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— PYQ VAULT - Day 21 - STATUTORY & CONSTITUTIONAL BODIES Q!/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Examine the objective and role of the National Human
Rights Commission.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl NHRC under PHRA 1993 - Bhatia's "fourth branch institution"
(makes democracy workable) . objective = protect/promote
life, liberty, equality, dignity (Constitution + covenants,
enforceable in courts)

r2 Mandela's moral framing on denying rights - rights as
life/liberty/equality /dignity . NHRC as their statutory
guardian under PHRA 1993

YRl objective shapes role - Section 12 inquiry (petitions / suo motu /
court direction) + negligence of public servants -. prison visits,
court intervention, review of safeguards, research, rights literacy

. reach to vulnerable groups (women, children, SC/ST,
minorities, refugees, prisoners) - Dayal: strengthened
democracy

zyrael recommendatory design caps reach - non-binding, govt
dependence, one-year bar, armed-forces restriction - Krishna
Iyer "biggest post office" / Baxi "toothless tiger", "grammar of
governance"

Rl objective sound, institution necessary - role serves it fully only

with enforceable powers + independent cadre + plural
composition

routes

Conclusion

k2 move from "post office"/critique to Verma's "conscience keeper
of the nation" . empowerment, not abolition, is the corrective

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh ForumlAS - PY® Vault



MODEL ANSWER

The National Humam &'85\14 Commimsion , el up umder Protection
of Human Righls Act, (993, in colled Hhe “'{)OM& biameh
mtitutions © Is objective » 1o proteck amd promote the
Ngkib to lufe | Qi.’:w% , tqmﬂitd amd dignity , guromteed, % the
ComtituXion.

Ouder  Seekion 12,k enquines fato humam )u‘.ahi/s yiolotionn (e
oh petilions , Suo moto, on on coml dureelion § cndo mgﬂi@aa&
% public Sewandn. It uinits prisoms amd deterdtion cevdies,
ntevener . court pvocce,c:h“m.a/s , Aeulews ﬂeaai Aa.6¢6umdA -
promotes Acneornch & spreads  {uwumon )u'atrd:/.s Qr,taax_d

It tor woaKeel 631\, vudmes oo le 8Aou.f:vx : women, cldren, Scs £
STs, wunoatien, Acbuata; amd. prisonem . Uinendaa Daacd. prounes
(£ wotth A‘b\cmaﬂxm% damoo\.a.,ca qaa.:?mt police bwta&-é‘i:a;
povezd:a anmd Adisaurninealion.
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But is dw"ah. Lmits Hun arcedh. Juntice U.R Kaishna Iam
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— PY®Q VAULT - Day 2! - STATUTORY & CONSTITUTIONAL BODIES Q2/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - IS marks

Examine the role of the National Commission for
Minorities in preserving, promoting and protecting the
rights of minorities in India.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

®I NCM as institutional answer to an admitted gap — 1978
Resolution's own confession - statutory status, 1992

r2 safeguards exist on paper - felt inequality persists = NCM
created to bridge paper and practice

threefold role tied to the question's verbs - preserve: monitor
Arts 15, 16, 25-30, 350A /B + evaluate development . promote:
study discrimination + recommend to governments - protect:
investigate complaints, civil-court powers, Bharatpur 2011 /
Assam 2012

statutory not constitutional - recommendations non-binding -
Mahmood "toothless tiger" / "Sarkari puppet" — Hasan: no rights
without constitutional backing + political will

Rl preserves and promotes more than it protects . Kymlicka's
g group-differentiated rights . constitutional status + binding

powers to secure, not record

R2 role is real but reach is limited - reform closes the very gap
the 1978 Resolution first named
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MODEL ANSWER

The National Commimnion -601\. Minonikien  omswered & Aecogntaed.
problen . The 1978 Aerolution Rk finst creoted f adaitted
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— PYQ VAULT - Day 2! - STATUTORY & CONSTITUTIONAL BODIES @ 3/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

The Comptroller and Auditor-General of India
enhances the accountability of the Government and
serves as the watchdog of the finances of the
Government. Explain.

BREEDR SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl Art. 148 . independent CAG . Ambedkar: most important
office . secures answerability for public money

rR2 executive handles finance . needs an external check . CAG
stakes that check

audit scope (Consolidated /Contingency/Public Account, receipts,
govt companies, financed bodies, net proceeds of taxes)
reports to President/Governors - laid before legislatures — PAC
(friend, philosopher, guide) tests authorised spending - Iyer:
accountability = answerability - performance audit
(economy/efficiency/effectiveness) - Vinod Rai (2G, coal, CWG)
. watchdog made visible

Basu: no control over release of funds - audits after spending
watchdog, not comptroller . delayed reports, weak PPP coverage

I within limits, CAG converts financial power into answerability
routes s
. enhances accountability

R2 strength rests on independence + reporting to legislature, not
executive — watchdog is real only when Parliament acts on its
reports
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Artide 148 cvecter on  (ndepemdendt CAG, anm offyce Or. GR.
AmbedKar descarbed aa Hre wont Comportant (n the omstil ution,
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it Hhe CAG, “l'fu.a reach Hhe Presidert and Gouaroarn omd

one Loid beﬁoao e .Qe@m.e,qimm.“r‘kc, PAC , urtich Zreatn CAG

on %o 6Yf(/nd- , philo sopher, o au.fdc.. , uses e 1o Lot wihet e
money  won spenkt on  Panliament ouut o mn eel -
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— PYQ VAULT - Day 2] - STATUTORY & CONSTITUTIONAL BODIES Q 49 /10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Discuss, in brief, the role of the National Commission
for women. Do you think it is a toothless organization?

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl constitutional gap - Arts 14, 15(3), 21 promise equality, no
permanent monitor . NCW fills it (statutory, 1990 Act, est.
1992)

R2 women's question vanished post-Independence (Mazumdar)
. Institutional guardian needed

PRIl reviews safeguards + recommends reforms

complaint /counselling cells + Parivarik Mahila Lok Adalats - civil
court powers + suo motu - shaped DV Act 2005 / workplace
harassment law

arnoare® "toothless" charge - recommendations non-binding - no power
to punish . appointments + funds with Centre . Arya: two
power centres (Chairperson / Member-Secretary) weaken
autonomy

Conclusion Rl not toothless but underpowered - persuasion, not compulsion
routes

R2 reform direction (Agnes) . grievance redressal - rights-
based advocacy institution
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MODEL ANSWER

“The Nationol Comwanrion gok Wowmen , a Atai'uif:lw ‘!)Oda Ak u.Pl‘h (992
under +he Notronal Comnmamsion 6DA Wowmer Act, (990 , bqlﬂ/; aaa.‘o
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UloLemee #Ack, 2008 and Hthe woakploce sexuol horans merd fLaw.
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PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



— PYQ VAULT - Day 21 - STATUTORY & CONSTITUTIONAL BODIES QS5/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Examine the role and functioning of the election
commission of India and the comptroller and Auditor
General in last two decades.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl two constitutional guardians, Art 324 / Arts 148-151 . one
guards the vote, the other guards funds

R2 last two decades = institutional deepening + rising partisan
strain . stake both at once

7Rl ECI modernisation (EVM nationwide 2004 . EPIC, VVPAT, NOTA
2014, SVEEP, expenditure monitoring) - malpractice cut, trust
raised - deSouza - but functioning still contested (Model Code,
money power, criminalisation) - appointment crisis, Anoop
Baranwal 2023 . Ambedkar's "thumb of the Executive" . CAG
shifts accounting - performance audit - 2G / coal / CWG,
Vinod Rai - accountability widened - Durga Das Basu: post-
facto, watchdog not comptroller - non-binding findings, PPP
gaps, policy-paralysis charge

Counter-view

Conclusion
routes

the very assertiveness that deepened accountability also invited
the charge of overreach /paralysis — both ultimately rest on
perceived neutrality

Rl deepened in capacity, vulnerable in autonomy - credibility
hinges on neutrality

R2 their reports and decisions matter only with serious legislative
follow-up
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'MODEL ANSWER

Botlh the ECL amd CAG ave comstitutional bodien under Article
324 omd Aaticles 149 to 151 ok moKe dan«oc)\tu'g wonKable :
Hre ﬁuvat Qa 8uw~.d4wa dectoral compekition , the Ssecond Qa 80@»@4-8
e public purne.

The EC's &mt(‘odwa (n tris peafod Acsted on o:tt.ada modeaniaction.
EUM wee wuned aaross Jundia f’row\ 2004, 60(.00&100!. @:v photo IDs,

VVPAT oud NOTA i 2064, the SUEEP voter— edueation Prognam L

ffa(&to\, expenditune monitau“na.

Thene /\%OkM cull maﬂ,‘w\a.dtfce, omd  Aouned, public Lrust , Kcapfna e
Commimion , tn Peter Rowald deSouza's words,  Hae means to
*the emd 0'6 a vibaowd u,':mcaem:to:tr‘ue, de.moma.ca Y Vel i u.m\.K.wa
Aitodui covtented . Oneven Model Code Mmcamcnt,monca power

£ cuwminolisakion punieted awd the appointiment question conme
ts o heed iw Aoop Bonanwal vs. Onion a-G Tundia. tn 2023,

“unda

Awiufva B.R. PrbedKoa’s wmﬁma Q@cxiua‘b a Cowrmminnioner
e Hiunb o‘b He Executive.”
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— PYQ VAULT - Day 2] - STATUTORY & CONSTITUTIONAL BODIES Q 6 /10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

"The success of electoral democracy can partly be
attributed to the status and role of the Election
Commission of India." Explain.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl world's largest elections in a poor, diverse society . trust
traced to one institution - Article 324 status

k2 ECI not a government department but a constitutional
authority - independence (Seshan case) - standing to act
against power

Article 324 status — SC-level rank + equal Commissioners (Seshan
v. Union) - core functions (rolls, schedules, parties, symbols,
expenditure, MCC) . Seshan / Gill / Lyngdoh: conductor
regulatory referee . modernisation (EVM / VVPAT / NOTA /
EPIC / SVEEP) - reaching marginalised voters - Khilnani: link
between state and society - Quraishi: An Undocumented Wonder

"partly" is honest - voters' own commitment also sustains
democracy - institution incomplete: opaque appointments
(Ambedkar's fear), staff dependence, weak Model Code

enforcement
Rl status + role a central, not sole, cause of success
routes
R2 strengthening autonomy preserves ECI as guardian of that
success
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MODEL ANSWER

ITundia condactns dhe wouald's lorgest elections among o poor,
diuent omd J'Lo»\a Ser’ — Littnate populotion Zld: e Aol Commandna
wide public fruat . The ECT ¢ wol o aoUMV\W\.eht depart menl
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Under Hhe T.N, Seshan, M.S. Gl oud Tamea M. L&nadaﬁ ¢k grew
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‘[r)mAc.cL Could Ploce o pliable person under Hie executive,
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— PYQ VAULT - Day 2! - STATUTORY & CONSTITUTIONAL BODIES Q7/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

How far is the National Commission for Backward

Classes an empowered body? Assess its role in the

context of rising demand for backwardness among
dominant communities.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl empowerment real but partial . status without full force

R2 statutory origin (Indra Sawhney) - constitutional upgrade
(338B) - frame the "how far"

Indra Sawhney 1992 + NCBC Act 1993 - 102nd Amendment / Art
338B . parity with NCSC & NCST -. functions
(inclusion /exclusion in OBC list, advice) - civil court powers +
reports to Parliament . limits: non-binding, no definition of
backwardness, weak data /staff -~ dominant-community demand
. evidentiary weakness exposed - sub-categorisation guards
advanced groups

zyrael  form vs effect: constitutional status & inquiry powers .. non-
enforceable recommendations and dependence on government

routes

Rl empowered in form, constrained in effect

r2 real test = defending evidence-based classification against
political pressure
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MODEL ANSWER

The NeBC's  cmpowtament in Aeold bul portiol. Boan as a statutory
body ofte Tndra Sawhney Ut Uwion of India (1992) omd NCBC
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4 nlof -Supdoc)\t AL Ol L‘maalcqwi;e..

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



“he (owimianaion Com Aemnlk wﬁmi‘r‘&-{bd, clLlodvma ouﬂﬁ Mouﬁk cyredi'ble
SO0 - tcondowmuic dolo Sub-ca:t(@ou}sa:hbh 'Emif«ax auo«da Q@G&"v\oi'

admanced. groupa vmonopo ,&"baf“v-a benefidn.

E;Mf’owuc,d t 60JLM Uzit Conslracuned tn &6.6(&1,‘1'5\(, NcC’s Aeal teat
Liea fia dt-bcmd.lma ev'demece - boned Q.Qa\w"ﬁ—t‘ca;h‘aw oﬁm"mt fxpﬂ.u&c,oj.

PI’EMMQ_-

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



— PYQ VAULT - Day 2] - STATUTORY & CONSTITUTIONAL BODIES Q@ 2/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 20232 - 10 marks

National Commission for Minorities

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl no single constitutional definition — notified minority groups
need protection —~ NCM gives this institutional form

R2 1978 Minorities Commission - 1992 Act - statutory status to
safeguard minorities

YRl seven-member composition - monitors Articles 25-30
safeguards — evaluates minority development . investigates
complaints (Bharatpur, Assam) - civil court powers

YUl statutory, not constitutional - recommendations non-binding
vacancies + delayed reports - Tahir Mahmood (toothless tiger /
Sarkari puppet) - Zoya Hasan (needs constitutional backing +
political will)

Rl institutionally real but underpowered - needs constitutional

ut -
baigoed status + binding powers

R2 move from optics to genuine mandate -. enforceable powers
would let it deliver
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MODEL ANSWER
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(matttutio nal ‘Em\m et 1 81@@ ‘EYOM Hte (9718 MUnoAcEcen Comwmission
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— PY® VAULT - Day 21 - STATUTORY & CONSTITUTIONAL BODIES Q /00

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - IS marks

Explain the structure and functions of the National
Commission for Women.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl 1992 origin under the 1990 Act - born of women's-movement
demand

R2 compact statutory body - design shapes both its reach and its
limits

structure (Chairperson + five Members + Member-Secretary; Gol-
appointed; SC/ST seats) — Section 10(1) fourteen-point mandate
(safeguards . discrimination . status . cases) - functional
cells (Complaint & Counselling . Legal - Parivarik Mahila Lok
Adalat - Research) - civil court powers in inquiry

[yl civil court powers in inquiry, but no power to punish offenders
role stays recommendatory

rl genuine working machinery for women's rights, structurally

redees embedded

k2 the structure equips the functions yet caps their enforcement
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2025 - 10 marks

How far has been the National Human Rights
Commission successful in achieving its objectives?
Comment.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

m Rl state the objective (life / liberty / equality / dignity, PHRA 1993)
- verdict: success real but uneven

R2 NHRC as rights-protection body — measure success against
its own mandate, not an abstract ideal

gains = norm-building + access - national complaint forum
standards on custodial death / prison conditions / police-action
deaths . cases: Chakma, Punjab mass cremations, mental health
institutions - rights literacy + camp sittings & open hearings
(access) — Dayal positive verdict — turn to weakness =
enforcement . recommendations non-binding - Krishna Iyer
"post office” . Dattu "Toothful Tiger" - one-year bar / staff
shortage / armed-forces restriction

norm-building and access are genuine, but the recommendatory
design leaves it forwarding rather than enforcing - success
Conclusion
routes

without teeth

Rl institutionally necessary, but objectives stay unmet without
enforceable powers

R2 real but partial success - completion needs enforceable
powers, independent cadre, stronger autonomy

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh ForumlAS - PYQ Vault



MODEL ANSWER

The Noaotional Huwman RABIAZLS Comminsion, cvected umnde. dhe
Proteckion of Human &bwtn Act 1993 |, exintr Ao pactect and
PJ\OmoiL He M'aki/: fo Mbc,, ﬂi{:ua‘ta , &qwad oand w‘amtd

J'udsod. O.ao-t‘na,t Hun wandote |, (dn  succens 0 Aeald bu unweven.

It 804‘1'\& Ue  in nko—buﬂa.fn@ ond  accem. It opemed national
'604\:«\/\« ‘Bw., Mﬁwba Complasntls omd rell Atandoadas on cuntodral

decti Ac’DaAtt"vﬁ ) PMson Cendations omd Fob‘cc—a.cit‘oh deatha.

It l‘w‘tbur%eal, (o ‘H«\L C‘LOKM J\c&uac.b Cont , ‘k‘\c Pwo.lg oA
cAemotions anmd wmental healtl dantitukions , wihile sprzaouwa

Asivmaom Ngk‘t/s ﬂL:bu.ou:@; Cawmp A('Ji'l'wDA oud opch {Amu’w@x\
wndewed (ta aeadh . Ulrendaa ﬁ&vaﬂ_ fhetd Hat ot Ai:vanai-&e.ncd

ClC.W\OCA.GlAﬂ Cuaculmt police bmtw“ta 4 AL ¢erd vl nadlown-

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



TA£S weakKnem (s wbcw:e,moi , Recovrmumend ottiown /_s'tav NOW - b;‘nw‘na.

V-R. Kaishna __T__,Uo\, Called it He & f:vt'agca',t Poat &6{‘4‘(:0',

601\.w04\d4\v\8 Oowﬁm“vxi/) Acther Hraaw Ac.tb&"'\@ Hrewa.

| %

H. (. Dottw Souabdl po weas o moKe X a tToo*i'&{)oL Ti‘aus,”.. A
Mme - year Line L edton | j}_t&b-ﬁ A&oxtaae_ omd  Aestarcted jum sdaction

Over OAmed Govcm 601\_1&:,&, weakKer L.

The Comminsion (n t‘mtf:twti'moua maccmouxﬁ,;jd w\e_etc‘na XA
U‘Eje.ci'c‘ue./s now needa %&d/\cwbﬁc Po:.JU\A ., O t‘mde.pe.u\dc'.J

cadre and A‘hrow@% Q-LlJtOMov\«a.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



‘2 Forum [iAs

PSIR OPTIONAL - FOR MAINS 2026

\'I'S 2026

AUGMENTED TEST SERIES

BATCHS OS5 JUIL)
BATCH 4 19 JUIN
BATCHS  2( JU1)

TEST SERIES INCLUDES

¢+ Sectional + Full-Length Tests + Simulators
¢ In-depth discussion with Model Answers

¢ One-to-one expert evaluation & mentorship

TO ENROL OR FOR GUIDANCE, CALL

03117 10 132

AMIT PRATAP SINGH

PSIR FACULTY - FORUMIAS




‘2 Forum [IAS

PSIR OPTIONAL - FOR MAINS 2027

OGP 2027

OPTIONAL GUIDANCE PROGRAMME

COMMENCES
OJUIY 20206
BATCH 1 . ONLINE & OFFLINE

PROGRAMME INCLUDES

¢ 35 live classes — entire PSIR syllabus
¢ 35 Daily Answer-Writing Tests
¢ Full-Length Tests with Model Answers

¢ One-to-one evaluation & mentorship

TO ENROL OR FOR GUIDANCE, CALL

03117 10 132

AMIT PRATAP SINGH

PSIR FACULTY - FORUMIAS




PY® VAULT - DAY 21 - STATUTORY & CONSTITUTIONAL BODIES
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The complete Day 21 set — every PYQ with its Flow
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