— PYQ VAULT « Day 9 - POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES Q4 /10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 - 10 marks

Comment on the "Nothing against the State, nothing
over it, nothing beyond it." - Mussolini in 150 words

) Read the maxim as the philosophical core of fascist
totalitarianism, reversing the liberal individual-state relationship.
€3 Open from the interwar crisis that made fascism'’s total
subordination of the individual possible.

Reversal of the liberal premise — the state precedes & absorbs the
individual - “"nothing against” — no right to opposition; dissent
becomes treason - "nothing over” — no rival authority: church,
constitution, international law, conscience - "nothing beyond” —
abolition of the private sphere . Giovanni Gentile — the state as
highest ethical reality; the individual has duties, not rights

Hannah Arendt — absolute statism is the engine of totalitarian
terror; Harold Laski — such a state shields the economic oligarchy
while destroying civil liberties.

) The maxim crystallises totalitarianism — the state as an end in
itself.

£3 1t endures as a warning: when the state becomes its own
justification, the conditions for tyranny are complete.
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