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— PY® VAULT - Day 25 - PARTY SYSTEM & ELECTORAL POLITICS Q! 12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 - IS marks

Comment on the emergence of Backward classes in the
Indian Politics.

intro routes | Rl Backward Class rise = Kothari's “politicisation of caste” . social presence
turned into bargaining power

R2 emergence read as democratic upsurge - representation widens, but
unevenly

Body flow = socio-economic roots: zamindari abolition + Green Revolution - intermediate
peasant castes - Rudolph “bullock capitalists” . two channels: Charan Singh
kisan politics / Lohia quota politics — Karpoori Thakur, Janata Dal —~ Mandal
27% - V.P.Singh 1990 . Jaffrelot “silent revolution” (leaders from own milieu)

Counter-view = OBCs not cohesive - Yadav dominance vs MBC exclusion - Hindu nationalism
as competing identity . BJP social engineering absorbs non-dominant OBCs

‘ Conclusion routes | Rl Kaviraj: hierarchy of castes — “democracy of castes”

R2 | representation widened, justice still pending

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh ForumlAS - PYQ Vault



MODEL ANSWER

The Ane cﬁ He LacKword amer in the conc of what Rajui Kothoni
Called <the poﬂivﬁdaai:i‘m cﬂ conte. T wmeamns mwwuoo.wg Qmﬂe,
(ndzavmecdiate canden '-tWLMma Soual presemce (ko lowﬂa-!“w?'a powes-

The obolition of Zamindaad weoKemed QRamdlerd dominamee and
e Greern Revolubion empowered indeumediate pearonl costen : Rudagpin
¢ Rudolph noame Hhen dass Lase © bullock capitolists 7 fe. Small
Lordowners with areol polrkicol wu“aln‘t :

Chouar Simﬁh boitt Kinawm ‘bQi:tr"c-fs, o,r)e,o.aomi' Aoﬂ.idw";!a a_am‘mt
urbar Tudic |, wiile Ram Manchon (owa punhed quola politica .

Cante boned o-bﬁ-«kmoir’uc ackion cainved ’og Konpooai “thakua gamd
the Jamoka Dal.

The Jdeeinive Furan came witth e Momdal Owmminsiona ;_‘deed?sl‘ca:trbh
06 OBCs omd (s 277 Aeservadion tplesented ’? V- P Sc‘ualn (i
1990. Chuwnlophe 'J'a-bﬁveﬂpt collr #Huin an oo “silent revolution

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



The emegerce Lowevi, Aemmautina umevem. O0RC: ane uck Cohenive.
Donunanl Yodoawus ca.f):tme,d naech 06 the 8m"v\, wiule BCg 6d.t
eicluded . Hindu wokionalism buwll oo compditive (demtity g Hhe
B3P obsorkbed non- dominanl oBCs 'fbv\ou@h. Socfal Mrat"v\tw"vvﬂa.

Sudjpta, Kauf.kcgzs Mau_% Hoal Tndia wmoved 6vom o &umd;\a
06 conter Foworda o dav\oc»\ax.a o-& contun”’ te a reed wr‘dwv\a
0‘6 YC,PAMM\JtoJUow

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



I
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - 10 marks

State subvention /funding may be an effective
instrument in strengthening electoral democracy in
India.

Intro routes Rl money power central to Indian elections . EC unable to fully check

spending . state funding proposed as remedy

R2 fair elections need clean finance . state subvention as the instrument -

effective only if partial + conditional

Body low what it corrects . cuts corporate dependence + black money - levels field for
smaller parties + clean candidates . Indrajit Gupta Committee (1998)
endorsed in principle - Law Commission + Second ARC carry finance reform
forward

Counter-view = NoOt automatic - may fund non-serious / fake parties - hard to monitor
private spending persists — exchequer burden

Conclusion routes | Rl effective only as partial, conditional, audited funding . works within a
reform package, not alone

R2 strengthens democracy when tied to transparency, spending caps, internal
party democracy + firm EC oversight
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 - 10 marks

Political personalities are more significant than political
parties in India.

Intro routes R personality runs through Indian politics, Nehru - Indira - Modi - claim
has a real basis
R2  leaders drive electoral waves —. but “significant” # “more significant”
put the claim to test

Body flow charismatic leaders shape waves - slogans Garibi Hatao / Har Har Modi
mobilisation around a single face . cuts across caste, class, region - Indira
personalises Congress - turn: organisation converts charisma into votes
BJP cadre + resources carry Modi . Congress decline = charisma without
organisation fails -~ over-personalisation weakens party from within —

Michels' “iron law of oligarchy” . intra-party democracy erodes

Counter-view personality's cross-cutting mass appeal (beyond caste and party) vs party
organisation as what converts and sustains power

Conclusion routes | Rl | personalities and parties interdependent, not rivals - leadership +
institutionalisation together . neither simply more significant
R2  claim only half-true . personality necessary but not sufficient . the real
answer is balance
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PREVIOVUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2019 - 1S marks

The changing socio-economic profile of our legislators
does not augur well for the health of Indian democracy.
Comment.

Intro routes Rl Burke's microcosm = the yardstick - judge the change against it —
verdict: social gain, economic-criminal danger

R2 “does not augur well” only half-true — social widening deepens
democracy; money + crime weaken its quality

Body flow = widening recruitment pool . OBC / backward-caste entry ends upper-caste +
lawyer + foreign-educated dominance - Yadav: plebeianization / democratic
upsurge - House nearer Burke's microcosm - but presence # responsiveness
for lower orders — upper castes still over-represented, women ~14%, Muslims
below share . turn to economic-criminal profile . crorepati dominance (93%
above X1 cr) - wealth filters entry . ADR: ~46% of 18th LS face criminal cases
. Vaishnav (When Crime Pays): costly elections + local problem-solvers . SC:
termite to democracy

Counter-view = against the pessimism . social broadening is a genuine democratic gain
(microcosm met, Yadav's upsurge) — threat lies not in who enters but in money
+ crime

Conclusion routes | RI statement half-true -. social broadening augurs well; money-and-crime
capture does not

R2 keep the widening, curb the muscle + money that distort it

representation must become responsiveness
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2019 - 20 marks

Development has overshadowed the influence of caste
in electoral behaviour in recent elections. Discuss.

Intro routes Rl recent verdicts fought on vikas, welfare, leadership, security - claim:
development has replaced caste

R2 Indian vote never single-factor - caste not erased, only reworked inside
development politics

Body flow  caste still long-term determinant (rural/state) - Kothari: democracy works
through society, caste politicised by elites . Yadav's “democratic upsurge”
(OBC/backward /Dalit entry) . development's real rise . Vaishnav “good
economics — good politics”, verdicts reward welfare /governance /leadership

. two logics combine, not cancel -. Jaffrelot: caste relevant, form changes
welfare travels through caste /community networks . Yadav's “Identity Plus™
caste works alongside development

Counter-view Banerjee: voters still shaped by caste and religion . development talk sits atop
older loyalties . caste not overshadowed at all

Conclusion routes Rl development gives legitimacy, caste gives voice and networks

R2 combination, not replacement
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2020 - 20 wmarks

To what extent has the inadequate intra-party
democracy affected the functioning of Indian
democracy?

Intro routes Rl parties = core of representation & governance - intra-party democracy =
transparency / participation / accountability . its absence turns the damage
inward

R2 in India the deficit is real and deep — but “to what extent” —. serious, yet

not without limits (stake the degree)

Body flow  structural problem set (high-command, dynasty, centralized nominations, weak
internal elections) . Michels “iron law of oligarchy” . opaque candidate
selection + money / muscle / defections . personalization (Indira -
Congress, intermediate institutions weakened) — factional splits —~ why it
matters: Sartori “schools of democracy” + Scarrow legitimacy - internal
failure erodes democratic legitimacy - weak regulation (Section 29A, RPA) -
reform calls (Law Commission 170th Report, internal elections, transparent
finance)

Counter-view internal democracy is not costless — Duverger (weakens cohesion) + Aldrich
(capture by charismatic leaders / interest groups) — the deficit alone cannot
carry all the blame

Conclusion routes Rl deep but not total - weakens representation / candidate selection /
accountability from within, not the sole determinant of performance

R2 reform path . internal elections + transparent finance + enforceable

regulation repairs much of it
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2021 - IS marks

The role of the President of India becomes more
significant during a minority government and a coalition
government. Explain.

Intro routes Rl clear majority — formation settled . President's part largely formal

R2 coalition era since 1989 . no clear mandates . President's discretion

moves from formal to decisive

Body flow no clear majority - role expands - formation: whom to invite - assess
support letters . proof of majority within fixed time . floor test settles it
judicial insistence curbs arbitrary discretion - role revives at government
collapse / withdrawal of support . caretaker arrangements + fresh judgment
on who commands the House - Chakrabarty: coalitions by political
calculation, not design - fluid support, frequent bargaining . President
drawn in repeatedly

Counter-view €xpanded role is bounded, not political . must act constitutionally, not
politically . discretion only to protect the parliamentary majority principle
floor test + judicial oversight as the checks

Conclusion routes  R! | significance is conditional . formal under a clear majority, active guardian
when the numbers are uncertain

R2 President becomes custodian of the majority principle precisely when the

party system cannot deliver one
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2022 - 20 wmarks

Electoral behaviour of voters is governed more by the
social and economic factors than the political factors.
Explain.

Intro routes  R! define electoral behaviour (Plano & Riggs) . social + economic form the

base, political works upon it

Rz claim holds substantially - identity + material conditions anchor the vote

Body flow  social factors deepest (caste / religion / region . Morris Jones: caste-politics
reciprocity - Kothari's politicization of caste) . economic factors rising
(informed, performance-conscious voter — jobs / inflation / welfare - Kohli,
Gupta & Panagariya . Vaishnav: economics up, identity entrenched) -
political factors not passive (leadership / campaign . 2019 social consolidation
over caste arithmetic)

Counter-view Banerjee: caste, religion, ethnicity still matter strongly . economics has not
displaced identity

Conclusion routes = Rl no single set governs . interaction decides

R2 voter weighs identity + welfare + leadership + performance together

claim partly true; interaction the truer reading
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2022 - IS marks

How far is it correct that the regional parties have
strengthened Indian democracy and federal system?
Substantiate your answer with suitable examples.

Intro routes  R! regional parties = channel for India's diversity into democratic politics -

strengthened democracy + federalism to a considerable extent, conditional on
balance

R2 “how far” asks for degree, not a flat verdict . strengthening runs on two
fronts — participation + Centre-State rebalance — bounded by risks

Body flow democratic front: widened participation . weaker sections +
SCs/STs/OBCs/minorities into mainstream . Jayal (subaltern democratic
frontiers) + Sarangi (opening democratic space) -~ DMK /AIADMK, Tamil Nadu

. federal front: rebalanced Centre-State . Sridharan (bargaining + inter-
state territorial coalitions) . Hewitt & Rai (reduced misuse of President’s Rule
/ Art. 356) - Jaffrelot (kingmakers post-1990s) . BJD Odisha development +
TRS Telangana statehood

Counter-view  strengthening not automatic — parochialism, coalition instability, weak policy
coherence - Hasan (no own ideology - mobilise existing fault lines)

Conclusion routes Rl strengthened considerably, but gain holds only where regional aspiration is
matched by national responsibility
R2  they strengthen democracy + federalism when regional aspirations are

balanced with national commitments
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PREVIOVUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2023 - IS marks

The decade 1989-1999 has created an epochal shift in
the Indian party system at the national level. Identify the

major national trends in the party system during this

€ra.

Intro routes

Body flow

I Counter-view

Conclusion routes

Rl 1989 ends Kothari's “Congress System” . M. P. Singh's federal coalition
phase opens

k2 epochal shift = one passage, single-party dominance . coalition order;
trends read as its facets

end of Congress dominance . fragmented mandate (National Front / V. P.
Singh 1989, minority & short-lived govts) —~ Mandal 1990 . OBC / social-
justice base - Babri demolition + Hindutva -. BJP as national alternative
regional parties central (United Front / Deve Gowda-Gujral) . 1991
liberalization changes agenda

coalitions not new + instability till 1999 . “epochal rupture” claim qualified

Rl shift epochal as durable arrival of federal coalition politics

R2 less a sudden break, more a churn that stabilises at the decade's close
(1999 NDA)
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2025 - 20 marks

The decision to conduct Population Census-2027 has
reopened the debate on delimitation in India. Discuss its
various aspects.

Intro routes Rl delimitation not routine . sets each state's Lok Sabha share . decides

who holds power in a federation

R2 decades-long freeze on seats . 2027 census lifts it — contest is
population vs federal trust

Body flow delimitation = boundaries + seat distribution . Commissions 1952 /1963 /
1973 / 2002 —. 42nd + 84th Amendment freeze (until first census after 2026) —
seats fixed while population grew - disparities: North grew faster, large +
urban constituencies, unequal vote value, heavy service burden - 2027 turns it
political . North may gain / South fears penalty for population control
reserved seats + women's reservation recalibrated . fairness reaches within
states, not just across them

Counter-view  Strict democratic equality (seats track population) vs federal trust + unfairness
of penalising states that met a national goal

Conclusion routes R balance democratic equality, federal trust and population justice

R2 let representation follow population without breaking federal trust
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2025 - 1S marks

[llustrate with examples how political parties in India
have played a crucial role in drawing the historically
disadvantaged groups into the mainstream political

system.

Intro routes

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion routes

Rl parties as central institution . aggregate demands . convert into
representation /office . Jaffrelot “silent revolution”
R2 excluded groups + adult franchise - parties turn numbers into power —

lower-caste entry frames the answer

Congress umbrella (Kothari) . accommodates SC/minorities via symbolic co-
option - autonomous assertion widens base - Dravidian/DMK mainstream
non-Brahmin + backward claims . Mandal makes OBCs a national category
Janata Dal / SP / RID carry Yadavs, OBCs, Muslims into regional power
Kanshi Ram's BSP . Dalit assertion into state power (Mayawati, UP CM) .
regional parties platform tribal + linguistic groups

inclusion real but incomplete . Mehta “gap between representation and
responsiveness” . symbolic presence outruns policy delivery

Rl parties central to democratic inclusion (Zoya Hasan) . unfinished task:
representation — material transformation

R2 drawing-in genuine but partial . next step is responsiveness, not more
caste arithmetic
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