—— PYQ VAULT - Day 3 - JUSTICE Ql!/N

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2017 - 20 marks

Rawls' theory of justice is both contractual and
distributive. Examine.

1 contractual in method + distributive in result . the two bound
together
=2 the hypothetical contract is the source . it generates and justifies the
distribution

revives contract tradition (Locke / Rousseau / Kant), hypothetical not
historical - original position + veil of ignorance - impartial choice +
maximin - fairness from a fair agreement . same contract fixes
distribution - primary social goods - first principle (equal liberties)
second principle (fair equality of opportunity + Difference Principle)
least advantaged / Barry’s chain principle . Macpherson: defence of the
liberal democratic welfare state

Hampton: not truly contractual (veil, not bargaining, yields the principles)
- Nozick: distributive side is an end-state theory imposing a pattern

&1 a fair contract grounds a fair distribution . the two characters
reinforce each other

r2 despite the critics, Rawls opened a new era in justice theory
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MODEL ANSWER

Rawe s ‘H’LCMﬁ ir omlaoetuol (. method omd dinAaibutive
M Areawdt | anel Hae 2wo ocue bound ;toac.‘lﬁm,‘r&c.
‘LﬁpOiﬂc:tr‘anL controckt he buitds s oco-catfﬁ whal produces
omd.  juatifiea bin  priwerples 0“- distarbution.

Johin Rowlsr rewiver the socol contnoet tradstion o‘s Tohn
locke . Rowrnceur amee Immanuel Kawt, bl 4in vtasion is
‘(\apoﬁ«ei'fw.l. , ot Wistoaical . Tn e cw‘ae‘naﬂ/ posr:hb'u,ﬁvu,
equal  amd Aationel pirsoms choose pAnedples crb Juatice
Lehind o veit 06 tgnoramee . Not Kmowing Hain clens,
Folenls oaA socdol plece ‘Haea Ao ow rmpmtsa%. Juntice
becomer  foirnen  becoune Hthe pruneiples flow frome o foin
Qﬁ,\cam.wt.

The Some Covlroek nettle dintaibution . Tis pALweiplen 8ouuv~
the ollocotion o p)u'wtcua Soual 600d4— Libeatres ,
opporlumities, tncome, wealth , powers omd sdb-;wupc.ct.‘rkc
st priveiple au.momrem equal baric Libertien e 2d
paaruta  soudal ome Cteouomic (‘wefq,u.aiita gu.ﬂa'ﬂamou.ﬁ&.
foir cquality of opportusity & the diffcemce prineiple.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumlAS



Norran &:uud’s cheuin  painciple LonveyA tHain @ #he
weaKesal Link deeides Hhe A?tkcmaﬂ\. cfj Hie wihole.
Caiticn skt question bott fQobely. Jeon Hammpten argues
He :h‘mooxa A wel m% Contractiual , stirce the veil , ol
reol bcuam'mna ’ afcMA Hie Painciplen . Rebal NoziK Af.j&cts
the distabutive Side an awm onwd -atate ‘H\e.o;\a HHaall
(mposes @ Chosen pattern.

A fimu\, contioel amm a %cu;«, duntaibution oad thin
umdow opemed a new eia (n _ttﬂ-twr\a about justice.

PSIR Opticnal by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumlAS



