— PY® VAULT - Day 9 - POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES Qs /10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2020 - 20 marks

Explicate the ideological components of Gandhism

@D (D Note that Gandhism is not a systematic doctrine (Humayun
Kabir: a practical idealist) yet forms a coherent ethical-political
whole.
€2 Anchor the answer in its foundations — Satya and Ahimsa —
from which every component flows.

Ethical base — inseparability of means & ends (truth as goal, non-
violence as means) - Satyagraha — active soul-force; "hate the sin,
not the sinner” . Dashrath Singh, Gandhism: A Quest for New
Civilization — Sarvodaya, Swaraj, Ahimsa, Swadeshi . Swaraj —
self-rule with self-restraint . Sarvedaya — from Ruskin's Unto This
Last: progress of all . economic core — Trusteeship &

Swadeshi . critique of modern civilisation — Tolstoy, Thoreau,
Ruskin - Ram Rajya — decentralised moral self-rule, not theocracy

Often read as unsystematic and anti-modern — resting on moral
conversion and a rejection of industrial civilisation rather than on
institutional power.

) Gandhism is a comprehensive ideology where ethics, economics
and politics are inseparable.

2 Its enduring claim is a moral alternative to the coercive modern
state.
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MODEL ANSWER

Gamdhism s not oo Aystemotic politicel philosoplry ta #he
Conventionel Aewmne. Asg t-{uwav% Kobin wnoted, Gorddly wos a
prockicel (dealink deply oauwsaue of wmam p:ad«oloa& rathen Haom
o Haconint Lu.i.louva abatvoct dockrine.

The foundation of Gavdhism Awsts ow the cnneporabiliky of meana
and emda For Gandii, trutt ia e gook amd nown- viblemce in only
Legitimote weama Lo Acach (k. Sotgagaoka - tauti florce on soul
GOVCL —in Ahe poiticol (wabrument thin produces. It in ot pamive
Subwinnion § £ i ockive , disciplined Aresiatonee grou~ded n
Courage and waonal (envickion ,  Hate #he Sin and not dhe simea”
Caplmes Hun duntinction ! the oppumest in ot om emenmy 4o be
dcatvoaut Lt o percon o be comuated.

Doatn ot Sirgh, (n Qomdbuinm @ A Queat for New Civilizatiom,
e‘dwt:‘&-iut Smuod.ava, Swounay , Ahivwaa , souol L\Mmovxa & Sewadeslni
0o the cone elemendn. Scuanaj n not mee tromsfan o} Btk poeern
o Tndiam bhondn y it in pelf- jple combined with At~ Awtromt
Sarvodaya, Gamdbu's Aendering of Tohn RusKins Owko Thin Lasl, meama
progrem of ale, wol benefit of a fec-



The teovomic dimewnsion in expremed %w«gk Trusteenldp omd
Swaded . We.a.u'i-a tndividuals ore not absolute ownesn but
Brusteen 06 Sou'al  Aenourcen aﬁﬁaa:tzd. 1o wre wealts for public
80041- Swadeadi denanda Ad.{,- Aeliomee awd Locel jsootedmen ,
oppam‘na Fhe exploitotie anc'c; of coloniol monKets amd
tndunt adal L\Ov«oaou‘a ation-

Umdu.%g‘v\a o0 Huin » Gordhis catique of wodean civilinodion-
He Agected hititariomion fov reducivg pusons fo omimal
appetite , wmechaminakion frov dcotroafna u_oloafc.a.ﬂ_. 4 buman
balance 4 the endlers rmultiplicotion ofy womts. He drews on
a!.immtc‘v-.a wWotunm HinKkeas - Leo Toutad » Hemay Dowid Thoveau
ond Runkin - olongnide Indiam ethicol troditiona . olﬂom‘-\a L
1o oka.ﬂ.@.waa empire  withoul Adkcair‘v\a (nto  culdancl inolotion.

Hin  politicol idead, Ram Rojyo wos wok theomatic 5 (L wmeomt
deeerntrolined noral nlh- Aule , wninimal  totcon o~d justice
607 ol - om alitrative o Hhe wmodun Cetrave atale,
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