— PYQ VAULT - DAY § - HUMAN RIGHTS Q8/38

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - 20 marks

The debate on human rights is caught between the
limitations of both universalism and cultural relativism.
Comment.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

€D © “caught between" =a deadlock . universalism over-
reaches, relativism under-protects
r2 each side half-right, half-blind . the debate advances
only when their strengths combine

@) universalism (Kant, dignity, UDHR) . its limit: it carries
Western liberal assumptions . cultural relativism (Boas,
legitimacy through local context) - its limit: shields FGM /
child marriage, becomes an authoritarian cloak . Asian
values (Lee Kuan Yew) . Sen's reply: Asia too diverse,
serves power not culture

relativism's charge of Western hegemony vs the universalist
charge that relativism excuses abuse

# Donnelly's relative universalism . universal in principle,
flexible in application, "culture is not destiny"

k2 Gutmann's deliberation . shared principles applied
through dialogue, not by imposing the dominant view
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The potmt in Hthe quention (s o deadlot © umiversalisn ovea -
Acachey , cuttunal AlaLUism  unde projectn amd human, ALghin
Seeim ‘brafopod. between e Lo

Eae side ta F’M‘ﬂ M‘a«(«t ond. pa.lgﬂa Hoined, and Fhe debate
hMovea ﬁmwd m«la when, Ahein Abb‘\a#% aAc comdimed.

Univewsalism  haolds H#hal Mgt ’6c£ow8 Lo cvey peason, mespective
o‘{s Culture )\tﬂz‘at‘ow oA uo.tr‘omb‘i'.d- Tte worsl awnclos Ca
Immanuel Kowl's (dea of duman al-.aru.ta , expressed. fathe
Univers ol  Decloa ation u-% Huyman AL‘&MA Ita Lmitodtiona ca
Hvol Huin wuwiversal ﬁam@upﬁc. ofton coades Westn Libual
asgurptions . Era 'brco-t‘va one wltiaal vision ou Hhe Atandoad
'&m all , ¢t com oua.k(@ oud aouu‘nc. dfﬂqo-u:u . how Societiea
undaustand cha wity omd freedom.

Franz Boas wade Hun view prominemt 6(7 Agjecting ethmo-
centrism 4 the ot that oy calbiae U Superion - Relativisma
Con shild harmful proctices Such os female gemitod vmultilodion
4 chitd mariage omd ia (awvoKed &y oudhoritoiiom Aegimer-
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The Asiom uvoluts oargumenl of Leaders LUKe lee Kuan Yew

pleced Commw'td 4 onder obove (ndividual M(‘jld/s. Amoaty o

Sen replied Hhoat Asia i oo divease ﬁm— oﬁa Stngle act of
“Asian voluen”, and thot suck Loima mwué, Seve power,
not cultoune.

The woy out Qes between Hhe Tuo, Jowk Domht’_lﬂd’s relotive
WnUtaSalisme  Keapa N‘é‘bd/; univesal fn pAaiedple Hul ﬂiou"'sﬂr_.
{in O.Pptico.tfbh, sthee Coultiue ia net dc&t:‘na e

Awa Cut mann adds Hwot common atomdoads Stouwld emerge
‘Muak delibenotion , ok 5@ e‘vnf:o&r‘vca Hhe dominemlt unde-
Atmdima. &au/; axe beat dcﬁ.cncleot asn athoacd prineiples ,
G.PPUcd, %u-ouﬁf. d.cb.!oaue.
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