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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - 20 marks

Suggest measures so that India’s partnership with Africa
becomes a true symbol of South-South Cooperation,
delivering clear-cut economic and political dividends to
both sides of the equation.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Intro routes Rl SSC promises partnership of equals, not a donor relationship - difference is
obligation, not warmth - can the weaker side press a claim? R2 India’s Africa

policy runs on what India may grant or withhold at will - so the demand is not

more generosity but more obligation

convert discretion into obligation - regularity: 2008 / 2011 / 2015 - eleven-year
lapse - fourth set for May 2026, postponed without a new date - Bhatia's count,
nine Japanese since 1993, nine Chinese since 2000 - fixed cycle + standing review
body ends dependence on Delhi’'s convenience - delivery: Sachdev, India
promises, China delivers - $10bn pledged 2015 against a whole portfolio near
S12bn across 42 countries - publish disbursement against commitment, project
by project - Africa audits - trade content: Gandhi, ideas and services not
manufactures against raw materials - ~S100bn in 2024-25 still leaning on crude
and minerals - AfCFTA rules of origin + processing sited in Africa - value added
where the ore is mined — actors and politics: Bhattacharya, episodic and state-
centric, governments not firms and citizens - companies and universities in
under binding rules on land, labour, environment - AU’s G20 seat as the method,
India spent capital, Africa gained a permanent place - permanent African UNSC
seat returns that weight to India’s reform agenda

Body flow

_ Taylor, interest in Southern solidarity falls as a power rises - guarantee must be
institutional, not sentimental
Conclusion Rl a true symbol of South-South cooperation the day Africa can hold India to it
routes R2 obligation is what pays both sides — Africa gains a claim it can press, India
gains a constituency that treats it as reliable

Counter-view
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MODEL ANSWER
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 202! - 10 marks

Write about the growing significance of QUAD.

" FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

N Zal Rl revived 2017 - no treaty, no defence obligation — significance
from function, not form R2 grouping matters by output -
supplies what no member builds alone

LIPRITM  agenda widens, maritime - economic security - Raja Mohan:
strategic + economic security inseparable - May 2026 Delhi
ministerial as proof - minerals framework (up to USS20bn) +
energy security + first Fiji port - India’s practical return - MDA
live at Gurugram - next Quad-at-Sea mission - no alignment
demanded — BRICS + Quad together, a position no other
Southern state occupies

APV Grieco: limits structural, divergent national interests —
announcements outrun delivery - USS20bn a target, not
committed money - chair year closed without a leaders’ summit

YOIV RI significance real but conditional - judged by what is built, not
announced R2 the non-alliance form is exactly its use to India
- delivery of regional public goods is the next test

routes

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh ForumlAS - PY® Vault



MODEL ANSWER

Revived (n 2017, the Quadailoterol Se.wajta bia.ﬂ_oauc.. rensthr ew wo
troo-l:a and no C’eabm& obﬂiaod:fav\. ITtA .S.tahlG(caACc, bhuoa

grown bee cuune o& whot L doea and not what it oxumally is.

I}tA Qﬁ%da fnoa mdwc.d ﬁrow\ ot Livue SMMNtd 4o econonuc
Se,c,m.ﬁa. €. Ro\.'ja Mohaa arguen Hoat A‘tmi%t‘c { economic

Secunity ore bmm'w@ cnscparable a the Indo - Pacific. The May
2026 New Delbi wininberial walched Hhall slft. IE Lauached
a ¢vriticed wunenolns £YM¢MOTK to maob(liae u-,:a +  0s $ 20 Lillion,
Gan mmaa sc.c,wu":ta ‘nitiative , and a 6irst Jor‘h‘t porl Fvojtc:t

twv F‘U‘E.

Tido - Pau:.f6ic MordAime dommodn  Ouoowemens A nowd opucctc‘owaﬂ—ot
Hie Qma;uam G—«mfou centre ondd Tudia witll bont Hie werl

Quod — ot - seo inviow-

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



Ree aune MLW\{)MSNP d eswondn WO o.ﬂ.[@mmwit , hndidaa St w

BRICS and <Fhe Quad -toadf«w, Q. ova.s.t‘:tt‘ov\ no othea Soudherwn

Atoi:o occ M.PI‘M-

Keﬂ% Grieco tholdn HoX Hie Quads Lnitr one atructuaal.,

g ek GDU divergesrt wokionel dwtereatsr and ol s an-ouirce-

merts  gulimn dcﬂ.&“uc/xa. Thot 0SS § 20 Lillion s a :tmccjd:, ok
Comvw-;m monca on-d Tidia’s am tn e dhain Pmtﬁl

wrtthounl a (eadera’ Suwwnnait.

Iin Stavdﬁim\nce_. WS ‘tkmcboxe, Aeal Lot conditicnal. what He

Quad Luwildn wrall settle ot cuntead, dé whatl (€ annoukces.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumlIAS



—— PYQ VAULT - Day 99 - INDIA & THE GLOBAL SOUTH Q 3/%

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2022 - 20 marks

Discuss the relevance of the demand for New
International Economic Order (NIEO) in the present era
of globalisation.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

WYl Rl 1974 Declaration — one claim: rules framed before Southern
independence - form changed, grievance unchanged R2 the five
asks (sovereign equality, decision-making, policy space, TNC
regulation, technology) - globalisation as the new setting —
relevance is about the ground, not the wording

CILPR  finance first: IMF 16th Review (Dec 2023), quotas +50%, shares
untouched, realignment deferred - Engel & Mabefam: voice +
resource flows recur from NAM - G20 - Bridgetown; response
slow, aims unmet - trade: unfinished Doha (agriculture, SDT,
public stockholding) = policy space today - technology: TRIPS
waiver = sharpest North-South line - corporate power: Raja
Mohan (states cannot regulate MNCs) - Mikler (value-chain
control; free trade # free markets) - NIEO'’s regulation demand still
missing

e Bhagwati: trading system delivers markets, investment,
technology - Happymon Jacob: integration diluted the collective
agenda; NAM's decline removed the vehicle

(TP Rl demand survives in narrower form - rule-reform + new
gt instruments (AIIB, NDB, DPI) R2 inter-country gaps widened -
equity case stronger, not weaker
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MODEL ANSWER
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2023 - 10 marks

What diplomatic steps has India taken to articulate the
interests of the Global South in International Politics?

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Rl symbolic participation - institutional leadership - two levers:
the room, and the agenda R2 2023 as the turn - a forum India

convened + a seat India delivered - every later step sorts into
presence or agenda

PRESENCE: VOGSS, three editions since 2023, 120+ countries -
AU into G20, September 2023 - permanent African UNSC seat,
Ezulwini Consensus - AGENDA: TRIPS waiver with South Africa
- food security + public stockholding via G33 - ITEC training,
digital public infrastructure - agenda widens to technology:
India Al Impact Summit, February 2026, first in the Global South

Narlikar’s test: agenda-setting power, not token representation —
Mawdsley: summits as stages for pageantry and promises -
permanent solution on public stockholding refused again,
Yaoundé, March 2026

Rl room widened, agenda shaped, rules unmoved R2 presence
fskaad® secured: conversion of consensus into rules is the unfinished

step
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2023 . IS marks

Discuss the major drivers of India’s interests in Africa.
FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

AFRICA Fund - drivers now generated at home R2 Africa as an
input into India’s own transformation - every major interest
traces to a domestic need

Body flow

Rl policy born political: decolonisation, anti-apartheid solidarity,

energy first (Nigeria, Angola, Algeria vs Gulf dependence; Xavier —
a third of African lines of credit, 2004-13, to energy) — search
widens to critical minerals (Gurjit Singh — electric mobility,
semiconductors, defence rest on cobalt/copper/manganese) —
market (trade near $S100 bn; Bhatia — 2030 target of $200 bn
against a decade of sharp fluctuation) - security follows
commerce (Xavier — East African coast inside India’s Indian Ocean
interest: sea lanes, investment, diaspora; piracy - net security
provider) - AIKEYME 2025 gives it operational form - diplomatic
weight (50+ African votes on UNSC and WTO reform) - China
competition in third spaces sets the pace

A IETEE  drivers do not convert on their own - Singh’s paradox: Indian-

origin firms in African copper, cobalt, tantalum, output moves to
China - fragmented engagement against an integrated state-
backed system

R! the drivers are Indian needs, which is itself the risk —

Vaidyanathan: move beyond extraction-led engagement to co-
developer R2 interest matures into partnership only when

African priorities count as drivers too

Conclusion
routes
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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - 10 marks

“Nothing is going to move within the WTO negotiations
unless India is on board.” Discuss the main reasons
behind India’s increased clout in the WTO.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Intro routes R! consensus rule + seat in the inner circle - the rule is old, the
seat is recent R2 any member can block - only India’s block
halts the organisation - what changed is position, not procedure

IR U7 Hopewell, 2004 — Brazil and India displace Japan and Canada -
old Quad becomes US / EU / Brazil / India - market +
coalitions - G20 agriculture, G33 food security - Narlikar:
punching above weight — TRIPS waiver with South Africa, 2020,
eighteen months

AR the strength is the strength to refuse - Yaoundé, March 2026,
India alone against 165 of 166 on investment facilitation — public
stockholding still undelivered since Bali 2013 — D’Souza: leverage,
not principle

27Ol Rl can hold the organisation still = moving it is another matter
R2 veto secured, rule-making not yet - the clout is real but
one-directional

routes

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh ForumlAS - PYQ Vault



MODEL ANSWER

Indua’s wuabd.’ o e WTO rentr on a amle Hat Ac.alu.i)\.ca COnS em S

ord a stad A He Swalld (j'rou‘a whede {_—,m(jw"ws ore netdled-

Kriatem Hope..mc.ﬂ’, doten Hic .Skiﬁ,t +o 2004Y. Qroazil omd India

tHen d;mpﬁo.ceol. 'Jo..Pah and Cosada Evow He WTO’s tvmen trcle.

The old Quad become ove cermtred on Hte US, e EO, BRrazil

ound Tidia-

ITwndia Aeached <ot Lotle "ﬂv\auﬂb\. Ar woaKd & ts coalstionn.

“The 420 ow a@ﬁwﬂiw«- 4 He G232 ow baac! socu,ai‘td put

Rambene beland (LA fasf'tiom. Aviuta WarliKoan ylewn Hus oa

Oleu&opt‘vg Cew~Lrien Pwhd- above Haa wuau- The TRIPS

WOA U CA ﬁ:wfosoﬂ_, woved wiHh Soudh %v?cn fn D el . dock I8
vmanths 4o gettle.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



At Yaourde (n Movc, 2026 Indic oalone wnthheld conSernua

on HMe Tuwatwmert Foalitodiow bo.k, DeveQop mevt Aa&.ce_,wod,

wihichh. 16X 5%166 mewmbeaa SmPPOAi'cd, The P(Amama—i: SoQution

on public A'kod<4\oﬂdina ) pm\d.fv\a siiacer +Qallc HY B ol Vs hucamicls

deivered . Stantlic Mancel D Souza douwbta M p;u"ncir)ﬂc.,

Ae.ach'ud 4*le block on .meaoc-

ﬂm%o?b, ’Lhd-ia Cown L\OQA tthe G‘Yamp—{-:/_sa:thh A’hﬂ.o_, .':»ui maulhva (t

in omothen watlan.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



—— PYQ VAULT - Day 44 - INDIA & THE GLOBAL SOUTH ® 7/8

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - IS marks

Discuss the potential role that India could play as the
leader of the Global South in realising the goal of
establishing a new international economic order in the
21st century.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Intro routes R! 1974 Declaration - rules written before most of the South

existed as states - demand failed for want of power, not
justification R2 what the old coalition lacked — capability + a

seat where rules are settled - India’s potential = supplying both

IRl presence first » AU into G20, 2023 - three VOGSS widen the
table — BRICS chair 2026 - Kahler's fork: reform inside / build
alongside - India in both tracks - second lever, capability —
cannot match Chinese depth - offers what can be copied: DPI,
[SA, Global Development Compact 2024 — Narlikar: veto-player
- agenda-setter

ATDLSVEE  agenda-setting # rule-making - 16th IMF review moves no share
- two-fifths of votes on three-fifths of output - Yaoundé 2026:
public stockholding refused again, pending since Bali 2013 - UN
tax rules authored by the Africa Group, not India - Taylor:
solidarity weakens as a power rises

2YEPBITl R potential is conditional - order moves when convening is
spent on rules R2 leadership proved by demands India did not
author
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—— PYQ VAULT - Day 99 - INDIA & THE GLOBAL SOUTH Q 2/3

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2025 - IS marks

Discuss some of the key drivers of India’s new interests
in Africa which might help in developing long-term
comparative advantage over China.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

iR 228 R!I China-Africa trade at a record $275bn in 2024 - yet lending under
S5bn a year, repayments now exceed disbursements - drivers named:
minerals, markets, sea lanes, African votes — scale cannot be matched -
build where Chinese money does not reach R2 engagement once
carried by solidarity, now by material need — but the stem asks for edge,
not interest - edge must rest on assets money cannot buy quickly

LY PRI young African market — generics + IT goods to ordinary households —
African pharma still in its infancy - ITEC + Pan-African e-Network leave
skills, not debt —» Bhattacharya: [IT campus Tanzania, forensic sciences
campus Uganda — DPI extends the same logic —

identity /payments/records as public goods - over twenty countries, six
African - no debt, no supplier lock-in - Xavier: electoral management,
federalism, decentralisation, judicial training — area China cannot enter

AT el nothing converted into position - Singh's paradox: Indian-origin firms in
African copper, cobalt, tantalum, output flows to China - fragmented
engagement vs integrated state-backed system > Sharma and co-authors:
longer partnerships, far smaller footprint

(AT R drivers correct - advantage only through delivery: projects on time,
LU value retained in Africa — earned by record, not claimed by contrast
R2 China’s trade at a record while its money recedes — the basis of
influence is shifting, not collapsing - India’s edge is slow-appreciating and
conditional
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MODEL ANSWER

Alrica's trvade with China Acached a recoad $ 275 Lillion in
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Aeach. ﬂrsﬂ‘caf_s 80:.4»-\6 wonKelt duawn Thdia’s dunochle A:trcmaﬂm.

Gemerlc wmeddctmes & IT (jood/:. yeacl Ord.x‘nm\a Lowsel.oldn &
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e EGs tvdmnna L He Pan- A—f)rr'caﬂ—» e— NebtworK LQeowe AKIUA
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Cavupu.a LA TQMZ.RI-—-(AOL f, (8} 607%/54‘@ Suencen Mhutm.gita CamPu.A

tin Uaauhda .
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