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— PY@® VAULT - DAY 32 - KEY CONCEPTS IN IR Ql/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 + 20 marks

Why does global human security need to be
emphasized along with economic security? Explain with
examples.

W‘ FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

INTRO ROUTEs RI traditional /economic security is state- and income-centred -
human security shifts the referent to the individual (freedom from
fear, want, indignity) — the two are not interchangeable * R2 a
country can grow and guard its borders yet its people stay unsafe -
income # dignity or safety — human security must sit alongside
economic security

goby FLow  referent shift (state - individual) ~ Truong: economically secure
states, insecure people — working-woman example (earns well, faces
harassment) . comprehensive dimensions
(economic/food /health /environmental /personal /community /political)

. Buzan's interconnected sectors (threat in one spreads) - Tickner's

feminist critique + “security paradox” - shift “freedom from fear”
“freedom from want” - global examples (COVID /health,
Syria /societal, Rohingya /political, climate/environmental)

COUNTER-VIEW  realist caution: over-stretched concept risks meaninglessness; state
resources finite; raises false expectations

CONCLUSION ROUTES Rl balance: human SECUI’ity COmplEantS, not replaces, economic
security * R2 economic security safeguards the aggregate,
human security safeguards the person - both needed together
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— PYQ VAULT - DAY 32 - KEY CONCEPTS IN IR Q2/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 - 1S marks

“The notion of balance of power is notoriously full of
confusion.” In the light of this quotation, do you think
that the concept of balance of power is relevant?

FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

INTRO ROUTEs R! realist device against domination, works in multipolarity
Wight's “confusion” conceded, but located in definition, not
use * R2 concept notoriously confused - Inis Claude “too many
meanings,” Morgenthau'’s four / Haas's eight . confusion
definitional, not fatal

BobY FLow Ssources of confusion (power hard to measure, interpretations
differ, relations unpredictable) . yet practical worth intact:
prevents hegemony, manages security competition, explains
alliances / power transitions — Waltz's structural pull (“abhors
unbalanced power”) - US-China, NATO-Russia, Quad -~ concept
adapts not dies: Walt's balance of threat, Paul's soft balancing
(direct balancing of US too costly)

cOUNTER-vIEW liberals: entrenches rivalry - stops operating under unipolarity
-~ globalisation + transnational threats defy balancing

coONcLUSION RouTEs  R! confused in definition but resilient in practice * R2
survives in altered forms - relevant, not redundant
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—— PYQ VAULT - DAY 32 - KEY CONCEPTS IN IR Q 3/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 + 10 marks

“A combination of internal pressures (ethnic and
regional forces) and external threats (EU, UN, TNC,
global market, etc.) has produced what is commonly

m

referred to as a ‘crisis of the nation-state’’ Elaborate.

FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

i

4

INTRO ROUTEs  R! nation-state as long-central actor - now squeezed from three
directions at once - subnational + transnational +
supranational ¢ R2 the ‘crisis’ = simultaneous pressure from

below, across and above - state pressed on all three fronts

BoDY FLow Internal squeeze (militancy / secession / autonomy / identity
denial / regional discrimination - Yugoslavia) - external
squeeze (globalisation + regionalisation - sovereignty made
multinational) - Nye: MNC direct/indirect pressure - Simmons:
NGO policy influence - forced re-regulation (climate / terrorism
/ finance via transnational frameworks) - hyperglobalist
redundancy claim

COUNTER-VIEW Buzan - economic role reduced, but state still the sole security
provider - uniquely holds both capacity to act + authority to
define a threat

cONcLUSION RouTES Rl reshaped, not dissolved — survives as the central
unit * R2 continuous crisis, not collapse - the state is
remade, not ended
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MODEL ANSWER
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—— PYQ VAULT - DAY 32 - KEY CONCEPTS IN IR Q 9/19

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - 1S marks

Discuss the changing nature of modern state with
reference to transnational actors.

ﬂ i_. ﬁli‘ ‘"“’5”07 how the answer moves

INTRO ROUTES RI modern state = sole authority over security & economy
transnational actors unsettle it — state now shares space it once held
alone * R2 modern state historically supreme within its borders
cross-border actors work independently of governments -. line staked:
state reshaped, not replaced

goby FLow Thiel: transnational actors = agents with trans-societal goals, apart from
state control (MNCs, NGOs, terror/criminal, diasporas) - MNCs / Nye:
loss of control over currency & trade — transfer mispricing + treaty
shopping - extraterritoriality — diluted labour/health regulation
NGOs / Simmons: agenda-setting, negotiating outcomes, conferring
legitimacy - aid agencies bypass governments . suspected as Western
agents (China, Russia, India) — terrorist/non-state actors: security
dilemma + distorted policy — FDI deterred — Scholte: states pushed
into post-sovereign governance (Basel, OECD, FATF) - Cooper:
European “postmodern states” within security communities

cOUNTER-vIElR  realist rejoinder, Buzan -. state still the principal security provider
only body with both capacity to act and authority to define a threat

CONCLUSION RouTES  RI state transformed and constrained, but not displaced - remains
central » R2 authority now shared, sovereignty reshaped - state

adapts via post-sovereign governance rather than dissolving
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MODEL ANSWER

The wodean state dosmed sole o«ﬂam"td witten As Loadean over
SWAJIZ& ond  econowy . Tramsnational ackoar hove umsctbled

Mot cRosiw. ‘cha cvoss  boadersr and pussuc gorla t‘md.cpahdagua
c‘() 80UCAMMtv~iA 604dw8 the ntate Ho sltoae Space X once hetd

alone.

MoaKuns Thiel dencuber Hrawmamnational oackorn aa political,
Soual , callurad omd economic Q@Lv\t/s witHe Eroma - Sod'etol

Aelotionr ocrosS "oaAdeAA. MNCs, NGos , texroant 4 carvmdnal
8'\0“‘?&% ) OU&NFOAM A:tcod.iﬂa naarow Hae aAtale’s Acom 60».

Fv\dCPC-h denvt aeltiogn.

U'o.sc,’ok N(je, L “MNCs : he Gawme o~d Hthe Rude e AAguea ‘et

'tkeﬂ premuac 50U0\.P\U~»MA oliAc/ci!a ond t‘wdi‘mut!v- Stcdten

Lose cerdrol ouen CA.Ach,c:] ok éovuaw Lvede.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumlAS



P.J: Stmnmonar shown Mol %«:8 N of G@m\d\u, v\eao:tf‘a.te. oudcomen

ond Ccuﬁa ,Qcaftfma.ca, wtule od'd aﬁencjm Lapa/n Saubmme.-ia.

Teyvorsint amu.r.v\ odd o {)»ua\:tﬂ\o\, Atactn , Ckca-‘tt"nﬁ o se-aAA-i’Jf:U
dUlevammo. o~d dintoai‘t"na domentiic P"ﬂ*‘tj , on ottocKka deken

601 a‘(j»-. nvealvwet.

J.A Scholte avgues ot Atokesr onre pushed ento poct- Soverergin
gevernance ?U'\Aouxﬁla Hie BGonel Conmeitree , 0ECD smmc.woxﬁa
and FATF. Robeat Coo]om Seen Emopem ~toden ‘becom“n@

Pmtmode.Ah Ataktes tan &w,u‘/ta Comn v it hica.

B e aAkode A not aL(APR.ax.cd Gauva Cuzan colla o He
Pm‘wu“fol -SC-CMAika Frauf'da&, t-2. the ouﬁ.a bad.z corM. both Hie
Co.f)wbta to act ond Khe a.ujtkom"ta do o\c6-fn¢, a. Huacok.

‘rﬁ\uc{)m*_.., Hie wodaun atade (A ‘tvawy{) oAamed ond Cemalriained.

Lut (£ Acmodna cerntyol .

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



— PYQ VAULT - DAY 32 - KEY CONCEPTS IN IR Q S/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 - 10 marks

What, according to Joseph Nye, are the major sources
of a country’s soft power? Discuss its relevance in the
contemporary world politics.

~ FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

INTRO ROUTES R! soft power (Nye) = make others want what you want
attraction / co-option, not coercion - set against hard
power * R2 power is not only force . Nye adds a second face:
attraction through appeal - opens the three sources

BobY FLow three sources - culture (when attractive) - political values:
democracy / human rights / rule of law (applied consistently)
foreign policy (when legitimate, just) - US illustration - relevance
rises with interdependence + information tech - instruments:
cultural diplomacy / education / media (yoga, China’s broadcasting,
EU multilateralism) -. issue areas: institutional reform, climate
justice, peacekeeping

COUNTER-VIEW  Aattraction alone insufficient -. Jaishankar: soft power without hard
power is pointless — Nye’s own move to smart power (hard + soft)

CONCLUSION ROUTES Rl attraction now integral to world politics — but supplements,
not replaces, material capability = R2 soft power reshapes
influence in an interdependent, information age - yet effective
only when anchored in hard power (smart power)
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— PYQ VAULT - DAY 32 - KEY CONCEPTS IN IR Q 6/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 « 1S marks

“Some feel Multinational Corporations (MNCs) are a
vital new road to economic growth, whereas others feel
they perpetuate underdevelopment.” Discuss.

fi

| FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

INTRO ROUTEs R! growth thesis (Friedman, Bhagwati) vs underdevelopment
(Frank, Myrdal) * R2 growth # development; structural
dependence obscured by GDP gains

BobY FLow Ppro-growth: FDI, employment, knowledge transfer — BUT Frank’s
trap: wealth extraction . Myrdal’s backwash . Nye's
sovereignty mechanisms (mispricing, extraterritoriality)

Stiglitz: political autonomy lost . Wallerstein's core-periphery:
unequal exchange entrenched

coUNTER-vIEw  glocalisation (Appadurai), post-sovereign governance (Basel,
OECD) as partial corrections — insufficient without structural
control

cONCLUSION RouTEs  RI growth alone is hollow; development requires ownership,
autonomy, equity * R2 MNCs generate growth within a

structure that perpetuates underdevelopment
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2019 - 10 marks

Discuss the utility of Nuclear Deterrence Theory in the
context of the recent standoff between India and
Pakistan.

e

% FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

INTRO ROUTEs RI deterrence’s core logic: catastrophic retaliation / MAD deters
attack — Brodie’s dictum - applied to India-Pakistan dyad * R2
India’s NFU + credible minimum deterrence vs Pakistan's TNW -
grounded back in MAD logic

BODY FLOW MAD lﬂgiC . Brodie “ready, never used” - India’s NFU/CMD VS
Pakistan’s TNW (offsets conventional asymmetry) — held since
1998 - 2019 Pulwama-Balakot: escalation but restraint -
Schelling’s stability-instability paradox - non-state actors evade
the nuclear threshold

COUNTER-VIEW Manoj Joshi: deterrence alone insufficient — strategic stability
still needs conventional capability + diplomacy

CONCLUSION ROUTES RI deterrence secures against full-scale war, not full
peace * R2 balance of terror real but bounded -
conventional strength and diplomacy fill the rest
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2022 - IS wmarks

Discuss the conceptual dimensions of collective
security.

FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

INTRO ROUTES  R! realism leaves every state to secure itself - collective security
makes security of one the concern of all - liberals read it as an
institutionalised balance of power « R2 the defining shift
competitive balancing replaced by a universal guarantee - every
conceptual dimension follows from that shift

BODY FLow  universality as the defining mark - Hartmann’s “mutual insurance
plan... anywhere and everywhere” - no enemy named in advance,
neutrality precluded - three conditions (treaty procedure /
renunciation of war except self-defence / pledge to defend the
victim) — Schwarzenberger’s machinery for joint action -
institutional dimension - League: Article 10, each member judged
aggression - Manchuria, Ethiopia - Charter centralises the
judgement in the Security Council - Articles 39, 41, 42

COUNTER-VIER the same universality strains — sovereignty indivisible, escape
hatch retained — aggressor pleads self-defence, aggression left
undefined — Morgenthau: freezing a status quo vs politics as
struggle for power - Mannheim: “relative utopia” - the dilemma
of waging war to prevent war

CONCLUSION ROUTES RI premise IS overwhelming power, not cquilibrium » R2 Korea
shows it can work, Ukraine how seldom it does - noble in
principle, constrained in practice
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2025 - 1S marks

Transnational actors have qualitatively transformed the
world by the way of their fresh insights and actions.
[llustrate your answer with suitable examples.

N =

ﬂr IﬂFﬂnmﬂ SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

iNTRo RouTEs  R! Thiel: cross-border agents pursuing goals independently of governments
. impact is qualitative, not additional -. interstate cooperation gives way
to multi-actor governance * R2 open with the shift itself: rules once
written only by states - today ideas, delivery and legitimacy come from
outside them -. place Thiel's definition inside that shift

BobY ELow  Jreshinsights =ideas . advocacy networks + epistemic communities +
World Bank / UNESCO - knowledge, agenda-setting, norm diffusion -
persuasion, not command - winning coalitions built with domestic actors

~ Risse . then actions —~ MSF + Amnesty in Syria, Myanmar, Ukraine -
Simmons: agenda, negotiation, legitimacy -~ MNCs (Google, Amazon,
Apple) on tax and labour - Nye: direct and indirect pressure - Taliban

and Hamas win recognition . state response . Scholte: post-sovereign
governance (Basel, OECD, FATF) - formal inclusion: Cardoso Report, Global

Compact

COUNTER-VIEW  realists: these actors run on state sponsorship, no independent role
feminists: MNC policies harm women - Buzan: state remains the principal
security provider

CONCLUSION ROUTES  R! the transformation is qualitative - rule-making, implementation and
legitimacy are now shared tasks ¢« R2 states remain central but are no
longer the sole authors of world order - governance is multi-actor, not
post-state
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