— PYQ VAULT - Day 1 - POLITICAL THEORY Q6/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Discuss David Easton’s model of system analysis.

FLOW SNAPSHOT how the answer moves

LEIEAINEN R1: politics as one living whole - Easton builds on
Bertalanffy + Parsons -. biological analogy. R2: the aim
— how a system survives and converts pressures into
decisions.

LOLVRILE  System within environment + boundary - inputs
(demands/supports) - conversion - outputs =
authoritative allocation of values — feedback keeps it
dynamic.

(SIS Too abstract, equilibrium-fixed, weak on conflict and
change; Miller: a status-quo ideology of American
capitalism,

G IETRRHEE R1: a systematic, dynamic map — but mapping is not
judging. R2: its strength (survival, feedback) is also its
limit (silence on conflict).
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MODEL ANSWER

The SUA,tMM approach Atudies politicsa wot as sepirate
vatitutions but os one Ejuiv\a whole. Dawid Easton built
Hur (nto a 6«.”. wwod el , alwwc'va ow Lu.d.wra Bui'a.ﬂ.a.vmﬁvfs
geraral SUAZC\-.M 'J:LboAa ond. Taleott Parson’s stauetwaol
functionalism. The amaloaa a bc‘of.ogr‘oo\.ﬂ. P aa orgama work,
o a ‘bodd, tuatitutions lewoel withun owe Sa/ste,m.
Earton's alm wasr Fo explasn how the sa/a:tcm Swavives
and tuna soUal pressures (nto {-;t'md.iha deeiriona.

For Easten, politiced Sa/ai‘z.m wmaKen omd exeeutes gQocdol
Poﬂca. It woaKs within ow emuironimend c‘b Social , econovmdc
omd  cullunal varobles, with o Eowwd.a.&a- Iuto slou:
lputs — demands amd supports — wiichh Hhe Conversion
procemn famelles ‘ﬂw::u-afm debate omd po.uca. The Aesult ia
oulputsr — decisions . Lown and policien —the owdhoritative
allocation of voluer. Feedbock Keeps (£ alive, o
oultputs Acturn 1o sthape the next Acwumd 06 linpud -
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The wmodel ton daawn A:L'U-‘V\g eadticism. TE bm.dtcda-a
too oabstract amd ﬁ«‘xa{. on equilibrium, weak on conplict
and ohowoe,. BU ta&ha the sa.atem PN 8r‘uen-\., it Leowrns
toward the stotus quo amd daivmsa a uwﬂaﬂ% t
Canvolt told ; the Maaxint sdrolor Eugene Milten Colls
it aa statua quo l'dwioga s-ho..pbot £U Atrweri can
c.a.Pt';ta.EisM.

Castown's wiodel gove politiced scemce a SUA«tewmi,l'c.,
dﬁv\ow'c, way 1o study  politiced ﬂibb Tits neﬁ!e,ot of
tonflict suggenta o system com be maoppec withouk
{au'na deac.o!. — Gmd PoJ?..«':!:r‘CA needs both.
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