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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 28 - STATE IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE Ql!/S

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2015 - 10 marks

Do you subscribe to the view that the modern
constructs of the state and politics are pre-eminently
Euro-Centric and not indigenous and appropriate for
the analysis of non-western societies?

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl qualified yes . modern state a European, Westphalian creation . imported onto
a pre-modern base

R2 state and politics as Western categories - misfire outside the West —. but
reworked, not junked

European state: sovereignty, monopoly of violence, Westphalia . imported
institution / Alavi’s overdeveloped state, no indigenous bourgeoisie — modernization
theory charged with Eurocentrism . borrowed categories fail locally / Riggs's
prismatic society: form vs practice -~ West on rule of law, developing societies on
identity — Pye’'s communal, loyalty-based process — Kothari: caste as the axis of
mobilisation

el the same scholarship reworks the categories rather than discarding them
Chandhoke against universal models, for the specificity of colonial history
vocabulary can travel once adjusted

R) Euro-centric in origin, misleading if applied mechanically

Conclusion
routes

R2 serviceable once indigenised, not to be abandoned
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 28 - STATE IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE Q2/S

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2012 - 10 marks

Describe the changing nature of the State in the
developing societies in the context of inclusive growth
in the 21st century.

FLOW SNAPSHOT - how the answer moves

Rl developing State = apparatus inherited from colonial rule . early form
concentrated growth, ill-suited to inclusion

r2 nature has since shifted - from a structure that monopolised development - to
one built for inclusive growth

Myrdal's soft state: no social discipline, spares the rich . non-inclusive — Riggs's
prismatic society / bazaar-canteen favours the wealthy, family-community
monopolise development . Alavi's overdeveloped state atop a transitional socio-
economic base - shift from state-led development . market reforms (India’s
mixed-market model; China’s capitalist economy under a socialist polity)
globalization aggravates inequality (99% vs 1%, social unrest) . 2lIst-century
inclusion turn: participative culture, ICT / JAM-Jan Dhan; RTI strengthens the
political arena; welfare + affirmative action — structural change - developmental-
state debate: inclusive growth rests on state capacity to penetrate society (East Asia)

el market-led globalization deepened inequality; the soft / overdeveloped state’s
incapacity to discipline elites limits how far the inclusion turn can reach

R nature moved from a soft, elite-shielding apparatus . an active enabler of

Gl inclusion

R2 the inclusion turn is real but conditional - holds only where the State can
discipline the powerful / build developmental capacity
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PY® VAULT - Day 28 - STATE IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE ®3/S

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 202) - 20 wmarks

“The post-colonial state was thought of an entity that
stood outside and above society as an autonomous
agency.” Explain.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl state an imported institution, not organic growth — read as standing outside /
above society, self-directing - but appearance only; autonomy relative

R2 received view: post-colonial state autonomous, above society - claim to be
tested . thesis: real as appearance, relative in fact

weak civil society . state as transformation engine, looms above . Alavi’s
overdeveloped state: colonial-built over-powerful apparatus, developed machinery on
a transitional base . imported on pre-modern society = “outside” . mediates
among indigenous bourgeoisie, landed classes, metropolitan capital . captured by
none = relative autonomy = “above” . Poulantzas: class equilibrium, long-term
dominant-class interests

Lol autonomy never absolute - Shivji & Saul: bureaucracy itself a dominant class -
state a class instrument within society, not above . external limit: neo-colonialism +
Wallerstein’s world-systems . complete autonomy denied

Rl image = appearance, not full reality . autonomy real but relative (colonial

fital inheritance + class balance)

R2 genuine autonomy needs self-reliant development -. India the exception:
democracy with development
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—— PY® VAULT - Day 28 - STATE IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE Q4/S

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2023 - 10 marks

What are the difficulties faced by a political theorist in
comparing the States?

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl comparison assumes like units on a common scale - States are not like units
theorist meets variety, context, bias

R2 States differ in kind, not just degree . any yardstick carries the theorist's own
assumptions

wide variation, democracies to authoritarian - Lijphart, Patterns of Democracy
universal criterion elusive - unique cultural / historical context . developed grew
organically vs developing inherited imposed colonial institutions + patronage -
developmental gap (US vs [ndia) breaks like-for-like — indicator choice (GDP,
human-rights) drives result — researcher bias, tilt toward Western models —
dynamism, analyses date fast . endogeneity + uneven data

[y vl interpretation itself contested - Fukuyama “End of History” vs Huntington “Clash

of Civilizations” — same world, opposite readings

r! comparison possible but never neutral — chosen measure shapes the verdict

routes p ; ; . .
R2 theorist must stay self-aware - name the yardstick and its bias rather than claim

neutrality
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PY® VAULT - Day 28 - STATE IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE QS/S

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - IS marks

What are the distinctive features of the post-modern
state in the advanced capitalist economies? Analyse.

FLOW SNAPSHOT - how the answer moves

Rl centralised modern state — decentralised, flexible, fragmented order - authority
dispersed + reshaped, not removed

R2 drivers: globalization + technology + cultural pluralism -. state commands less,
coordinates more

sovereignty erodes (EU, WTO, MNC networks) - Held: cosmopolitan democracy +
multilevel governance (authority moves up / out) . Jessop: hollowed-out state,
functions outsourced to firms / NGOs / local govt via privatisation-deregulation-
PPP (authority moves down) . identity fragments: Foucault + Butler (race, gender,
sexuality) - Fraser: redistribution balanced with recognition - power changes
form: Deleuze society of control (surveillance + data as rule) —~ governance
provisional: Bauman liquid modernity (crisis management over long-term planning)

el “state retreats / loses relevance under globalization” reading - state persists,
reshaped as coordinator

R! state = less a central authority, more a mediator among globalization, identity,

jiial technology

R2 its power survives only by managing actors it can no longer command alone
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MODEL ANSWER
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PY® VAULT - DAY 28 - STATE IN COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE

All § questions —
PDF + handwritten answers

The complete Day 28 set — every PYQ with its Flow Snapshot and
the handwritten model answer — in one PDF on the channel, free.

Downwnload on Telegram

@psirbyamitpratap

560 questions - 50 days - ten years of PYQs — nothing left out

Tomorrow — Day 29. Don’t break the chain.
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