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PYQ VAULT - Day 47 - INDIA & THE UN SYSTEM Q!/9

——

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 - IS marks

Critically analyze China’s role in international politics
against India’s demand for permanent seat in UN
Security Council. (2016 /15 marks)

mtro routes  RI India’s credentials strong — four of five P5 back it —» only China
non-committal — Article 108 makes one refusal decisive — China
is the obstacle Rr2 the paradox: broad support but a single veto
point — China’s non-commitment converts into structural
blockage through Article 108

Body flow strategic motive (sole Asian/non-Western P5, guards prestige,
won't admit a co-equal rival, border) — Kantha (assurance +
obstruction) — Jaishankar “duality” (NSG + UNSC pattern) —
tactics: Pakistan — UfC regional link - G4 wedge (drop Japan) —
“package solution”/no agreed text (procedural delay)

caunter-view  irony: Chinese assertiveness (South China Sea) proves a 1945
Council unfit - strengthens India’s reform case, but gives China
reason to keep the Council shut — China decisive but not sole
barrier (regional claims + veto persist) — Raja Mohan caution
(don’t be bargained by the West)

conclusion routes  RI China is the proximate, decisive veto guarding its Asian primacy
— India must build concrete power, not rest on entitlement Rr2
reform held hostage to one P5 holdout — India’s path is coalition
plus capability, making the claim self-evident rather than merely
just
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PYQ VAULT - Day 47 - INDIA & THE UN SYSTEM Q2/49

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - 10 marks

“India has been the largest and consistent country
contributing to the UN peacekeepers worldwide.”
Examine India’s role in this perspective. (2017/10

marks)

Intro routes

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion routes

R! field is where India’s commitment shows most — Nambiar
“second to none” / Korea 1950 — claim rests on two unequal legs
R2 founding member, non-permanent, punches above weight —
weigh the two halves: “largest” vs “consistent”

consistency = sounder leg — 2,90,000 personnel / 50+ missions /
highest fatalities / every African operation — Thakur: steady
involvement — operational success — qualify “largest™
cumulative-largest over seven decades, not single-largest in
current deployment

Bahadur: goodwill in UN circles # influence — power play driven
by funding + permanent-member interests

R India reworking numbers into governance — sustained Security
Council + committee work, voice for TCCs — 2025 UNTCC
Conclave, Jaishankar: field-driven, tech-enabled mandates,
peacekeeper safety — convert field credibility into agenda-setting
voice R2 field credibility = moral standing + policy content of the
reform case — close the contribution-recognition gap by strategy,
not merit alone
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PYQ VAULT - Day 47 - INDIA & THE UN SYSTEM Q3/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - 1S marks

'Uniting for Consensus’ also known as 'Coffee Club’ has
opposed the claims of India and other countries over
permanent membership of the UN Security Council.
Point out their major objections. (2017/15 marks)

Intro routes

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion routes

RI locate group: mid-1990s, Italy-led “Coffee Club’, ~50 states — line:
objections blend principle (no new permanent privilege) + regional rivalry
R2 1945 Council frozen — G4 seeks permanent seats — UfC forms as the
counter-coalition — its objections now define the reform deadlock

Objection 1: new permanent seats “freeze privilege” — widen small-elite-
vs-membership divide — expand an existing oligarchy — Objection 2: veto
untouched — deepens democratic deficit, no cure for paralysis — UfC
alternative (March 2024): enlarge only elected tier, longer/re-electable
seats — rotation + accountability + geographic balance — Objection 3:
Article 108 — two-thirds GA + all five ratify — reform must rest on widest
consensus — underlying motive: regional rivalry (Pakistan v India, Italy v
Germany) — think-tank reading

India rejects the model — Kamboj (2024): ignores Africa / Global South,
“just vetoes the process” — calls for “UN 2.0” — yet UfC numbers block
the two-thirds majority — reform stuck without an agreed text

Rl objections coherent in principle yet selective in effect — democratic
language + regional rivalry + Charter rigidity — entrenches the order it
claims to reform R2 objections are real constraints, not mere obstruction
— but deadlock persists — any breakthrough needs the consensus UfC's
veto-on-privilege denies
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MODEL ANSWER
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PY® VAULT . Day 497 - INDIA & THE UN SYSTEM ®4/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 - IS marks

Discuss the various impediments in India’s way to a

permanent seat in the Security Council. (2018 /15
marks)

Intro routes Rl credentials strong, support wide — yet seat blocked —
impediments are structural /political, not merit R2 Council frozen
since 1945 — India’s case overwhelming yet unrealised —
obstacles lie in law and politics, not qualification

Body flow  Charter rigidity (Art. 108: 2/3 GA + all-P5 ratification) —» China the
lone holdout (border rivalry, Pakistan tie) — divided membership:
Uniting for Consensus (Italy, Pakistan) + rival Africa/Latin-
America claims — Africa’s own split (Ezulwini’s veto demand vs G4
deferral) — 17 years of IGN, still no single text — India-specific:
NPT non-signature + modest UN budget share + Mukherjee &
Malone (thin resources, shallow normative engagement,
entitlement over realpolitik)

counter-view  the larger doubt: Raja Mohan & Saran on “Cold War 2.0” sidelining
the UN — 2024 Pact for the Future urged but delivered no
negotiation — drift to G20/BRICS-plus/Quad — the prize itself is
uncertain

conclusion routes  RI Obstacle is structure + politics, not India’s case — merit alone
will not win the seat R2 keep pressing text-based negotiations +
build concrete national power so the claim becomes self-evident,
not merely just
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MODEL ANSWER
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PYQ VAULT - Day 497 - INDIA & THE UN SYSTEM QS/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2019 - IS marks

Analyze the recent trends in India’s role in the UN
peacekeeping operations. (2019 /15 marks)

Intro routes Rl largest all-time contributor — recent story is quality, not
quantity — specialised + tech + gender service R2 “recent trends”
= how India contributes has changed — bulk infantry gives way to
niche capability, technology, women-led roles

Body flow  Specialisation (engineers, medics, aviation, trainers — Nambiar;
high-risk African missions, South Sudan / DR Congo — Kanwal)
— technology (UNITE AWARE + UN DPO,; Jaishankar “protecting
the protectors™, MP-IDSA — technology-contributing country;
2025 Berlin pledges — QRF, counter-1ED, K-9) — gender
leadership (first all-women FPU Liberia 2007 — 150+ women in
Congo / South Sudan / Lebanon / Golan; 2025 Global South
women’s conference, Delhi) - normative push (Resolution 2589 —
accountability for crimes against peacekeepers)

counter-view Gowan & Singh: habit not strategy — goodwill # influence —
active-deployment rank now behind Nepal & Bangladesh

Conclusion routes Rl C. Raja Mohan: bﬁyt)l'ld troops to training, logistics, mediation,

tech — convert specialised service into a decisive voice in
mandate-making R2 recent trends mark India as reformer, not

just responder — field credibility must become agenda-setting
influence

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh ForumlAS - PYQ Vault



MODEL ANSWER
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PY® VAULT - Day 47 - INDIA & THE UN SYSTEM Qé/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2020 - IS marks

Explain the importance of India’s claim for a
permanent seat in the United Security Council.
(2020 /15 marks)

Intro routes | Rl Council frozen at 1945 + crisis paralysis (Ukraine / Israel-
Hamas) — claim important on two levels: institutional repair +
India’s own standing R2 a rising power converting capability into
recognition — the claim as the test of whether governance can
accommodate new powers

Body flow = representation deficit (Global South, Asia’s single seat) —
implementers (most populous, largest cumulative peacekeeper)
should shape the mandates — India’s own interests (Pant x3:
recognition / 1948-Kashmir insurance / shield small states) +
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam —» reform momentum: 2024 Pact for the
Future (first summit doc, Africa priority; “good beginning” +
caution; text-based talks stalled since 2015) — Dabhade: rule-
taker — rule-maker, periphery — centre

counter-view  Cold War 2.0 may sideline the UN (Mohan, Saran) — seat less
consequential than concrete partnerships / national strength

Conclusion routes Rl importance lies in what the claim tests — admit India = added
legitimacy; refuse = drift toward the League’s fate R2 the badge is
secondary — real stakes = India’s passage from rule-taker to rule-
maker, and the Council’s own survival
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MODEL ANSWER
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PY® VAULT - Day 47 - INDIA & THE UN SYSTEM Q7/19

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2022 - 1S marks

Explain the factors which justify India’s claim for a
permanent seat at the UN security council. (2022 /15
marks)

Intro routes Rl permanent membership still a 1945 settlement of the war victors
—> India’s exclusion now the sharpest anomaly R2 not one
credential but a convergence — a Council built for the past cannot
exclude India and stay legitimate

Body flow founding member, universal character (Bhagavan, Ghetto Act) —
eight non-permanent terms, sustained engagement — most
populous (China 2023) + fourth-largest economy (IMF 2025) +
largest democracy + responsible nuclear power (NFU) —
peacekeeping, largest cumulative contributor — implementers
should shape mandates — voice of the developing world (NAM, G-
77, L.69) — backing of four P5 + 120-plus states — 2024 Pact for
the Future endorses redressing Africa /Asia under-representation

counter-view credentials have not delivered — Council frozen, China non-
committal, Pact short on a negotiating text - Shyam Saran: build
concrete power, seat not owed

conclusion routes Rl the factors justify the claim in justice — convert rising weight
into influence R2 merit alone will not open the Council - make
the claim irresistible, not merely just
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PY®Q VAULT - Day 47 - INDIA & THE UN SYSTEM Q@2/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2023 - 1S marks

Discuss the importance of India’s role in UN
peacekeeping operations as a ground for its claim to a
permanent seat in the UN Security Council. (2023 /15

marks)

Intro routes

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion routes

Rl peacekeeping = India’s strongest single ground — those who
implement mandates should shape them R2 permanent
membership demands readiness for global responsibility —
seven-decade field record supplies exactly that

quantum (2.9L personnel / 50+ missions / highest fatalities / 15
Force Commanders / every African op) — quality (UNITE AWARE,
CUNPK, Res 2589) — normative bridge: implementers should
shape mandates — Raja Mohan (moral authority + strategic
capacity) — Thakur (emerging powers — larger governance role,
seat included) — Ghose (diplomatic standing + readiness)

strong ground, not decisive — funding not troops decides
influence, goodwill # Council power — Mukherjee “not
commensurate to results” — Pant & Thakkar (entitlement over
responsibility; modest budget; no longer leads deployment)

R! 2024 Pact for the Future reopens the door — Charter rigidity +
veto still decide — standing earned, not the seat R2 standing
earned # representation —» merit must be paired with the financial
and political responsibilities of membership
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PYQ VAULT - Day 47 - INDIA & THE UN SYSTEM Q3/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - 10 marks

“India must strive to become a semi-permanent
member of the UNSC, rather than a permanent
member without the right to veto.” Comment.
(2024 /10 marks)

Intro routes Rl two diminished statuses on offer — both fall short of the equal-
rights permanent seat India demands R2 semi-permanent =

Uniting for Consensus route; permanent-without-veto = US /
2005 Annan model — neither meets the real demand: parity

Body flow  Seat’s worth substantive, not symbolic — Uday Bhaskar: refuse a
veto-less seat, it entrenches the PS5 / two-tier Council — Tellis:
veto withheld over India’s independent foreign policy — semi-
permanent no escape — it is the UfC device (Pakistan, Italy) to
block the bid — pragmatic turn — Desai: veto-restraint norms =
“pragmatic way out” + Gharekhan: realism + G4’s fifteen-year
moratorium

counter-view ~ principle: parity, veto as substantive power vs pragmatism:
realism, presence, persistent deadlock

Conclusion routes Rl keep the pI‘iﬂCiplE (equal FightS), bend OIlly on timing — semi-
permanent = stepping stone, never settlement R2 flexibility on
timing, not surrender of category — press the parity claim
through the deadlock (Pact for the Future 2024 — 17th
postponement 2025)
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