— PSIR OPTIONAL - UPSC CSE

PY®
Vau

$60 LY/, 10

questions days years of PYQs

Zada Representation & Participation - 12 questions

Every question carries a Flow Snapshot — and a handwritten
model answer on the channel. “No PYQ will be unfamiliar.”

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh ForumlAS



—— PYQ VAULT - Day 29 - Representation & Participation Ql/I12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 - 10 marks

Comment on the decline of political parties and examine
whether new social movements shall be alternative
strategy for establishing link between government and
society.

parties aggregate interests, central to representative
democracy - but link between government and society
weakening

representative democracy in worldwide decline
(Rosenthal) . “post-representative” moment
(Rosanvallon) . parties losing their government-society link
signs of party decline (turnout |, membership |, trust |,
personalisation, social-media bypass) . India: dynastic + ethnic
politics + economic-environmental complexity -. traditional
channels fall short - NSMs forge alternative link (shape opinion +
policy agenda, capture government attention, advisory-
committee inclusion) - Section 377 / LGBT movement fills the
gap parties ignored - Kothari's “non-party political process”
movements have not displaced parties . limits of direct
democracy - parties stay the main agents of interest aggregation
and government formation
internet + career activists open popular space - movements

supplement, not substitute, parties

NSMs are a real but partial link - they complement parties in
connecting government and society
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - 10 marks

Examine the LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender) movement in developed societies and how
it is affecting the political participation in developing
societies.

LGBT movement = new social movement of the developed
West - quality of life over material demand

its real weight for developing societies . how it widens who
takes part in politics
Habermas: economic security - rights +

autonomy - postmodern deconstruction of
masculinity/femininity - recognition under the third generation

of human rights (Vasak) -~ Western methods: lobbying / marches
/ social media / art . fills state-society gap parties
ignored - India: NALSA 2014 (reservation + third gender as first-
time voter identity) - Navtej Singh Johar (Section 377 struck
down) . participation widens: transgender candidates, closeted
sections enter public life

in developing societies NSMs still nascent - closer to
conventional protest than Western sophistication . gains uneven

Western-born movement opens new political space in the
developing world

recognition abroad - participation at home, but widening
stays uneven
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 29 - Representation & Participation Q 3/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 + 10 marks

How big a role does identity play in determining political
participation in the developing countries? Discuss your
answer with suitable illustrations.

West runs on rule of law . developing world runs on
identity - identity fills the gap

legal institutions weakly rooted . identity becomes the
key channel of participation - decisive role

Pye: non-Western process communal / loyalty-
based - mobilise on identity, not issues - Chatterjee: civil
society vs political society . political society (hawkers, slum
dwellers) thrives on identity - India (Kothari’s caste +
Ambedkar’s Dalit mobilisation, affirmative action) - Nigeria
(Anderson’s “imagined communities” / ethnic) -~ Lebanon
(confessional sectarian quota)

Huntington’s double edge . empowers the marginalised vs
deepens divisions / weakens national unity

role large and defining, not marginal

worth conditional - widens participation or hardens
cleavages
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2019 - 1S marks

Explain the reasons for low voter turnout in democratic
countries with suitable examples.

turnout read as a health-check of democracy - its steady
fall has no single cause - symptom of a widening citizen-
institution distance

voting = the minimal act of democratic
participation - decline across mature
democracies - citizens quietly drifting from the ballot
disillusionment / apathy (Putnam — falling social capital, EU
Parliament polls) - institutional barriers (Piven & Cloward —
registration, timing, voter-ID; low-income & minority
hit) . voter fatigue (Franklin — Switzerland) - contentment
(Inglehart — post-materialism, Japan) — crisis of legitimacy
(Habermas — Occupy / Yellow Vests - far-right resentment,
Trump / Le Pen - distant political class)
low turnout not always decay - contentment, not only
disaffection or exclusion - some abstention signals
satisfaction with the status quo
(*) cure lies in substance, not compulsion - Sen — democracy
as a good in itself - electoral-funding reform, wider
representation, civil society

turnout a mixed signal - exclusion + disaffection outweigh
contentment - reconnect citizens to institutions to revive
the vote

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh ForumlAS - PYQ Vault



Voter 4urnout a Aveated. oy oo wmeanumme 0-6 dewoumakic healtn, bt

& {)o&ﬂ, oenoss established denmocrnactien ban wo st‘maie, caune .

(ow Fuan oud Acbﬂoci/.\. a w-t'dm-.ima dinlomece bLetioeew utizews o~d
He tunRitutiona wecat Fo J\(PACA.M Hacom - Ma/-v votear wo 'Q"“(‘j""
‘gt.“bub thean voke CJAOM A o/hv'ﬂ-qua Rgba\i‘ Puiuam, Cin Gaw.ﬁtv\a
Alowne , Linkn Hun Ho dmﬂim‘-«a Soctall Ca.f:c"i'aﬁ_ re. Hie enostowm o&

ulC i:(m. ‘M ownce dL(w PCO‘P-&, 'f:ﬂ Hae Po_QﬂA-

Frosmcen For Pivem and Richoad (foward | tn Wiy Arenicomns Dont
Jote , nthow tow ootmfﬂen AtﬁfAiVa.tt‘ou , Chconveamierd ;ﬁc‘w‘-—\a omd
Aentaictive vokter — ID Rown deprem  partic pedtion ,Hﬁfv@ Low —
ncome o~d mi‘ao)\i‘% votanr haadent . The Lowo tumovt

b it ‘La oleo('ah., not ChoSem.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



MoK  FrowK L0~ Hvda S {)vqwo-i eleektona and &cbc.«c'md.uw/&
tirne voters , o ta Switzalard. @t conterdmment can. Lowwer Hace

need 4o voke.

Ronald Iu«alaka/utf_s Pont-' mote AMColint valuen expledn Tobom, wheie
Aoi't‘/::.()a\x:tpow with the plodus quo wolk olc»’om‘a, , Reeps w\azna
towme. (ow Auwnmouvk i wot a..ﬂ.woda a Sigw o% de.cm(j*

T)-uﬂsw Hobiarmaasr Hien obstesdion 2o coA&ufot(‘au ord Hthe ummel
prowmise o, L‘Lata omd cqmutd. Thin Pushes citizems {jrom Hhe
0ot to +*he stvedt ie Occupy  Wole Afveel, Mme Yellow Uents
ond towasdn {)m- Aght c.b\auwac,M Like Taumb owd le Pen,

uofcina Aene it nmenl oam‘wst, o dintoal politicel A
The At_we,da Qien Len fa ww?wﬂm"ou Han (w ma-waﬁ dcmoc«a«a
Ambatm\:l'iuc% oA \)Ot“niva. wacut(ja. Sem’s O’\a%VV\&-:t ﬁcm,

dcwomcuca tA ‘vl‘k\oua(n eleecdorad - 6—uu~d4»6 /\c.boz\w; wrtdea /Lc]me.*

sutotion oad vl - Sau"db waa.,ac,mcmt-

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



—— PY® VAULT - Day 29 - Representation & Participation QS/I2

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2019 -« 1S marks

Write an essay on ‘New Social Movements’ in developing
countries.

not every demand is material - Marxist reductionism
fails - protest shifts to identity, rights, environment

Habermas: revolt against the over-sized, over-rational
state intruding on private life . but in the developing
world the shift is only partial

organisation = decentralisation + participative, middle class &
students (Mukherjee and Ramaswamy) - range: youth /
feminist / ecological / civil-rights - distinctive Southern face
is ecological - Guha’s empty-stomach South vs full-stomach
North + Shiva’s resistance to global exploitation - grounding:
Tiger Leaping Gorge China (2007), Narmada Bachao,
Kudankulam -. but no independent evolution -. still basic
needs, methods identical to old (strikes, dharnas), scope tied to
direct concerns

Asef Bayat: don’'t romanticise - without real political-
economic change, larger goals stay out of reach

a hybrid — new aspirations resting on an old material base

still incipient — livelihood dominates, democracy stays
procedural (only the vote)
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2020 - 10 marks

Has the increased participation of the underprivileged in
the political process of the developing societies
strengthened democracy or created political chaos and
conflict? Comment.

post-1980s democratisation wave -. participation central to
democracy — underprivileged drawn in - deepening, not decay

entry of the excluded looks like disorder - but it is democracy
widening its base - strengthening, not breakdown
inclusion widened - Yadav “democratic upsurge” . Kothari caste
mobilisation -. electoral integration -. raised negotiating
power - chaos surfaces: Mandal reservation clash + communal
violence + mobocracy (Naipaul) - Huntington: not political
decay - Riggs: not a “development trap” - India deepens
democracy through the churn -. weak democracies
(Pakistan /Myanmar) = military-bureaucratic oligarchy, not mass
participation - Gramsci: subaltern participation = first condition of
emancipation
[Frrrasal participation as mobocracy — caste-reservation and communal
conflict, competitive identity politics (Naipaul) - set against
participation as empowerment and democratic deepening (Yadav,
Kothari, Gramsci)
Conclusion routes underprivileged strengthened democracy - conflict is the
friction of deepening, not chaos

churn is the price of inclusion - contained within
democracy - empowerment over decay
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 202) « 20 marks

Explain the impact of electoral systems and cleavages in
shaping party systems with reference to developing
countries.

party system = relevant parties (Sartori), not raw count - two
shapers: electoral rules + cleavages

electoral design vs social division - their interaction, not
either alone . developing # West
district magnitude decisive . FPTP single-member vs PR multi-

member - Duverger’s law (FPTP . two-party + candidate-
centred; PR — multiparty + programme-based) - India deviation
(no clean two-party; dominant-party - coalition) - rule alone
insufficient - cleavage = historical social
line - caste/religion/language/ethnicity deeper than
class . ethno-nationalist/religious /regional parties - Kothari
(caste as mobilisation + electoral integration) - Bienen & Herbst
(class weak in Africa) - religion fills gap (Algeria’s ISF) . FPTP +
cleavages + Riggs’s prismatic society/formalism - intermediate
party (closer to mass than elitist; India)

arrrosr el universal typologies exist (Weiner & La Palombara) vs same design

+ deep cleavages give context-specific systems that cannot be

imported

Conclusion routes electoral design x cleavages, filtered through transitional

society - distinctive developing-country systems

interaction, not electoral rule alone - sets developing world
apart from the West
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2021 « 10 marks

“Political parties and pressure groups are sine qua non of
democracy.” Comment.

democracy = organised choice - parties + pressure groups
the two channels that make choice possible

claim restated - both are the indispensable machinery
linking citizens to power

PR Laski: only alternative to party government is
dictatorship — parties convert demands - programmes,
supply govt + opposition - Hague & Harrop: without parties,
“chaos of individual opinions” — pressure groups complete the
machinery . Finer “invisible empires”: policy influence
without office, voice minorities parties overlook - Kothari:
widen participation, “non-party political process,” beyond the
vote — Webb: together they give citizens control over
elites - Schattschneider: democracy’s foundation tied to both

behaviouralist caution: parties - electoral machines, pressure
groups - junior partners - wealthier groups crowd out
weaker voices — indispensability is conditional

sine qua non only as living channels of representation, not
vote-gathering bodies

statement holds, but form must serve function — revive
the representative/movement character
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 29 - Representation & Participation Q 1/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2022 + 1S marks

Discuss the role of social movements in strengthening
the democratic processes in developing societies.

developing democracy often procedural, limited to
voting . movements as the chief non-party channel
carrying democracy beyond the ballot

define social movement (change / new order /
resist) . excluded sections unheard between
elections - movements give democracy real content
Kothari: social movements as non-party political
processes — marginalised bypass elite-captured institutions,
shape policy from outside - platform for minorities adds
legitimacy + effectiveness . Tarrow: spread of democratic
rights makes the state the target — Tilly: high-capacity states
absorb collective action, low-capacity states breed
violence - illustrations: Myanmar / Section 377-LGBT gap
parties ignored / Anna Hazare - AAP . new communication
tech fuels more direct democracy
Q@ZERZD) role not unqualified - movements can turn anti-democratic
(Nepal, parts of Africa . civil war) . Bayat: without deeper
political-economic change, goals stay out of reach
movements deepen participation beyond

procedure - strengthen democracy in developing societies

Counter-view

outcome hinges on state capacity +
restraint - supplement, not replace, formal channels
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—— PY® VAULT - Day 29 - Representation & Participation Q10/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 + 20 marks

Discuss the major recent social movements related to the
physical rights of women in various countries of the
world.

physical rights = freedom from violence + control over one’s
own body - sharpest edge of women'’s rights - recent
movements turn private harms into public claims

these movements read as new social movements — Scott’s
personal autonomy (women'’s liberation) over body, health,
safety
rights base: freedom from violence + highest health standard,
but inequality still feeds violence - sexual /reproductive
health tied to life, health, privacy -~ CESCR + CEDAW affirm
health includes sexual /reproductive health . #MeToo (digital
age) exposes gender-based violence + harassment - abortion
as central battleground - Amnesty International + grassroots
defenders - Argentina, Ireland, Poland, South Korea
violations persist (forced sterilisation, virginity examinations,
forced abortion, FGM, early marriage) -~ WHO + UN: ~1in 3
women face violence, barely changed in two decades
recognition won, resources not — funding + political will

lag . 2030 target distant

Fraser: recognition without redistribution stays
incomplete - physical rights now await the second
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 29 - Representation & Participation QN/i2

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - 1S marks

Critically examine the role of political parties in
sustaining and stabilising democracies in the developing
societies.

parties = bridge between State & citizenry - participation,
representation, accountability

survival of democracy turns on party institutionalisation,
not mere presence
Huntington: parties institutionalise mass participation =

order — mobilisation outrunning institutions = disorder, party-
less = coup-prone - Dahl (polyarchy): plurality bridges
social /economic/ethnic groups, cuts
marginalisation - Diamond: party competition = accountability
=long-term stability

developing-world reality blunts these functions - Sandbrook:
personalism over ideology + Webb: parties as personal /dynastic
property — erodes accountability - Migdal (“strong societies,
weak states”): clientelism /patronage stalls
consolidation — Horowitz (“ethnic outbidding”): parties deepen
polarisation instead of bridging cleavages

role genuine but conditional - not parties as such but

institutionalised parties sustain democracy

India holds democracy through party
churn - institutionalisation the deciding factor; without it,
parties destabilise
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—— PY® VAULT - Day 29 - Representation & Participation QI12/12

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2025 + 20 marks

Of late, centrist and centre-left political parties have
been facing setbacks while centre-right parties have been
in ascendency the world over. Comment.

spectrum set by ownership - left/state-proletariat,

right /private-capital, centre/liberal + social
democracy - name the trend

setbacks are real - but signal exhaustion of the post-war
centrist consensus, not a settled right victory
centre-left rested on welfare-socialist consensus (SPD /
Scandinavia, Keynes + welfare) —~ 1980s New Right (Thatcher /
Reagan) broke it - state rolled back, economic ground
lost . deeper cause = lost distinctiveness - Kirchheimer’s catch-
all + “end of ideology” - mainstream convergence, class anchor
weakens - vacuum filled - New Right returns (W. Europe, Canada,
Australia, NZ) - right-wing populism = ethno-nationalism + anti-
elitism . drivers: economic insecurity + cultural
backlash - Trump / Le Pen / Salvini
the right is not monolithic . Burke’s moderate right (gradual

change, rule of law, some welfare) vs far right (absolutist, ethnically
exclusionary) - costs: strain on democratic norms, polarisation,
far-right violence

the shift is a representation gap left by a converged centre, not

a durable realignment

plural parties remain vital for minority voice and healthy
competition
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