCston .
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— PYQ VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOVUGHT Q7/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2019 - 10 marks

Comment on M.K. Gandhi’s concept of Swaraj in 150
words.

®l Swaraj as the core of Gandhi's thought . far more than
freedom from British rule

R2 swa (self) + raj (rule) — rule over oneself before political
independence

rejects mere transfer of power (English rule without the
Englishman) - real Swaraj = capacity of all to resist abused
authority, not office for a few — multidimensional: political /
economic / social / cultural / spiritual . Dalton: inner freedom
grounds outer freedom - practical shape: Gram Swaraj, khadi,
Swadeshi, constructive programme

sl unlike Tilak . political freedom without social reform (Hindu-
Muslim unity, end of untouchability) is incomplete

routes

Rl Swaraj as civilisational alternative, not a mere change of rulers

R2 Swaraj as the path to Ramrajya — people’s sovereignty,
welfare of the last person
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MODEL ANSWER

Swaoy Lea ot the heart of Makodtma Goandhis political Fhought
and ks meaning Auwa ﬁm deepa than [veedom fron Beitish ale.
Li:taaﬂlg (L i Af- Mmle — Swoe Csetls) , Aoy Crule) but {)m Qanding
L firet wmeamas aule ouen onenelf , wonal cudonomy d sedf dascipline.
He agected  dhe mauc tramnfen of power L0 Tndian elites- Englink
Aaule wortthoul Hhe Emﬁﬂmkmam. Real Swanny, he held , comes nok
when o few ocquire  owthority bul Haough ' the copacity b
all o Awiat o..u.tt\ou"fa Chew (t in abured.”

Thin nelh- sule in ruldidiimensional — polidicad, economic . sociak,
cwdtimal ond cpinitual . Dennin Datlon Aeada ivnen ﬂvu_clom o
Hee ground c% avden ﬂvc&dow\.; writhoud Ad6- restrodnk | politicol
Bv«uzdom- becomen bholow . Swaaad LaKen practical shope ‘fkvou@ffu
Gvam .chuaj, Khaodi , Swadesld and Hthe comntvuctive program~e.
Onlike (b Qa»ﬁa.dkm Tilok , Gandhi (nninted Halt politrcol
ércchrw withoul coual Atfomm , Hinduw - Munllion wu.:‘ta,, Hae emd
a{) mou.ouabmta , (& tncomplete.
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— PYQ VAULT - Day !l - INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT Q2/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2020 - 10 marks

Comment on the Ambedkar’s view on constitutionalism
in 150 words.

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion
routes

Rl constitutionalism # mere written Constitution - limited govt
+ rule of law + democracy + accountability . but legal-social,
aimed at transforming an unequal society

R2 start from his legal-social premise . the text limits power,
yet its real purpose is to remake society, not just regulate the
state

legislature = product of social conditions . unlimited legislative
power vs constitutionalism - government as public trust -
public opinion as preventive check + democratic control of
bureaucracy - text alone insufficient - democracy as the
edifice - constitutional morality (values over caste / religion /
party / hero worship) - “must be cultivated”

politics confined to constitutional methods, routine civil
disobedience rejected (read by some as narrowing popular
agitation) . his defence: without social democracy,
constitutionalism stays fragile

Rl responsible government + responsible citizenry - limited in
method, purposive in transforming society

R2 the text guarantees nothing on its own -. survives only where
constitutional morality and social democracy are cultivated
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MODEL ANSWER

B.R. AmbedKar undeartood Comntitudionclism apn wore Hham o

watte Comntitation. T meant LUnuted éauumc\r\t yaule of o,
democracy and public  occoutability. But Wa view was Qegal-
soctal ; the conntitution wunk 'ﬁ'vw{)o,«w an umequol Sou"e:%,v\o:t
wutﬂ,a ,\e@uﬂosta e Hlate.

He held 4ot He QQ@I}}W&& (n o produckt of Socol conditiona,
*Hoalt wmlinyted .Qeathﬂatlhb powen (n apposod to covntitutcionaldi sm
and. Hhal 6aue&mmwt r o Phbﬂic et Public eFr‘w‘ow WIAKA

an a prwmil‘ucf cheeck, and #*he ’DQALOMO\.Ma munt Ai:aa unden
demoiratic Cowntrol.

Yet e Hext cCanrol work alone. Covm{f-tut(‘ovwﬂjsyh Suaulven
cm% o~ He odi{)«‘ca 0'6 demou\o-ca , wituch Aesta own (oratitudionad
mox\a.Uj;a — F’“"‘*“ﬁ Comntitutionel vdalues obove coste Adliar‘on,
Poud;a and. heo wom‘fp- * Conntiduttonal w\om-ﬂita th ot o
neatunal Sewtivmevt, It hoa 1o be wptivoted.”
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He conftned polities To comntitutional wmethoda |, Ag&trxa
lowline  clucl discbedience after tndepenmdence and {eoned
Hiat woithout Cociol deykomaaa . Tnddain Coantiltudionaicm would,
/_s‘tov Gvaaf‘ﬁf. Rin uvisiorn conbinea Leaapaw“‘a-ﬂﬂ- 8auammw~t
wAtdh o AwFOMM"aLe/ Cii?z.w,ta.
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— PY® VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT Q 3/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2021 - 1S marks

“When a nation becomes devoid of arts and learning, it
invites poverty.” (Sir Syed Ahmad Khan). In the light of
this statement, assess the role of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan
as a reformer in modern India.

Intro routes

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion
routes

Rl post-1857 Muslim decline read as a crisis of learning -
education the cure

k2 his own diagnosis: no arts/learning . poverty - reform
built on this

idea into institutions - Scientific Society (1863) . Aligarh
Institute Gazette -~ MAO College / AMU . science-faith
harmony (science + Quran) . social reform via Tahzib-ul-Akhlaq
(anti-superstition /polygamy, widow remarriage, women’s
education) - early pluralism (two eyes of India)

post-1887 turn . opposed representative democracy / Congress
/ self-government . pro-British loyalism -. weakened
nationalism, fed separatist arguments — most criticised part

Rl Kopf: a nineteenth-century moderniser, not merely a
communal leader

R2 judged by his own test (learning cures backwardness)
foundational reformer & Muslim modernist
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MODEL ANSWER

Sia .QUM;L, pMimad Khar read the deeline of Ladian rmuslima

a.b‘fh. 1857 oa a wnta of ﬂ.w.zwdng. Hin slatemet Linka Hae

Lol of arlr and uumxg 1o pouenty , and hin Lifers wonK. wos
to Aemove Hhe Qacke Trovgl tducation. Thun Convickion defines
hin A,e.bavm aole.

He Ruaned Hthin into inatitudions . The Sciediffe Souely of 1863
Lrvamwnlated, wonltean Scdence (lo wda ; dHhe AQI@M Tuntitute
Gaz ethe S.Pvmol modean Kﬁcwﬂodzjcf ! and tHhe Molammedan
ﬂmaﬂa—- ortendal C,ouﬁge,, {Sauv\dtd ihn (7S , became He cerbae 06.
modean Mualing education , Lok Ab‘amu M Li'n Umi‘um‘bd-
He Ao wo ddank between guence awnd F)m‘i‘k ,wyK-fr\g Munlt'na
Uaua!:t\. 1o c,cuua “ e book 0'6 SUence (n one hard and e
HoD.U Quaain (n the other hand ‘f’krouﬁk Tabkzib-ul- Akklag
he aMlocked. Superstition and polygamy and supported wridow
kc_vnmuho.,ac., ond wowmen’'s education. Hun oo.,xﬂd politica won
plurolink ; he Rveated Hindur ond Mualims on e Hwo

eyen 06 Lndua.
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demoua.ca , the (ongrems and nelh- government and prassed
Britinhh aude. Tlun ,Qu(ja.bht turvn weokered commmon wationalism,
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caudicired  part % in ﬂeﬁ ocy-
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT Q10/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2023 - IS marks

Sri Aurobindo’s idea of Swaraj has deep significance in
the Indian social, political and cultural history.
Analyze.

I Tilak’s Swaraj = self-rule . Aurobindo radicalises it
absolute Swaraj = complete independence

g2 not mere reforms/seats . breadth carries political + social +
cultural meaning - hence deep significance

Political: first to demand Purna Swaraj - reject petition politics
. organised resistance — mass politics - Social: self-help
mass/youth awakening - participation + ethical leadership
joint action, not a few -. Cultural: non-imported /non-imitative
. civilisational pride - revival of indigenous traditions
Indian-rooted education - inner freedom of self

e 'l vocabulary Hindu-centric . socio-economic programme thin

Conclusion
routes

Rl significance remains - binds political freedom to cultural
renaissance + integral human growth

Rz Swaraj points beyond India - towards human unity

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh ForumlAS - PY® Vault
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wWhexe Bod anaadhau\. TrloK. Acad Swm&j o oelf-rule . SAf
Aunobinds gowe & a depar aund ware raducol moaw‘-\a : tAJu“:h‘.-a
W Bande Madoramw (nh (4907 bhe )u.{s(m{d, o ‘¢ Pt‘i‘cL our tdeal ore
trclh Rower FHonw obcolute Swanaj- “C Foa e Swonej won tomplete
l‘ndep&ndwa, wolk o bew Aaborm on seatn th Hae chmma‘:a-
Tlin breodith enpﬁm"ws cEn .Qo.atr’va St“aw‘b-("oahca oeros¢ Twdia‘g
political, Socod amd cultusal ﬂib-&

POﬂ:‘tl‘cal.ﬂejf Aurobindo  wuons & mong tHae {7&'91— to demand Puma
Scwonaj . He Agected modumate petition politics ,w~ode maam‘acd,
remrintance Hthe Sonin 06 cckion  and prepaned ke arouud, 604&..
Lot wans  polikics.

Sou‘aua, Swancy meaml Scﬂ{)—{/\eﬂp and He a,wokwka cB:&Ae..
POMEA QA’P““'M‘% He aawtfa. IL coalded Eov active panticipation
awd ethictol LZeadenhip , reating {reedon an a olective
awaKmv\a Aather FHhaw the d~tiative 06 o 6ew-
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PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



I

— PYQ VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT QN/I2

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - IS marks

Manabendra Nath Roy’s political thought highlighted
the humanistic aspects of Marxism. Discuss.

®lI not a break with Marx — humanism drawn out from within
Marxism - individual freed

R2 Roy’s aim = human liberation, not class power . release from
exploitation, dogma, authority

Marxist start (anti-imperialism, class analysis, India in
Transition) - Marx himself a humanist - Capital as social
ethics / protest against servitude — Comintern exposes what
smothers humanism - rejects proletarian dictatorship, party
absolutism, economic determinism - Radical Humanism:
protest against exploitation kept + sovereign individual -
reason, morality, education, consent over class struggle and
violence

A e "l sharp rupture from orthodox Marxism vs Kaviraj's “substratum
of philosophic continuity” / Bipan Chandra’s Marxism-liberal-
humanism bridge

Rl every social order judged by the freedom it gives the individual

Conclusion
routes

k2 humanism of Marxism = social justice joined to individual
liberty

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh ForumlAS - PYQ Vault



MODEL ANSWER

Mana bendra. Nath, Roa did not duscond Maux ; he daew oul
He bunmanism wityn Maaxsisma  omd ‘évee,d Lt 6vom o0 Haol
Caunhred e (ndiyiduald. Fon Ra(j, Hie 800&, won never clonn
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’{I\JML% os & buwmarninl amd LQoven 0’6 busanm 6v¢_e.dom: oA
bim | Co..Fft,aL won Ca treatine on Souadl etbucr — a dpawaﬁu.@.
protest aacu"uni He Servitude 06 Hie tOE.QiVﬁ MoJout(tj

His communinl Intunoationel y eoun expored whol Smothered
Hoan buwmanisn . The diciaiox/wa; 06 Hee Proﬂ.eimia.t,f’m%
obsolulinm omd economic ddbumindsm  subordinated Hie peison
Lo cloms awd nstote. chd rgected then — cconomicn clone does
vol dudve l/ubio».a ord Hhe colleckive Camnol ernanc e
tnde vidual.
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Markicm and Lbuot tuuwwanism.

A fjmab Tt du.daf.d. euua souwal oadea loa “tHhe actuod messuce
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— PY@® VAULT - Day Il - INDIAN POLITICAL THOUGHT QI12/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2025 - IS marks

"DLAtE. e does the greatest harm to mankind by
destroying individuality, which lies at the root of all
progress.” — Mahatma Gandhi. Elucidate.

Rl state = “concentrated, organised violence” / soulless machine
. hence fear that its growth destroys individuality

Intro routes

R2 the paradox: state “doing good” by curbing exploitation, yet
harming most by Kkilling individuality

Body rests on coercion + bureaucracy + uniform rules — expansion
reduces citizens to subjects - Kkills conscience, voluntary action,
moral responsibility = true roots of progress - individual “the
one supreme consideration” . rejects Austinian absolute
sovereignty (Austin) — state a means, not final ideal

Tl individuality # unrestrained individualism - “law of the beast of
the jungle” . freedom balanced by duty . Green: community
by common good, not compulsion

Conclusion Rl remedy: limit the state . Satyagraha + Gram Swaraj
routes individual at the centre

g2 warning stays relevant wherever welfare / security justify
over-centralisation
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For Mahalma Gandbi, Hhe wmodan Atale wan “yolence (n o
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