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Perspectives on the Indian
National Movement

Three strands In one sweep — the ideological currents of the 19305, the Dalit critigue of matnstroam nationalism, and the six historians' lenses on the freedom struggle.
Revise — write a little — don't break the chain,

PY® FOOTPRINT - THIS CHAPTER'S LIST (2016-2025)

v i 10-mark + twe 2-markers. Dalit parspective

I2 ldeological Spectrum of the 1930s

] 13.] Gandhian Core

Mahatma Gandhi was elected Congress President only once — at Belgaum, 1924 — yet remained the central moral-political force.

Judith Brown: spiritual authority + political activism made him the unofficial leader of Congress.  Bipan Chandra: expanded Congress into a mass organization
Gandhian themes:

C‘-waraj :I ":-’Hlim.l-d;l {“at}'agrnha) {Khaclil} { Village iudu-tril:e:j C(Zomh'nﬂiw work) (Hindu—Mu*lim uni1v:| [-‘\nﬁ-nnlwchabil'rrv)

Criticism within Congress:
« Jawaharlal Nehru and the Left accepted mass mobilization but criticized Gandhi's suspicion of industrialization,

« Karachi Session, 1931 showed socialist influence through Fundamental Rights and the Mational Economic Programme.
UPSE 2017 - I

| 13.2 Liberals

Leaders: Reliefs: Role:
* Tej Bahadur Sapru = Constitutional reform; Dominion Statns  » Simen Commission discussions
= V.5 Srinivasa Sastri = Negotiation; minority safeguards = Joined Round Table Conferences

 Gradual self-government = Mediated British—Congress—minarities
Limitations: elite base; weak mass appeal; decline after the 1937 elections,
| Judith Brown — Liberals contributed to constitutional debare but became peripheral, unable to adapt to mass politics,

| 133 Socialists

Why socialism grew: Impaortant leaders:
= Russian Revolution » Jawaharlal Nehru - Subhas Chandra Bose
= Waorking-class unrest; peasant distress = Jayaprakash Narayan - Acharya Narendra Deva

Disillusionment after Non-Cooperation  * Ham Manohar Lohia «- Basawon Singh Sinha

Pull on young Congress leaders = Minoo Masani

CONGRESS SOCIALIST PARTY (1934)
Formed within Congress - aim: radicalize Congress, nat break it - mobilized workers and peasants - opposed communalism,

Jayaprakash Narayan in Why Socielism? — criticized Gandhian idealism, stressed class contradictions,
Acharya Narendra Deva — class reconciliation 1s impractical.
Ram Manohar Lohia — fused Marxist + Gandhian ideas into decentralized socialism,

Subhas Chandra Bose — social revolution alongside political liberation.
« Jawaharlal Nehru (1929) — openly identified as socialist and republican.

Wider social base & afterlife: the Hindustan Secialist Republican Association gave revelutionary nationalism a socialist-secolar direction; the All India Kisan Sabha and trade unions
widened the anti-colonial base; socialists ran an underground role in Quit India; influence carried inte planning, the public sector, land reform and the Directive Principles

UPSE 2020 - 10w (150 words)
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The 1930z spectrum — from constitutional Nberalisw, through the Gandhian centre, to the revolutionary left,

| 13.4 Communists

COMMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA
Founded 1925 - repressed through the Meerut Conspiracy Case, 1929 - reorganized 1933 - recognized by the Communist International.

Leaders: Position:

= MLN. Roy - 5.A. Dange * Anti-imperialism through class struggle

= Muzaffar Ahmed - P.C. Joshi = Early critique of Congress as bourgesis

= Sohan Singh Joshi = Later Popular Front =+ cooperation with the C5P

| Tohn Parick Haithcox — the CPI moved bepween ideological purity and practical alliances

| 13.5 Forward Bloc

Subhaz Chandra Bose formed the Forward Bloc in 1939, after his break with Gandhi

Dbjectives: consolidate left forces + Imensify the ant-British struggle - combine socialism and nationalism © reject excessive rellance on non-violence,

| Leonard Gordon — Bose balanced revolutiongry zeal with organizarional pragmarism,
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I7 Dalit Perspective & Dalit Struggle

| 170 Secial Reformers & Movements

Dalit and anti-caste movements challenged the social limits of mainstream nationalism,

Key figures: Key movemenis:
= Jyotirao Phule - Narayana Guru * Satvashodhalk Samaj - Self-Respect Movement
» Dr. B.R. Ambedkar = Ad-Dharm (Punjab, 1926) - Mahar {Maharashtra)

= E.V. Ramasamy Periyar - Shahu Maharaj = Mamasudra (Bengal) - Adi-Dravida (Tamil Madu)
o Adi-Andhra - Adi-Kamataka - Adi-Hindu (UP)
= Pulaya & Cheruman mobilization (Kerala)

Chne coste, one religion, one god for mankind.
— Naravana Gur

Jyotirao Phule: attacked Brahmanical domination; held that lower castes were the ariginal inhabitanis enslaved by Arvans.

British Raj is better that Peshwa Raj,
— Jyotiras Phule (on equality before law)

| 1722 Dbr. B.R. Ambedkar & Dalit Nationalism

Ambedkar's nationalism centres on
Liberty l:_l'.qu.ul'rli) I:_I-'ralrrnily r'l"h'gnilﬂ [:_'Hrprwuulinn -;I { Annihilation of r.nlv}

| If Tilak was born as untouchable he waould have demanded annikilation of caste as his birth right.

- Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
In Pakistan or the Portition of India, he defines nationdlism as consciousness of kind and awareness of the te of kinship,

AMBEDKAR'S FORMULATION
Nationalism [s negation of castelsm, communism, and is rooted in humanism.

= A country canncd be free if lts people remain socially enslaved.
Political democracy without social democracy creates contradiction.
= No nation can exist without fraternity.

Dalits need independent political representation.

We are not going to ger anything unless we have our own men in the legisiarnres,
~— Dr, B.R, Ambedkar

17.3 Critigue of the Indian National Congress

Congress was upper-caste dominated; political independence overshadowed caste annihilation.
« Saocial reform stayed secondary; separate electorates opposed by Gandhi; the Poona Pact forced compromise,
* Congress did not fully back the Mahad Satyagraha

Ambedkar charged Congress with being a "Brahmin-Baniva™ party.

« K.N. Paniklkar — the movement's limit lay in the disjunction between political and = Arundhati Roy — Gandhi's non-participation in Mahad deepened

social-cultural struggle. Ambedkar's disenchantment,
= T.K. Qommen — Dalit deprivation arese from low rwal status, poverty and = 5N, Gailowad — Ambedkar was rejecting elite hegemony, not
powerlessness, nationalism.

= Arun Shourie read Ambedkar as anti-national — a reading Dalit
schalarship rejects,

| 174 Contribution to Egalitarianism

Through: Constitutional impact:

= Anti-caste critique; equal access to public facilities « Article 17 — abolition of untouchability

= Mahad Satyagraha, 1927; temple-entry movements = Articles 15 & 16 — against discrimination
= Political safeguards; separate-electorate demand * Reservations; political representation

» Scheduled Castes Federation « Affirmative action; social justice

* Independent Labour Party, 1936

...the Dalit movement and the overall radical anti-caste movements were a crucial expression of the democratic revalution in India, more consistently democratic
and in the end more consistently "notionalistic” — than the elite controlled Indian National Congress.

— Gail Omvedt
Valerian Rodrigues — Dalit-Bahujan thinkers saw the nation as a good society built on Kancha Ilaiah — Dalit movements made dignity and participation
mutual respect, rights and solidarity. ceniral 1o nation-building,.

[ : N apnibilation of coste -
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excheion - lmiliagion

Ambedkar’s social are — from excluded India to enlightened India.

—a

[ 17.5 Assessment

THE CORE CLAIM
The Dalit perspective is mot anti-national. [t asks: freedom for whoem? - a nation on what social basis? - can a caste society become a fratemity? - can political Swaraj
exist without social equality?

UPSE 201% - l0m J UPSE 2029 - 20m J UPSC 2025 - lom
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|2 Historiographical Perspectives on the National Movement

Colonialist Natignalist Marxist
i Inclian nation; matinnal awakening: baurgeais-led, within
British brought arder selfless leaders celonial capitallsm
Eambridge Subahtern Radical Humanist
elibe t‘l)n'||;|u|i11|m AR ORI |T|,'l1|)|(‘!i Fresdam nesds rational,
foraffice politics below the elite ethical individuals

Six lenses, ane movement — each answers "how showld we read the freedom struggle?” differently.

| 181 Colowialist Perspective
Claim: India was not a nation; British rule created order and unity; Congress was an elite agitation.

Writers: James Mill - Mountstuart Elphinstone < Henry M. Elliot - John Dowson - William Wilson Hunter - Herbert Hope Risley - Vincent Arthur Smith « Valentine Chirol
John Strachey - Sir John Robert Seeley.

A vartegated fumble of roces and peoples.
— Yalentine Chirol, on India

Criticism: ignored anri-imperialist conscionsness; justified colonial rule; reduced Indian politics 1o division

| 18.2 Natiomalist Perspective

Claim: India had a growing modern unity or an ancient civilizational unity; Congress represented national awakening; leaders were patriotic and sellless; economic exploitation, racial
discrimination and repression generated nationalism.

Scholars & leaders: Surendranath Banerjea - Bisheshwar Prasad - Ramesh Chandra Majumdar - Tara Chand - Radha Kumud Mookerji - Har Bilas Sarda - Lala Lajpat Rai
Kashi Prasad Jayaswal - Rabindranath "I".igl:rrr - Mahatma Gandhi - Subhas Chandra Bose - Jawaharlal Neliru - C.F. Andrews - E.‘lrij.j Mul-'v-rji

Limit: sometimes overemphasized unity; underplaved caste, class and subaliermn autonomy

| 183 Marxist Perspective

Claim: nationalism emerged within colonial capitalism; Congress was influenced by bourgeois interesis; anti-imperialism coexisted with class contradictions.
Thinkers: M.M. Roy - 5.A. Dange - Rajani Palme Dutt - A.R. Desai - E.M.5. Nambooediripad - Hiren Mukherjee - Sumit Sarkar - Bipan Chandra - Irfan Hahib.

Thinker

M.N. Roy Indian nationalism reflected global capitalism; the bourgeoisie initiated it; the working class alone could be penuinely revolutionary.

Todic In Tra 3

Rajani Palme Dutt 1857 was feudal; Congress bepan as a wool of British policy, later uming national under popuolar pressure; Gandhi the " mascot of the
Indéa Todm bourgeoisie,”

E.M.5. Namboodiripad Described the Gandhian struggle as a restricted mass struggle.

Bipan Chandra Early — ideas have autonomy, intellectuals not mere class agents. Later — used Gramsci's war of position; Gandhian non-violence was

sirategic mass politics, not howrgeois pacification,

Sumit Sarkar Criticized crude class analysis; used Troisky’s “substitutionism™ and Gramsci’s radidonaliorganic inellectuals; saw overlap between
Gandhian leadership and bowrgesis interests without reducing Gandhi to @ puppet.

1885 5 1885-1905 [ 1mos-1mg 19I8-1934
Eatellts el nAsCEn —+ | lower middle | — | peasants & workers | —
E€! : | bourgenisie | classes ender; capitalist-led

AR Desai — five phases of the movement by its changing class base,

UPSE 2021« 10w [ UPSE 2019 ¢« 20m
| 184 Cambridge School
Historians: John Gallagher - Ronald Robinson - Anil Seal - Gordon Johnson - Christopher Alan Bayly - David Washbrook - Christopher John Baker - Brian Roger Tomlinson.

Arguments:

= No central contradiction between imperialism and the Indian people; the main conflict was among Indian elites,

= Nationalism emerged from competition for offices and representation.

= Politics was driven by caste, community, locality and patron-client networks; Congress rhetoric often masked local interests.

Much attention has been paid to the apparent confiicts between imperialism and nationalism; it would be at least equally profitable ro siedy their real partrerships,
— Amnil Seal

Criticism: downplays anti-imperialism; echoes colonialist scepicism; underestimates mass moverments and sacrilices.

| 18.5 Subaltern Perspective

Scholars: Ranajit Gulia - Gyanendra Pandey - Shahid Amin - David Hardiman - Sumit Sarkar - Partha Chaterjee - Gavatri Chakravorty Spivak,
Core argumenis: elite historiography Ignored people's politics; peasants, workers and tribals had autenomens political domains; subaliern mobil
militant; elite nationalism restrained pepular radicalism,

« Ranajit Guha — in The Prase of Caunter-Insurgency, attacked accounts that denied rebel consciousness

* Gyanendra Pandey — the Awadh peasant revolt arose independently of Non-Cooperation,

= Shahid Amin — studied popular appropriation of Gandhi as Maharma

Latlon was horizental, spontaneous and

= Sumit Sarkar — masses in Bengal sometimes nutpaced the leaders.

= Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak — guestioned whether the subaltern can truly "speak” in history.

= Partha Chatterjee — introdduced the idea of the "subalternity of the elite”.

Criticism: overstates autonomy; underestimates nationalist influence; the later postmodern wm weakened attention to material conditions,
| 18.6 Radical Humanist Perspective

M. N, Roy's Radical Humanism [MNew Humanism) centres on the Individeal, Kev work: Reason, Romarticism and Revolution,

Frinciples: Critique of nationalism:
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Individual is prior to society; individoal is an end, society a means = Collectivist nationalism suppresses individual freedom

« Freedom and truth are fundamental urges « Paolitical independence alone is insufficient
» Teason is biological and moral; ethics is necessary for politics » Congress and Gandhi ignored rational-ethical awakening
= History is shaped by ideas and human will, not economics alone = Religious mohilization reinforced traditionalism

= Parliamentary democracy bred power-seeking parties

ROY'S ALTERMNATIVE
Party-less democracy © decentralized people’s committees - radical democracy + compulsory education + purification of politics + nationalization of land - abolition of
feudalism + minority rights + modernized {ndustry.

His (M.N. Roy) innovative reconceptualization hos resulted into astonishingly doring rodicalism and trogic heteronom.
— Sudipto Kaviraj
Limitatlons: party-less democracy s hard ina mass soclery; underestimates collective identities; assumes high civic education before any democratic restruciuring

UPSC 2016 + Iim

Power Quotes

" One caste, one religion, one god for mankind, — Marayana Gur

" If Tilak was born as untouchable he would have demanded annihilation of caste as his birth right. — Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

* Nationalism is negation of casteism, communism, and is rooted in fumanism, — Dr. BR, Ambediar

“ We are no going v ger anything unless we have our own men in the legislores. — Dr. BR. Ambedkar

wmore consistently democratic — and in the end move consistendy "nationalistic™ — than the elite controlled Indian National Congress, — Gail Omvedy

A variegated jumble of races and peoaples. — Valentine Chirol (on India)

" study thelr real partnerships [imperialism and nationalism]. — Anil Seal

.astonishingly daring radicalism and tragic heteronomy. — Sudipte Kaviraj {on MLN. Roy)

Schﬂ.lﬂ‘r IH&EH over the nmmes, then recell the position

Acharya Narendra Deva - Anil Seal - A.R. Desai - Arundhati Roy - Arun Shourie - B.R. Ambedkar - Basawon Singh Sinha - Bipan Chandra - Bisheshwar Prasad - Brian
Roger Tomlinson - C.F. Andrews « Christopher Alan Bayly - Christopher John Baker - David Hardiman - David Washbrook - E.M.5. Namboodiripad - E.V. Ramasamy
Periyar - Gail Omvedt - Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak - Girija Mukerji - Gordon Johnson - Gyanendra Pandey - Har Bilas Sarda - Henry M. Elliot - Herbert Hope

Risley + Hiren Mukherjee - Irfan Habib - James Mill - Jawaharlal Nehru - Jayaprakash Narayan - John Dowson © John Gallagher - John Patrick Haithcox © John

Strachey - Judith Brown - Jyotiras Phule - Kancha Ilaiah - Kashi Prasad Jayaswal - K.N, Panikkar - Lala Lajpat Rai - Leonard Gordon - Minos Masani - MLN,

Ray - Mounisiuart Elphinsione - Muzaffar Ahmed - Narayana Guru - Partha Chatterjee - P.C. Joshi - Radha Kumud Mookerji - Rabindranath Tagore - Rajani Palme
Dutt - Ramesh Chandra Majumdar - Ram Manohar Lohia - Ranajit Guha - Ronald Robinson - 5.4, Dange - Shahid Amin - Shahu Maharaj - Sir John Robert Seeley - S.N.
Gaikwad - Sohan Singh Joshi - Subhas Chandra Bose - Sudipto Kaviraj - Sumit Sarkar - Surendranath Banerjea - Tara Chand - Tej Bahadur Sapru - TK.

Oommen - Valentine Chirol - Valerian Rodrigues - Vincent Arthur Smith - ¥.5. Srinivasa Sastri - William Wilson Hunter

& How UPSC Asks It

Radical Humanist perspective on the INM 2016 - 10m
Gandhi unifying political & non-political movements 2017 - 10m
Dialit perspective on the INM 2019 - 10m | 2025 - 10m
Anti-imperialist & increasingly radical programmes 2019 - 20m
Raole of Socialists in the TNM (150 words) 2020+ 10m
Marxist perspective an the nature of the INM 2021 + 10m
Dalit struggle & egalitarianism in the freedomn movement 2024« 20m

% Today's Practice

* Amnalyze the Marxist perspective of the nature of Indian National Movement, (@10 FIRE "
Discuss the contribution of the Dalit struggle to establish egalitarianism in Indian society during the freedom movement, (L T0rFCR-1

Critically examine the Radical Humanist perspective on the Indian National Movement. {1l a0 2

Write it before you recd the answer.
Madel answers drop tonight on @psirbyamitpratap
Blank on a point above? It's covered in full in your Foundation / OGP class notes & handowis — revise it, then write.

See you tomorrow with Day 17 — keep the chain going.
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