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PY® VAULT - Day 12 - Western Political Thought Q! /3

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - IS marks

Everywhere, inequality is a cause of revolution - Aristotle.
Comment.

€D quote = heart of Aristotle’s revolution theory - revolution = any
change in constitution/rulers, big or small . root cause = injustice bred by

inequality
23 revolution defined broadly - among many causes, inequality the
deepest . because it breeds a sense of injustice

.7YPR: ') Proportionate justice — injustice = equals treated unequally / unequals
treated equally — felt mis-distribution of honour, office, wealth —

discontent - rebellion - inequality real or imagined - relative
deprivation - perceived injustice = most combustible material . Canevaro
& Mantzouranis: clashing proportional-equality conceptions - roots of
stasis / metabole - remedy: strong middle class + mixed polity - narrows
gap, softens resentment

STl Aristotle narrow + status-quoist (revolution only political, seeks prevention)
vs Marx - revolution as structural transformation, driving force of history

) claim powerful but limited - link between inequality and instability

stays sharp

) perceived injustice, not poverty alone, is the real trigger . insight
holds across regimes
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MODEL ANSWER
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PYQ VAULT - Day 12 - Western Political Thought @2 /8

PREVIOVUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 - IS marks

Critically examine Machiavelli’s views on religion and
politics.

£ religious ordinances ruled state policy - Machiavelli reverses it
religion serves the state, not rules it

23 not anti-religion - utilitarian stance -. religion as instrument of
statecraft

Body flow admits utility (ordinances . greatness of commonwealths; neglect
devastation) - disciplinary force - order & stability - but refuses religion

as foundation of politics — religion not above the state — opposes Church’s
command - separates religious authority from political power - Dunning
- frees politics from vassalage of religion . modern age

'l Sabine . almost blind to religion’s political role over the next two
centuries . purely instrumental view underrates religion’s force

Conclusion routes m worth: founds secular, autonomous politics freed from Church control

2} limit: reduces religion to a mere tool of the state, missing its deeper
political power
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MODEL ANSWER
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PY® VAULT - Day 12 - Western Political Thought Q3 /8

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2019 - 20 marks

Explain Aristotle’s critique of Plato’s Idealism.

E2) Coleridge’s split: born either Platonist-idealist or Aristotelian-realist -
critique grows from a single root

Aristotle refuses ideas placed above matter . ideas inherent in matter
. respects Plato, but truth dearer

one metaphysical root (ideas in matter, not above it) . drives method:
Plato deductive, general — particular, begins from conclusions vs Aristotle
inductive, particular - general, reaches through analysis - drives politics:
ideal state vs best possible state (secure, self-sufficient, not utopian) —
Plato’s complete unity vs Aristotle’s unity in diversity (excess oneness
destroys the state) . communism of wives/property rejected (what
belongs to many gets least care - defends family + private property -
producers keep fruits of labour) . philosopher king vs rule of law
(collective wisdom of ages over the wisest single ruler)

TRl critique corrects, does not discard - beneath it Aristotle stays Platonic:
virtue realised through the state, ethics and politics one science - Foster:
greatest of all Platonists

2 realism completes idealism, not rejects it - Aristotle remains the

greatest Platonist

) every political break traces to one metaphysical root — ideas in matter
— so the quarrel is over ground and method, not moral purpose
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MODEL ANSWER
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PYQ VAULT - Day 12 - Western Political Thought Q4 /3

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2020 - 10 marks

Comment on the Machiavelli’s secularism in 150 words.

LI revolutionary break from medieval tradition - religion no longer the
basis of the state . repudiates Aquinas’s divine law

€2} sccularism = the debate Machiavelli opened in Europe . state freed
from religious determination - break from the medieval order

YRl cmancipation of state from religion - state as autonomous institution -
highest human association - supreme in worldly matters — driven by the
aim of a strong state / national interest . complete secularisation of
politics

Tl secularism not a rejection of religion - religion as a social force/bond
harnessed for political obligation & unity — religion becomes an organ of
state policy, not its guiding source

T R o D scparation of politics from religion’s vassalage (Dunning) - entry into
the modern age

m religion retained as the state’s instrument, not its master
foundation of European secularism
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MODEL ANSWER
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PYQ VAULT - Day 12 « Western Political Thought QS /3%

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2020 - 20 marks

Trace the evolution of western political thought from
ancient to contemporary period.

2 tradition = one shifting question . what is politics for + where does
authority rest . each age reworks the last

2} read as a swing between ideal and power . Plato’s moral ideal
contemporary critique . continuity-in-change

Plato (ideal moral order, justice as harmony, rule of knowledge
philosopher king) - Aristotle (empirical turn, political animal, state natural
& prior, rule of law — polity as best practicable) -~ Machiavelli (autonomy
of politics, ethics/religion split, Dunning: medieval-modern borderline,
power over good life) - Hobbes (first modern, authority from fearful self-
preserving individuals — social contract — absolute sovereign) - Mill
(order - its limits: liberty, individuality, self-development — women’s
equality) — Gramsci (power beyond coercion - cultural hegemony -
consent in civil society) - Arendt (against totalitarianism - politics as
action - power as citizens acting together)

R line not smooth . swings between ideal & real, authority & liberty -
modern break (Machiavelli /Hobbes) disrupts the moral continuity Plato
began

) one thread holds — from rule of knowledge — power as shared civic

action — each age answers anew what politics is for

) evolution as continuity, not straight-line progress - same question
(ends of politics, basis of authority) recast each age
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MODEL ANSWER
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PYQ VAULT - Day 12 - Western Political Thought Q6 /3

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 202] - 20 marks

Explain the Aristotelian view of politics. To what extent do
you think it has contributed to the development of
modern-day constitutional democracies?

I politics as master science . state for the good life - ethical

foundation of constitutional govt, reach partial

£Z) man a political animal (reason/speech) . ethics + justice inseparable
from politics - foundation laid, but incomplete

political animal via logos - politics inseparable from ethics, justice at core
(Ebenstein: moral over legal sovereignty) — rule of law over personal will
(law = reason without passion) - regimes judged by common good vs self-
interest - polity / mixed constitution / middle class - contribution: rule
of law - constitutionalism, mixed govt . checks & balances, middle class

. stability, citizenship (rule & be ruled) . civic republicanism, common
good - test of legitimacy - absorbed via Montesquieu / American

balance of few & many

contribution foundational, not direct -. slavery, exclusion of women &
workers, small homogeneous polis - far from inclusive mass democracy

LD Aristotle gives the grammar of constitutional govt (law, balance, civic

virtue, common good), not its democratic substance

€3 influence deep in foundations, limited in extent

PSIR Optional By Awmit Pratap Singh ForumlAS - PYQ Vault



MODEL ANSWER

Fon Avistotle , politica in the wmonter sdenee, cince (X Concaann
The endn of luman Qiﬁc.—. The atote n oo natural Oammwfi:a,
the fm‘ahmi; omo cLation , wihichh Comes (LD bu“wa 60:\, b‘ﬁc bt

Covtinumen Gar dthe 800&. IU{)L. “in ethicod uview 0'6 politica in ome
6amdqj:t‘m 0‘6 corntitutionel 8aubmme.-d: , ﬂ\ou@l\. ‘s Aecck cdo

Modo\h dc.wab\a/ca AL QU A Pmifaia

Manm, 60v Arintodle , in loa nodme a polit ccal M’ma.ﬂ.,Ac;ta.Pmi:
Bd reoaon { cpeech ,.«:Harao\@k Wi he fetds jusl from bwd'mt
and shoaer o Common Life. Politica in Hwua bacpancble fron
ethich cmd \‘)M:b‘ce., A A Cone Acco.adiv\g 1o WiLtliaw €Ebennteiin,
Arintotlers state Acts on moral aathe tham Legal sovendgndy-

The wew *urna ctowntitutionol tn fia ‘H\co»\@ 51; 8ou&nmeni'.
Arintotle Ja.d(tjas AL&{‘MM ‘:)a whelthin ulesn prave the (Omm-owm

800«4, OA P‘r{‘uaib niteaenll ond PT%CM Laso To Pergonaﬂ_ wild,
Since Lowd A Aeanon writhoot Pa.zw"om. Hin beok practicoble atale
A Pohi‘.a - a vwixed Conntitotion Amt:‘va o He nuwddle clonn.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumlAS



Mucch a‘% tin pamed o moden Conatitutional de.mouau@‘. Rule
of Law shapedl Constitudionalism ; wixed 6auanwa~1" o~ticipated
checka ¢ bedlarces 3 the wmiddle Lo exploined Atabc“b‘i-v 5 awnd
citizewnhip o Auﬂivxa and bu"ma Aided feel  dvic ApublU com.
tYradutionsr . Common aaad Lecorme Hhe Lot 06 E_oal‘ifmaia aale .
Latn HninKens LiKe Monteoquien ond Hthe Amenicon bola~ee of
few ond oy obco rbed (X indinect Ly-

The covitribution , however , (h '{)ouudairbhaﬂ,, noX direet . HUn polin
dcbemd/; AQMM.a , Barn coommen 0md  oAK ean 6wv-~ u‘tfzamw"‘o 4
asmuwmes a Simoll L\owoamwu.e. commuhi% {an from 'toda(jzs
trelurngve vwoon dcmom_c:u:,a. Arintotle ‘SC“PPUM e gram~oa GB
Conntitulional government — Lawo, bedawree , cuc vintue and dhe
comwon (9oaal, — but nok An democotic subnlance. His () luence

Auns deep (n éouv\dair"am, Limited (n extesmt.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



PYQ VAULT - Day 12 + Western Political Thought Q? /8

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - IS marks

Critically examine Plato’s theory of Forms.

I theory of Forms at centre of Plato’s philosophy - two worlds: material
copies vs eternal archetypes (justice, beauty, goodness, ideal state)

both strength and weakness flow from one move . the split between
changing matter and unchanging Forms

LIYPRILE scparation drives knowledge: senses = opinion, reason = knowledge of
Forms - Cave + divided line = ascent from shadows to sunlight . Idea of
Good at the top — metaphysics turns political - only philosopher who
knows the Good rules . philosopher-king . Plato both idealist and realist

'R same separation attacked — Aristotle: form within the object /
hylomorphism, can't explain change, physical world not illusion - Russell &
Ayer: metaphysical Forms lack empirical proof

Conclusion routes m theory survives the attacks . raises the lasting question: do justice,
truth, goodness need stable standards beyond appearances?

2} the separation is its fault line, but also its lasting strength . the
demand for fixed standards beyond shifting appearances keeps it the live
question
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PY® VAULT - Day 12 - Western Political Thought Q2 /8

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2025 - IS marks

Karl Popper presents a defence of the open society
against its enemies. Elaborate.

D open society defended in The Open Society and Its Enemies . opposite
of closed / tribal / totalitarian order

core principle first . no ruler / theory / ideology above questioning
- freedom, criticism, tolerance, constitutionalism

open society = freedom + criticism + tolerance + limited govt + civic equality
+ constitutionalism - free thought & expression - fallibilism (beliefs
tentative, no final orthodoxy) - persuasion not coercion -. respect for
individuals as rational beings - conflict via discussion & institutions -
transparency + error-correction . piecemeal social engineering vs total
reconstruction

enemies = dogma + group-think + historicism (fixed laws of history) -
Plato, Hegel, Marx privilege total schemes over open criticism . heaven-

on-earth ends in hell

) open society never perfect - strength = self-correction + peaceful

change
not a final design - continuous improvement that closed orders deny
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MODEL ANSWER

Koal Popper bwild tun defenee  of the opem Soudky cn The Opem
Soucty amd s Enemies. For im e oper S‘-oq"ci‘a (n the
opponite 0:6 oo (Loseel , Tritald oand Htotolitonian orde. I Aenta
on G}’Mdow\, MmLlictswn , Folaavee , Linutecl aouuwwm»i') cLucc
%mﬂi% avd cenntitutionalisv. ITidn dcﬁm& tuar  on one
priveiple : no auler %cova, Adigion o t‘deoﬁoga sthould sfand
odbove qumtiam'v\a.

Pc'f)bu holdr Mot pecple ranl be 6”"‘" 10 HunK éaﬂd_% ond.
P e ey  Tpivion. Belitfp amd theonier sbowld Acwodin tewtolive
urtil tested amd o orthodory  Cam be treated os ftrol.
Peasuanton o le.ac":tt‘ma:tb , bult oucion i ot |, becaune dndiuiduala
deseave )Le/,f)c,ot an 6'(2.6 and Aa;tfome, bu‘nazs. Cm«b&c:t: A

amag eol ﬂwoqﬂk diccumsion om~d (mntitutions , supported by
‘tPMAf)MM»ca and a shared Commitiment Lo c,ouuitr‘na eAA oA .

Rl-ﬁo&m souldd  come *‘wouok plecevmeal gouol e/v-afhcemka =
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«+ FORUMIAS -

PSIR OPTIONAL

2026

Programs Starting This Month

FOR UPSC CSE 2026 ASPIRANTS

<

O-AWFG Prime 2026

= Started - 2 June 2026

®@ ONGOING

O-AWFG 2026

5 Started - 2 June 2026

® ONGOING

ATS 2026

(5 Started - 7 June 2026

®@ ONGOING

OGP Advanced 2026

(5 Starts - 14 June 2026

O UPCOMING

OGP Advanced+ 2026

(5 Starts - 14 June 2026

O UPCOMING

STRUCTURED MENTORSHIP « ADVANCED ANSWER WRITING + TEST SERIES -«

PERFORMANCE TRACKING

Enrolment & Mentorship Queries w 93117 40432

Amit Pratap Singh -+ PSIR Faculty, ForumlIAS




+ FORUMIAS -

PSIR OPTIONAL

2027

Programs Starting This Month

FOR UPSC CSE 2027 ASPIRANTS

<

O-AWFG Prime 2027  conorr2
(5 Started - 8 June 2026

® ONGOING

O-AWFG 2027 ( coHort2
(5 Started - 8 June 2026

® ONGOING

ATS 2027 (cononr s

(59 Starts - 14 June 2026

© UPCOMING

BUILD STRONG FOUNDATIONS +« MASTER PSIR CONCEPTS -«

DEVELOP ANSWER WRITING EARLY

Enrolment & Mentorship Queries w 93117 40432

Amit Pratap Singh -+ PSIR Faculty, ForumlIAS




