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—— PY®Q VAULT - DAY 17 - MAKING OF THE CONSTITUTION Ql/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2012 - 10 marks

Indian Constitution is a ‘Lawyers’ Paradise’ — Ivor
Jennings

o FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl Jennings's “lawyer’s paradise” = a real feature of the text —
length, legalism, complexity - read as a flaw &2 label true of
the form - but the detail was a design choice, not a defect

why Jennings said it - unusually long + detailed + technical
legal language + administrative provisions - many framers
were lawyers — Maheshwari himself concedes - detail invites
litigation - distances the ordinary citizen

detail was a deliberate safeguard . diversity + untested
democracy — precision to prevent arbitrariness and misuse -
Ambedkar: the text can be perverted, so protections had to be
spelt out

Rl description fits the form, not its purpose R2 detailed text
S has held for decades - gave India a stable order
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PY® VAULT - DAY 17 - MAKING OF THE CONSTITUTION Q2/19

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2019 - 10 marks

Unity and integrity of India was perhaps the single
uppermost factor in the minds of the Constitution
makers. Comment.

o FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl Partition + communal violence + 540 princely states — fears
of secession / Balkanization - holding the country together =
framers’ first concern R2 a subcontinent fractured by Partition

. Constitution designed above all to hold a diverse polity
together - unity as the organising anxiety of the makers

centralising design: Art 1 (Union of States, not a compact)
Arts 2-3 (Parliament creates/alters states) — strong Union List +
single citizenship + integrated judiciary + emergency 352 /365
(Centre armed against fragmentation) — but unity through
accommodation, not force: cultural rights 29-30, Fifth /Sixth
Schedules, Art 371, linguistic reorganization - Manor: internal
heterogeneity strengthens unity — holding-together federation

2 Ue2l  unity not the sole aim - Austin: Constitution first and foremost
a social document, equally devoted to justice and fraternity

®l on balance, threat of disintegration kept unity foremost -

routes . . .
secured through accommodation, not coercion R2 claim holds,

with one qualification - unity uppermost as the immediate
priority, but pursued as plural, holding-together unity, not
coercive uniformity
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PYQ VAULT - DAY 17 - MAKING OF THE CONSTITUTION Q3/9%

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2020 - 10 marks

Indian constitution maker’s concern on social
inequality:.

| o FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl social inequality not a side issue — deepest threat to the
new democracy R2 society split by caste / religion / gender /
economy -. cannot sustain political freedom

Ambedkar: political democracy needs social democracy - equal
in vote, unequal in life = contradiction - no nation without
fraternity - Austin: Constitution as social document - Art 14
equality before law - Art 15 non-discrimination - Art 16 equal
opportunity - Art 17 untouchability abolished - SC/ST
reservations vs historical exclusion -~ DPSP -. welfare order

. universal adult franchise - equal voice

22 political equality secured on paper vs persisting social-
economic inequality - the contradiction Ambedkar forced the
makers to confront

Conclusion Rl Santhanam: a social revolution . exit from medievalism of
routes

birth ”2 the concern shaped the Constitution’s moral core
equal status, justice, dignity for all
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PYQ VAULT - DAY 17 - MAKING OF THE CONSTITUTION Q4/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 202 - 10 marks

“The Constitution of India is a product of a historical
process, rich with constitutional antecedents.”
Comment.

| o FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl not a sudden 1950 document . product of a long historical
process R2 two streams feed it - colonial statutes +
nationalist demands - reworked for India

colonial line builds governance — Regulating Act 1773 / Charter
Acts / Gol Act 1858 - Indian Councils Acts + Morley-Minto +
Montagu-Chelmsford - limited representation - Gol Act 1935
contributes most (federation, governor, PSCs, judiciary,
emergency) — parallel nationalist tradition supplies values
Swaraj Bill 1895 / Nehru Report 1928 (rights, federalism,
secularism, responsible govt) / Karachi Resolution 1931 (freedom
+ socio-economic justice) - Cripps + Cabinet Missions
Constituent Assembly - British model (parliamentary govt, rule
of law)

not mechanical copying - antecedents adapted to Indian needs

Rl layered inheritance, colonial + nationalist R2 endpoint of
routes ! )
evolution, not an overnight document
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PYQ VAULT - DAY 17 - MAKING OF THE CONSTITUTION QS/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 202] - 10 marks

“The Constitution makers faced the great task of
forging a common national identity in the face of
unparalleled social and cultural diversity in India.”
Comment.

o FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

®l diversity unmatched at once (language, religion, caste, tribe,
region) - Partition + violence + 500+ princely states . fear of
fragmentation - identity a “great task” - stake: unity by
accommodation, not uniformity R2 makers’ real choice: crush
difference or constitutionalise it . they chose a plural, constitutional
identity - diversity made the basis, not the enemy, of unity

2R shared constitutional values = common ground - Preamble values +
Arts 14-18 (equality) + Art 17 (untouchability abolished) - one equal
civic identity - diversity protected directly - Arts 29-30
(minorities) + Fifth /Sixth Schedules (tribal) + linguistic reorganisation
(regional) - federalism binds both (Union / States / local)

areosrel fear that unparalleled diversity threatens unity — answered by
Manor: cross-cutting heterogeneity (caste, class, sub-region)
strengthens rather than weakens unity

Rl identity forged was plural and constitutional, not uniform or
coercive R2 unity by accommodation, not assimilation - diversity
turned into unity’s strength

routes

Conclusion

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh ForumlAS - PYQ Vault



Todio. emdencd BYLCAOW‘- with a di‘uMka G'B ﬁo«amae« Ad'.z‘ai‘m,
coeate , tube ond A.cgfah- that few wnotions -Eax_ﬁd ot ewnce.
Poalitton , Comvmunal violewece and Hre t"wt¢6/\a.:!:r“on 06 OUeA 6&;@

humd Aed Pn‘nﬁlﬂa stotes AaUned  Aeal 6ww.~. of, 6Y&8mom:ta:ttbw,

W\AK..!V\@ A COmwvaon t"de/vd:f.td QM uu\.(ju&t +ank.

The wmaKenn builk umnity ‘anou@k accoredotion , not umnifprmity.
Shantd conatitulionel voluen supplicd +he Common 8mw\d-
The Preamble’s ywtice, QiBouta , quality osd Evoium‘ta , e
qmuxa guosanlees of Antikes \4-18, and the abolition of
wvd:owoka-lofﬂta uwden Axkticle 177 Jove oy ctizem one equal

CAviC tdent Utﬂ-

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



DEUM% t‘iac_ﬂb waa protected cu,\ui,'a- Axticlen 29 amd 20 steuaed
He cuttwol omd cducationsl Mgy of) winonities ; dhe fipth

omd Sixit <scdreduden aecormmodated tribol ﬂx‘be.

Ll‘nam*l‘o AMAaaﬂdaoi:Ean ol owecl Ac8¢'ov\a.0. cdestitien To ue it~
e wotional ene. Fedtalism hetd botln ‘to‘jd:ku, -ﬂm\ou@h Uinion,

Stoteh omd Locel ntitutionna-

AOCOAd-Cng 1o TJomean Maman, , Hun ﬁcxmog%dta cul ocaoss %wm't&;
Loavs omd swo--u@fan. i AitrtMﬁ*kews Aother Hhan weokKenn
nationol uvijtd. The wakKean ‘H\uoﬁoae- Bmaod, o t“dewd‘-:":td Haak

o pQw\aL ond. cowntitutiornal , vot W{)mm OA Coeclve-

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



—— PY® VAULT - DAY 17 - MAKING OF THE CONSTITUTION Q6é6/19

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2022 - IS marks

The making of the Indian Constitution is described as
an attempt towards ‘social revolution. Comment.

b o FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

L2l Rl not merely a transfer of power - makers aimed to remake
an unequal society - “social revolution” fits &2 Santhanam’s
three revolutions — social revolution = exit from medievalism of
birth, religion, custom, community

intent shaped the core design — Preamble (justice, liberty,
equality, fraternity) — Fundamental Rights attack
discrimination, untouchability, forced labour — Directive
Principles seek welfare state, economic justice, education, social
security - universal adult suffrage = revolutionary democratic
step - reservations for SC / ST / backward classes = historical
injustice addressed - Austin: a social document; Part III +
Part IV = “conscience of the Constitution”

22 revolution by constitutional, peaceful means, not sudden
upheaval ~ Ambedkar: political democracy must rest on social
democracy - persisting inequality can betray it

Rl description holds: a legal and moral framework for social
transformation R2 revolution in design and intent; its
completion lay in society, not in the text alone

Conclusion
routes
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—— PY® VAULT - DAY 17 - MAKING OF THE CONSTITUTION Q7/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2023 - 10 marks

Imprint of the British Constitution on the Indian
Constitution.

o FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl clear British imprint - rooted in colonial familiarity with
parliamentary institutions R2 parliamentary system as the
strongest mark - the natural starting point

parliamentary core (nominal President + real PM & Council of
Ministers) - collective responsibility to Lok Sabha, as in British
practice — rule of law - bicameralism + legislative procedure
- parliamentary privileges - single citizenship - prerogative
writs

not a copy — written Constitution, judicial review, federalism,
justiciable Fundamental Rights set India apart

Rl borrowed core joined to Indian concerns of diversity,
routes 2 s - " . .
justice, social transformation R2 imprint real but reshaped for

Indian conditions — adaptation, not imitation
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PY@Q VAULT - DAY 17 - MAKING OF THE CONSTITUTION Q2/19

PREVIOVUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - 10 marks

Comment on the Constitutional morality in the Indian
Constitution in 150 words.

s FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl constitutional morality = fidelity to constitutional values, not
obedience to text — binds rulers + citizens to procedures,
limits, spirit R2 the moral spirit behind the legal text - the
values that make a written Constitution actually work

PR core values (justice, liberty, equality, fraternity, secularism, rule
of law, dignity) + self-restraint, plurality -~ Ambedkar:
democracy lives on habits of constitutional conduct, not paper
guarantees - Baxi: restraint on power-seeking leaders who
subvert from within . shields individuals + minorities against
majoritarian social morality - judicial use: Navtej Singh Johar

~ LGBTQ+ dignity; Sabarimala — gender equality vs
exclusionary custom - Constitution as living ethical framework

2LZSE constitutional morality vs popular / social morality - how far
may courts place it above community sentiment

Rl keeps democracy faithful to founding promise, not to

r L] * L] L] L] L]

e passing majorities R2 moves the Constitution from text to
living ethic — its working conscience
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MODEL ANSWER

Connl (tution mo.a\a.U:ta meamn 64“5!&0_4“% to Hhe valuea G'G. Conntittion,

okt were o[aodj;:mca, 1o iy dext. Tt binda aulean arnd ctizews

oike 4o ta Proce,duAeA L Undtn ond QPEAI:t,

Ith substownce LZiwn in justice, ﬁbuta, eqmﬂta,f)vaiﬂu‘ia and,
Seeudoniswm . The aule as Rouww omd human dxaw‘:ta,ktﬁd toadﬁu
%d setf— Aestyoint  amd renpect fon PM":@. Dr. B.R. Powbeedkay,
argues Hot a g4 demonacy Survivea on scttled, hebidn of

ConntiLudionad corduct, not own Fa‘fw\, 8maﬁ¢¢m clone.

U‘owd,\a_ Baxs wewn i on oo Acstrount o po we - .s.r_eJUwa Readean
wio wakf Subuveaat comatitutional voldues g'rowm writHaidn~n . T
W\c‘d% Acle ia to glueld (nduviduala Qmd  vmdnoxfties a.acum./;}t
w\.ojON‘mAi am  Soyal mm.a,Uta. Courtr {tave Burned £ ivto a
U-’OA.KJNV\a Mandaoad.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



Nauuitcd' Sl‘malm J otan PAoiezCiooL LGaRTA+ d-iahi‘td; omd Sebarimala
upi«..l_,d. ae/vxolu e.qmbta O.am‘mit c_uﬂum‘anw\a cuntoma, ma-K.r‘na

Hhie Conntitetion o lefwa eticol évame,wou‘(-

Howeuew, , ¢t sedn  conntitutional WAQ.QI% G\@w‘w;:t Pofu..ﬂm sSoual
mo,\,a.ﬂ.i;ta ; kwﬂg tow 6ou~. countn may ploce ¢t aboye Commmy m"fﬁ
nentimmenl . Rpplicd uwidh cone, (L Kaof:/\ dmoucuca smvﬂmﬁaﬂ. 1o

tAn Eouv\diwa promine Acthen Hthan Ho paw'na majou"att‘&_

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



—— PY® VAULT - DAY 17 - MAKING OF THE CONSTITUTION ® 9/19

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - 10 marks

Comment on the Objective Resolution of the
Constituent Assembly in 150 words.

| o FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl Nehru moves Resolution, 13 Dec 1946 -. ideals fixed before
drafting - philosophical foundation / moral charter of the
Constitution R2 Resolution as the Constitution’s soul -
purpose set before a single Article written - opens
Constitution-making as the nation defining itself

sovereign independent republic + democracy - justice: social,
economic, political + equality of status & opportunity
freedoms: thought, expression, belief, faith, worship, vocation

-~ safeguards for minorities, backward & tribal areas, depressed

& backward classes — outward turn: Indian freedom tied to
world peace & welfare of mankind - ideals not abandoned
reappear in Preamble, shape Fundamental Rights & Directive
Principles

2 ZE mere statement of lofty ideals / aspiration vs. ideals actually
carried into the operative Constitution (Preamble, FRs, DPSPs)

Conclusion Rl Constitution-making as social transformation, not only legal
drafting R2 Resolution as the guiding ideals the Constitution
still carries
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MODEL ANSWER

Jawadoalall Neswe woved Hhe Objeactfue, Repoluction on 12 Decenber

1aue #to s ol Hhe (deadn Hae Gui‘uu\e, Conntitution would

Senue. It Lecone fhe PHLo:scupHoo.L 6oundaﬁ0h. oE-HAc, do cument .

The Rerontion declowed Indioa a Sauuu”aw indepemdent Acpublic
omd Commitlegd £ fo dmocm-t‘a, Lt prowined jwtice ce, godod,
economie  0md. political ¢ eqm.éz‘:td 06 ntotun omd oppoptuu‘i:d..
LE guorondeed ‘Brc,c_dam of thought', expresnion belid, focths, worship
amd vocation. It pledged nafeguanda for vminonitien , back wand

omd triboal avean, ond dOP?Unbd & boekward amea. LoaK.ina

owtward , t tivd ITndiowm -Ew.cdom 10 woald peace o~d Hae mc%m.c
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There (Aealr wue ol obondoned once drabt;\na ‘;cﬁam Sthe
Renro Qudiion s Spiarct Aoqopw,wd. h He Preamble and .S‘bso.pbd,

the Furdamestal &U‘al\:t/; omd  Direckive Pu"ndplu~

It Muwunr wade Counmatitution mod(iv\a a prc::joct 56 Soucd, Aroama -

BOAmathan, no t w\ﬂ\c% ﬂt@aﬁ dl’ﬁﬁ,tfha od, 80{)& Hie wwnatitution

e 8ud¢~a ideadr & Ll Cavviea.
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Programs Starting This Month

FOR UPSC CSE 2026 ASPIRANTS

<

O-AWFG Prime 2026

= Started - 2 June 2026

®@ ONGOING

O-AWFG 2026

5 Started - 2 June 2026

® ONGOING

ATS 2026

(5 Started - 7 June 2026

®@ ONGOING

OGP Advanced 2026

(5 Starts - 14 June 2026

O UPCOMING

OGP Advanced+ 2026

(5 Starts - 14 June 2026

O UPCOMING

STRUCTURED MENTORSHIP « ADVANCED ANSWER WRITING + TEST SERIES -«

PERFORMANCE TRACKING

Enrolment & Mentorship Queries w 93117 40432
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Programs Starting This Month

FOR UPSC CSE 2027 ASPIRANTS

<

O-AWFG Prime 2027  conorr2
(5 Started - 8 June 2026

® ONGOING

O-AWFG 2027 ( coHort2
(5 Started - 8 June 2026

® ONGOING

ATS 2027 (cononr s

(59 Starts - 14 June 2026

© UPCOMING

BUILD STRONG FOUNDATIONS +« MASTER PSIR CONCEPTS -«

DEVELOP ANSWER WRITING EARLY

Enrolment & Mentorship Queries w 93117 40432

Amit Pratap Singh -+ PSIR Faculty, ForumlIAS




