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—— PYQ VAULT - DAY 39 - INDIAN FOREIGN POLICY: DETERMINANTS & INSTITUTIONS Q 0/10

PREVIOUVUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 - 10 marks

Do you agree with the view that the Indian Foreign
Policy is increasingly being shaped by the Neoliberal
outlook? Elaborate

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Intro routes

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion routes

®l neoliberal FP = minimal regulation + free trade — Keohane &
Nye: complex interdependence sustains peace - India
shows a growing imprint

R2 from Nehruvian idealism + economic isolation - 1991 LPG
reforms as the pivot - neoliberal outlook increasingly
visible

Nehruvian isolation - 1991 LPG pushes private sector abroad
(Velasco) - markers: Look East '93 - India—Africa Summits - US
ties - WTO services - FTAs - NDB/AIIB . deeper architecture:
DTAAs - Act East - Connect Central Asia

realism persists: surgical strikes, Doklam, Galwan -. caution on
RCEP/BRI . multi-alignment + strategic autonomy . South-
South + egalitarian WTO/UN /climate stands qualify the shift

rI Bajpai: neoliberal position predominates in pragmatic FP
agree, with qualification

g2 increasingly visible, but not the single decisive factor
[ndia no prisoner to one stream

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh FORUMIAS - PYQ VAULT
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— PYQ VAULT - DAY 39 - INDIAN FOREIGN POLICY: DETERMINANTS & INSTITUTIONS Q 02/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 - 10 marks

“India is often said to have a rich strategic culture.’
Discuss.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Intro routes Rl Snyder defines strategic culture - whether India has
one is contested

R2 India acts strategically, yet is charged with lacking
strategic culture (Tanham) - sets up the rebuttal

Body flow  Snyder's definition - Tanham's 1992 denial (geography /
history / culture / Raj + Hindu 'time' - reactive foreign
policy) -~ Menon's rebuttal (independent actor, frugal
diplomacy, pluralistic-secular-defensive) - India's own
tradition (Arthashastra, Panchsheel, non-alignment;
Kautilya's mandala behind Nehru's non-alignment)

counter-view  Karnad (strategic autonomy - strategic diminution; Wei-
qi outscores mandala) vs Malone (no grand strategy =
advantage; improvisation suits a pragmatic power)

Conclusion routes Rl distinctive, not absent - the debate itself proves its
depth

R2 not the Western grand-strategy type, but a Kautilyan,
pluralistic tradition - richness lies in adaptability,
not a fixed doctrine

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh FORUMIAS - PYQ VAULT
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 - 10 marks

“India's current foreign policy marks significant
qualitative shifts from that of previous regimes”.
Discuss.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Intro routes Rl shiftisreal - but measured in ambition, pace, risk-
appetite - not a break with core interests

R2 question tests rupture vs evolution — stake: qualitative
shift genuine, yet grounded in continuity

Body flow  change of self-image: balancing power - leading power
institutional markers (Quad, JAI trilateral, Act East,
foundational agreements with US, SAGAR) - West Asia
recalibration: Desai (Palestine no longer zero-sum) - Pant
(old balancing dropped, UAE /Saudi ties) - firmer posture
(Doklam, surgical + pre-emptive strikes) — new risk-appetite

Counter-view = continuities persist - Gandhian idealism, Gujral Doctrine
with some neighbours, strategic autonomy, South-South
cooperation

Conclusion routes Rl Raja Mohan's "Third Republic’ — new chapter after
Nehruvian and Manmohan eras

R2 shifts genuine but build on strategic autonomy +
civilisational identity - evolution, not rupture

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh FORUMIAS - PYQ VAULT
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PREVIOUVUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2019 - 10 marks

Examine the role of ‘parliamentary diplomacy’ in India's
foreign policy.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer m

Intro routes R parliamentary diplomacy = legislators acting beyond the
executive - through delegations & dialogues - a
democratic layer, but bounded

R2 executive holds the defining role - legislative reach
widens external engagement - works within clear limits

Body flow  Tharoor: democratic/representative dimension, bipartisan
bridge - committees (foreign affairs & defence) scrutinise &
influence in national interest — IPU + CPA - multilateralism
+ democratic values projected abroad - Raja Mohan:
amplifies India's voice, cultivates bilateral /regional ties —
MP-to-MP understanding on climate change, terrorism,
development

Counter-view  Chaudhuri: Parliament limits but does not dictate - no legal
requirement for approval - practice underutilised, executive
dominates

Conclusion routes Rl integrates democratic oversight + enhances soft power,
yet potential constrained by executive primacy

R2 a supporting instrument, not a driver — democratic reach
is real but bounded by executive dominance

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh FORUMIAS - PYQ VAULT
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2019 - 20 marks

Examine the increasing significance of maritime
security in India's foreign policy.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moy

Intrs rontes Rl largest littoral state + Indian Ocean = busiest sea lane — Mahan:
sea power / choke points - Indo-Pacific shift raises salience
maritime security moving to the centre

g2 India's continental, defensive mindset - the sea long under-
weighted - rising maritime focus corrects a neglected destiny

Body flow  Mahan (sea power / choke points) - Indo-Pacific shift — Tanham
(charge of no strategic culture yet his own record of naval denial + blue-
water navy) - Panikkar & Menon (geography compels naval presence)

-~ peninsular projection / Indian Ocean control — Act East + net
security provider - Bajpai (widened security = global commons,
freedom of high seas) . operationalised: SAGAR, Quad, BIMSTEC,
Project Mausam, [IORA - contest for choke points (Dugm, Sabang, 2018)

. Rao (strategic autonomy driven by maritime security)

Counter-view  Pant:strategic thought still inconsistent - net-security-provider =
aspiration > capability — continental pull (China pressure in the Indian
Ocean and the Himalayas) tests the ambition

Conclusion routes Rl margin to centre - maritime security now a defining pillar, integral
to strategic autonomy and the net-security-provider identity

k2 significance real but transition incomplete - ambition ahead of
capability — a defining yet still-maturing maritime turn

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh FORUMIAS - PYQ VAULT
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2022 - 10 marks

Peaceful co-existence remains the cornerstone of
India's foreign policy. Comment.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer m

Intro routes Rl core task of foreign policy = security + territorial
integrity + peaceful environment - India pursues it
by reconciliation, not revenge

R2 Appadorai's pacifism as deliberate method - taproot
in Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam + Buddhism + Gandhian
non-violence

Body flow  Panchsheel (1954) - Five Principles - basis for non-
alignment + concrete form of UN Charter - principle still
guides conduct - China (Himalayas / Indian Ocean -
amicable resolution) - Pakistan (UN + democratic means
on cross-border terror) — Ukraine crisis (co-existence +
strategic autonomy) - constructive role - rival blocs
together + pandemic global good

Counter-view  CO-existence now paired with a firmer, more risk-taking
posture

Conclusion routes Rl continuity of principle alongside pragmatic adaptation

R2 cornerstone holds; practice turns more assertive

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh FORUMIAS - PYQ VAULT
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2022 - IS marks

Critically examine the major factors responsible for a
turnaround in the trajectory of India's foreign policy in
the post-cold war period.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer mo

Intro routes Rl Cold War's end unsettled post-1947 assumptions - two
pressures (systemic + economic) forced a reframing, not a
rupture

g2 1991 the hinge - external shock meets domestic breakdown
doctrine reworked, core aims kept

Body flow  systemic shock (Ganguly: USSR collapse + Cold War's end -
nonalignment lost meaning) - unipolar adjustment (accommodate
US, full ties with Israel, economy at centre) - economic crisis (1991
fiscal shock: oil, Gulf repatriation, lost remittances — end of import-
substitution) - Baru: economy the necessary foundation of power
- doctrinal reframing (Nirupama Rao: strategic autonomy from
growth, energy/maritime security, technology, all-power ties)
non-alignment - strategic autonomy + multi-alignment (polycentric
order) - Indo-US civil nuclear deal as marker

Counter-view Menon: sovereignty & territorial integrity remain foundational —
India cautious on coercive norms (R2P) - limits of the turnaround

Conclusion routes Rl real in posture and method - but older ideals reworked, not
discarded

R2 strategic autonomy the constant thread - change as evolution,
adapted to a transformed order

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh FORUMIAS - PYQ VAULT
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PREVIOVS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 20232 - 10 marks

Explain the major features of India's Foreign Policy in
the 21st century.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Intro routes R 21st-century IFP breaks from Cold War non-alignment
proactive engagement on many fronts

R2 defining feature = multi-alignment — strategic autonomy
held with many partners at once (Raja Mohan)

Body flow multi-alignment (Raja Mohan: US, Russia, France, Japan,
ASEAN) - Neighbourhood First (co-existence, connectivity,
development) — Act East (from Look East, balance China) -
economic diplomacy (Pant: Make in India, Digital India, FTAs)

- multilateral activism (Tharoor: UN, BRICS, G20, SCO, UNSC
bid) - security (Quad, maritime, counter-terror) - soft
power (vaccine diplomacy, ISA, diaspora, Indo-Pacific)

counter-view features look like a qualitative break, but rest on continuity -
autonomy now pursued through engagement, not distance
(new means, old value)

Conclusion routes Rl many new instruments, one constant thread — strategic
autonomy

g2 move from reactive non-alignment to proactive multi-
alignment reads as evolution, not rupture — old principles
carried into new priorities

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh FORUMIAS - PYQ VAULT
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - 20 marks

Would you concur with the view that of late, India's
foreign policy has been in a transition mode from
Nehruvianism to Neoliberalism? Support your answer
with the help of suitable examples.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer m

Intre reutes Rl partial concurrence staked - Nehruvian pole (Sikri: sovereignty +
autonomy + peace/disarmament) vs neoliberal pole (openness,
interests) — autonomy qualifies the shift

R2 1991 as the watershed - idealism giving way to economic
pragmatism - but a clean “from-to” overstates it — concur with
reservation

Body flow 1991 liberalisation as hinge . Raja Mohan + Pant (economic/strategic
interests in a multipolar world) — economic diplomacy: WTO / FTAs /
Act East (ASEAN, Japan) -. 2008 nuclear deal as symbol of the move
LEMOA / Rafale / Quad - Kanti Bajpai (neoliberal position
predominates)

Counter-view = Notacleanbreak . S-400 despite US unease - South-South
cooperation + egalitarian climate/trade stands — Saran (autonomy the
guiding principle, only means changed) - Tellis (flexible partnerships,
no rigid ideology)

Conclusion routes Rl concur: moving to a neoliberal outlook, but realist national interest
sets the pace - evolution, not rupture

R2 transition in method, autonomy the constant — not a prisoner to
any single stream of thought

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh FORUMIAS - PYQ VAULT
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2025 - 20 marks

Critically analyze the different phases of India's foreign
policy since independence. How justified, do you think,
is S. Jaishankar's classification of the current phase as
the phase of ‘energetic diplomacy™

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer mo

R evolution, not rupture - permanent factors (geography/history/culture)
continuity vs dynamic factors change — strategic autonomy the

Intro routes

constant yardstick

R2 six named phases = adaptation to circumstance - present phase the one
to test - judge it against the constant thread

Body flow optimistic non-alignment (1946-62, NAM) . realism & discovery (1962-70,
1962 war . Indo-Soviet Treaty) . regional assertion (1971-91, Bangladesh,
Pokhran) - strategic autonomy (1991-99, unipolar . US/Israel /ASEAN)
balancing power (2000-2013, India-US nuclear deal, Russia/China) - each
answers its moment, core intact . energetic diplomacy (2014-present):
leading-power aim . India Way ('transactional bazaar'/'frenemies’, interests
over idealism) — engage America/manage China/reassure Russia —
markers: Global South, Indo-Pacific, BRICS-G20-SCO, Viksit Bharat 2047

label captures activism + risk-taking vs strong continuity of core aims
(autonomy/security/development) — hard to categorise, India early in
transition - government ahead of Track-II (media /think-tanks /academia)

Counter-view

Conclusion routes R 'energetic diplomacy' justified as tempo & ambition, not a settled doctrine

R2 phases show adaptability & pragmatism; strategic autonomy the value
that survives every shift

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh FORUMIAS - PYQ VAULT
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