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— PYQ VAULT - Day 24 - Caste, Religion & Ethnicity @/

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 - 10 marks

Cultural and Regional differences are the enduring bases
on which politics is played out in India.

@ZXZZ) * Kothari: democracy works through society, not outside it — culture /
region as durable ground, not mere survivals
r2 India a mosaic of language-culture-region - identities reshaped by
elections, parties, federal bargaining — hence the standing bases of politics

Kothari framing . Brass: regionalism long-term, nationalism short-term
language proof (Andhra reorganisation - Tamil anti-Hindi - three-
language formula) . varied forms (Shiv Sena sons-of-soil -~ Bodoland /
Gorkhaland statehood . Naga secession) . drivers: deprivation, uneven
development, cultural anxiety, nativism

reesrl Kohli: mishandled movements turn secessionist (Punjab, J&K) . the danger
is delayed accommodation, not diversity itself

&=
®! federal-democratic accommodation converts differences into channels of
representation
R2 institutionally accommodated, diversity strengthens rather than strains
democracy
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 24 - Caste, Religion & Ethnicity @2/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - IS marks

Religion is still an important factor in Indian politics.
Discuss.

®! secularism adopted, communal electorates abolished . yet religion never
left . Arts. 25-28 protect belief; faith still drives mobilisation, identity,
voting
r2 start from live flashpoints (Ram Mandir / CAA / NRC) - religion visibly
active today - trace it back to its colonial embedding

colonial inheritance - Bipan Chandra's three stages of communalism
divide-and-rule + separate electorates + Partition institutionalise it
contemporary majoritarian turn - Savarkar's Hindutva . ethnic-
territorial nation, minorities outside the core . mobilisation through
conflict . Brass: organised, managed violence . fear converted into vote
polarisation . religion not only communal . Gandhi's ethical use
Bhargava's “principled distance” as the state's response

ryroal religion rarely acts alone . it competes and combines with caste, welfare,
development

=D
Rl remains important but not the sole driver — guard religious freedom
without polarisation weakening citizenship
2 religion has moved from colonial communal representation
contemporary ideological nationalism . important, but works with
governance and development
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— PYQ VAULT : Day 24 -+ Caste, Religion & Ethnicity Q@3/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 - IS marks

Critically examine the ethnic conflicts in North-East India.

I NE = one of India's most ethnically diverse regions . along cycle of
autonomy, insurgency and inter-ethnic violence
k2 Varshney defines ethnic conflict . stake the question: born of diversity,
or of state-building?

forms of conflict . Nagaland (sovereignty demand / rejected Constitution
/ 1952 boycott / NSCN) - Assam (ULFA / anti-migrant / Bodoland) -
Manipur (Meitei-Naga-Kuki) . Tripura (tribes vs Bengali migrants) . why?
development school (Weiner: gaps, aspirations, unmet expectations)
instrumentalist turn (Muni: “creation of vested political interests”)
federation-building critique (Baruah: nation-state building ignored small
communities; centralisation + AFSPA . alienation . “genuine federation-
building”)

ot the state's accommodation (Sixth Schedule, Art 371, statehood, Assam & Mizo
Accords, development packages) vs the persistence of coercion

2T
#! Kohli: in a multicultural democracy assertion is expected -
accommodation over force
k2 conflicts are less natural to diversity than made by state-building -
resolution lies in genuine federation-building
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— PYQ VAULT - Day 24 - Caste, Religion & Ethnicity Q4/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2020 - IS marks

Examine the role of religion in Indian electoral politics in
the contemporary times.

®I law bars religious appeals (RPA §123(3) + SC 2017) . yet religion stays a
strong emotive factor in voting
k2 religion formally out of the ballot - in practice it works as “identity plus;’
not alone

mobilisation via symbols / sacred sites . Savarkar's Hindutva (ethnic-
territorial Hindu identity) — BJP's rise since the 1980s tied to Hindu
nationalist mobilisation . Hansen: set against democratic transformation,
not purely religious — Advani's “pseudo-secularism” . anti-Congress line
. Ram Mandir / CAA / NRC / Babri / “Love Jihad” -. vote polarisation +
minority consolidation - Brass: institutionalised riots prepared & used
electorally

el religion no longer works alone . Yadav's “Identity Plus” . faith combines
with governance, employment, development -. identity must pair with
delivery

==
®! religion is strong but not sufficient - parties must join identity with
governance and delivery
k2 shift from religion-alone to “identity plus” - contemporary parties
combine faith with development and security
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 24 - Caste, Religion & Ethnicity @S/l

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2021 - IS marks

Explain how caste as a social category is also becoming a
political category in the democratic politics of India.

®! caste as social institution (birth, ritual rank, hierarchy) - democracy
changes its function - it becomes a category of political bargaining
r2 Kothari's frame - democracy works through society, not outside it —
politics reshapes caste

Srinivas: caste dynamic, not frozen . the dominant caste is already
political . adult franchise turns numbers into votes . Kothari:
secularisation (ritual purity . reservations, jobs, tickets, power) +
integration (castes fuse and split) + secular consciousness (aware of numbers)

. politicisation of caste . Rudolphs: caste associations & federations as
vehicle (candidates, policy, excluded voters) = modernisation of tradition
caste-based parties institutionalise . Yadav's democratic upsurge +
Jaffrelot's silent revolution . OBCs and Dalits enter power

el Béteille: untouchability abolished, caste not - caste survives in public
policy — politicisation cuts both ways

oy eyl Rl caste from hierarchy to negotiation - a category of politics, not only of
society
R2 a “democracy of castes” . representation widened, but justice needs
more than caste arithmetic
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— PYQ VAULT - Day 24 - Caste, Religion & Ethnicity Qé/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2022 - 20 marks

Ethnicity is the underlying cause which poses a great
challenge in the resolution of the problems in the North-
East region of India. Comment.

! NE = India's most ethnically diverse region . Weber: ethnicity as a

subjective belief in common descent -. the claim is partly right, but
ethnicity is the language of conflict, not its root

r2 the statement overstates ethnicity as “the underlying cause” - ethnic
assertion is visible on the surface, deprivation + neglect lie beneath

four forms: autonomy / secession / insurgency / identity riots . NE cases:
Nagaland (sovereignty, Greater Nagalim), Assam (Bodo, migrant), Manipur
(Meitei-Kuki-Naga) . overlapping, zero-sum claims . resolution hard
but ethnicity rarely erupts alone . instrumentalist view: elites activate
identity . Muni: creation of vested political interests . deeper cause =
deprivation + neglect . Gurr: relative deprivation (‘ought’ vs ‘is) “disposes
men to violence”); NE insurgencies = neglect + weak development
federation-building (Baruah): central neglect + lost autonomy, not ethnicity

. shift from nation-state building to genuine federation-building - India's

record: managed better than many post-colonial states (Sixth Schedule,
Article 371, statehood, accords) - Kohli: accommodation best in a
multicultural democracy

e ® primordial reading (ethnicity as given root; overlapping identities make
conflict intractable) .. instrumentalist + relative-deprivation reading
(ethnicity as a mobilised symptom of neglect and denied autonomy)

EZEDD
Rl ethnicity is a real challenge, but a demand for recognition, not a fixed
cause - remedy: more democracy, not less
k2 conflict deepens only when accommodation is delayed and coercion
replacesit - genuine federation-building achieves what coercion cannot
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— PYQ VAULT - Day 24 - Caste, Religion & Ethnicity Q7/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2023 - 20 marks

The rise of caste politics is to be attributed to both
regional aspirations and electoral manifestations.
Comment.

Rl rise # survival of hierarchy . transformation by democracy - Kothari's
“politicisation of caste”
r2 the statement's two engines named - regional aspirations + electoral
competition drive caste's political rise

politicisation of caste . regional aspirations (caste composition varies by
region . Naicker's non-Brahmin Dravidian identity vs high-caste / North
Indian dominance -. Dalit Panthers' Maharashtra roots . Rudolphs'
“bullock capitalists” as landowning regional forces) . electoral turn (adult
franchise . numbers into votes . tickets / candidate selection / vote
banks -. caste parties BSP / SP / RID convert caste into representation
social-engineering coalitions) - Srinivas: reservation + political
opportunity transform the hierarchy

rerarl empowerment but double-edged - Varshney: elections successful,
democracy between elections weak . Mehta: representation-
responsiveness gap - fragmentation as easily as empowerment

s
%! both claims hold - regionally grounded aspirations channelled through
electoral competition
r2 Kaviraj: hierarchy of castes . democracy of castes . but justice cannot
end at caste arithmetic
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— PYQ VAULT - Day 24 - Caste, Religion & Ethnicity Q 2/

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - 10 marks

“Relative deprivation is a major source of ethnic conflict.”
Elaborate the statement with relevant examples.

r! conflict not from difference but from perceived disadvantage . Gurr's
‘ought-is’ gap
R2 relative deprivation defined - a group compares status / resources /
recognition — identity becomes grievance

deprivation mechanism (economic, social, cultural, language exclusion)
North-East (Assam, Nagaland): neglect + weak development . Bodo: land,
language, institutional exclusion . Telangana: deprivation within a larger
state . Guru: Dalit exclusion (bottom-up) . Yadav: Jat / Patidar status-
anxiety (dominant castes fear decline)

Fraoal deprivation supplies the grievance but is not sufficient - it erupts as
conflict only when politically mobilised

®! deprivation = grievance, mobilisation = trigger

k2 the answer lies in recognition, representation and equitable development
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— PYQ VAULT - Day 24 - Caste, Religion & Ethnicity Q@49/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2025 - 10 marks

Delineate the key factors that have shaped the evolving
political landscape in Jammu and Kashmir post 2019.

®I Aug 5, 2019 abrogation as the pivot . special-status autonomy replaced
by integration with the Union
R2 post-2019 landscape reset — every later factor flows from one
constitutional change

Article 370 + 35A removed . J&K-Union legal relation altered
bifurcation into two UTs . centralisation + political reorganisation . NC &
PDP lose the autonomy plank . demand restoration of voice . Balraj Puri:
autonomy erosion / democratic breakdown -. representation stays live
security restrictions + civil-rights debate . Centre's integration via
development / investment (tourism, handicrafts, agriculture, IT)

Ay el central integration + development claim vs the regional demand for restored
voice . ethnic / religious / regional identities + Pakistan-backed militancy
persist

PP rrl R integration must be matched by restored representation . stability rests
on dialogue + confidence-building
k2 the landscape is still evolving, not settled . its direction depends on
political voice, not security alone
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— PYQ VAULT - Day 29 - Caste, Religion & Ethnicity Ql/o

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2025 - 1S marks

Caste remains a vital axis for political mobilisation in
India. How would the caste census address the
aspirations of people? Discuss.

®! caste no longer ritual hierarchy -. asecular resource for bargaining
(Kothari: politicisation of caste)
R2 reservation / representation / welfare rest on caste location . caste =
axis of mobilisation

the census extends this logic - credible data for aspirations -~ Mandal
Commission: OBC share 52% vs 36-65% estimates . replaces guesswork
. Rohini Commission: uneven OBC benefit . sub-categorisation protects
EBCs from dominant segments . exposes upper-caste over-representation
. evidence-based welfare / education / employment . being counted =
recognition + dignity (Bihar survey)

ayererel fear of sharpened caste competition -. benefits captured by better-placed
groups -~ must balance social justice with constitutional equality

®l arithmetic must become responsiveness, not fresh division

R2 recognition deepens democracy only if it serves justice over division
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