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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2023 - IS marks

Rawls' idea of the 'liberal self' is too individualistic.
Explain, in this context, the communitarian critique of
Rawls' theory of justice.

—
»! original position + veil of ignorance - chooser stripped of class /
gender / talents / good . the "unencumbered self”

&2 liberal self too individualistic - a theory built on it misreads moral life
. communitarian charge staked

Sandel: self constituted by its ends, not prior . "wholly without
character" . neutral state misreads justice, rights only a remedy for
individualism - Maclntyre: morality lives in narrative + tradition
Taylor: anti-atomism, self within webs of interlocution . Walzer: no
universal metric, complex equality from social meanings of goods -
unifying move: good prior to right

community norms can shield hierarchy / patriarchy / caste - Rawls'
Political Liberalism (overlapping consensus) answers the metaphysical-
self charge

Rl critique exposes the embeddedness Rawls understated, without
destroying justice as fairness

r2 it sharpens liberalism toward a more situated self rather than
replacing it
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MODEL ANSWER

Ramls builda Jwtice an saunm on e o.u‘ar‘m!. position,
wheae 6\*(.:.. omd equal pusona dhoose pAlncple belund a
el cﬁ— Yroramee, Aiu'ppal oﬁ Lo, 3omla\,,ia!_oubs amcl.
GMU conception cﬁ He aood- Comnunitorianr Aead Haia
choottr. an o ¢ umencumbued /:.:.%"’

Michael Somdel , tn ULibtralism amd Hie Limita 6f Tuatice,
denita Htral the self v pron Lo s emds. The aelf s
Constituted 6(‘, s ewds t‘d.wd‘.r‘% ty duacovered mau@t.
C,mnmx.nj:ta , not chosen belund a vel. To :‘Mar‘m_ o pexson
withouk such Comntitutive oHachwerntn , he nays , in to
fmogine ome wholly withoul charactar.” For Lamdel, Aghia
ae a Mw«bd.ld 60v tndividuwodiswm omel Rawls wnadial state
mintoKes Hain 60» Justice  itactly.

ALoadoun I\A.a.cIn‘-tahL Arcots morality (n naaative 4 bodstion:
one camnel ask whol aww I 2o do witroul thowr'ra wich,
Atony one bdm\a& to. Chartes Taylor Ageedn ofominme,
pﬂ.o,u'ua the aelfy within “ webs of (ntalowtion.”
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Michael Walzen Aedirecls Huin ot Hae *ﬂtw»a fiadﬁ,u{)!w‘va
a umvmal wmdac with a complex u[uab':ta Acoted (n the
Soual muw‘wﬂA °6 aoodA.

The shared wove s the pPrioaity of the good oven the
M‘OM. The cardique Nac.tla exposes the cwmbeddedmens Rowla
umderstoted - Hroumgh community coam shictd heirar cly , amd.
tun Latenw Political Liberalism omawers wueeh of it.
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