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Kautilya's views on the elements of the State.

Intro reutes 1 State as a living body — Kautilya's Saptanga = seven interdependent
limbs; "a single wheel cannot move the chariot”

=2 sovereignty (Garner) — making a ~4th-century-BCE account strikingly
comprehensive

Bedy flow  Swami (sovereign king, bound by rajadharma, owes yogakshema) - Amatya
(ministers, Mantriparishad — institutional base) . Janapada (territory +
productive population — revenue/social base) . Durga (fort — defence,
strategic depth) . Kosha (treasury — bedrock; funds army, administration,
welfare) . Danda/Bala (army + coercion — punishment firm, never
excessive) - Mitra (ally — no state survives in isolation). Thread: organic
interdependence; the king must strengthen every limb

Counter-view  theory is monarchy-centred — limbs read as resources for the king's power,
not an impersonal /juristic sovereignty distinct from the ruler; including an
external ally (Mitra) as a "limb" blurs state and statecraft. [Balance: A.S.
Altekar reads Mitra's inclusion as analogous to recognition in modern
statehood]

Conclusion routes # by binding administration, economy, defence and diplomacy into one
organic whole, Saptanga is an integrated theory of the state that anticipates
its modern elements

#2 reads as an early template of comprehensive national power —
leadership, territory, treasury, military, diplomacy — still resonant in
national-security and statecraft analysis
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MODEL ANSWER

Kautffﬁa, ,tn Hhe Arthonhaantio , Conceiven Hhe otote a»\aamic.aﬂ.a
'“Mauok hin naplomga ﬂxw% - Sewen Limba  On praKaitia - whose
ibndependence he captues in e maxinm *hal a ningle
whheel Camnol move <the dharniok.

“meg are, (n Knu:t‘rﬂaau Sequence : Swami, the .Sou&\t.-fah King,
centrol y& Bocumel ea rajadharma  amd e duty of yogakshema;
Ahniaa ) the winialeas amd Hthe Mantaiparinhad |, who su.pp% Hae
imatitutional ame adwinory bose Janepada, -tcwtaw ard.
productive Po‘Pu.Ecd:foh , the watinial omnd Acvenue fiowxdq;t'l‘m;
Duu.aa, Hae Bovt ) Prau?cun@ defemce 4 A‘tva.ttoi'c. depth ; Kosha , the
‘hbo./.'-w\aJ volnichy Ka.u.tfﬂda. treatn as Htae bedaock of state power
Since t Buh.d.a anwy administration § wetfoae ; Damda On Bala,
tHhe armey amd  oucive powen whee puminhment muat be fiam bub
nevtA excemive ; amd Mitre, the ally , since o srtale suavivea (n
inolotion.
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Cuticn obsave that Hhe theosy rtays wowd«a cesdred. — the
Limbn Acad an aesowsces for the rulews power aothor tham om
mpasonal cdea of SOuuu‘av\:td duntinet 6ro-. e King and.
‘brta.trfha om  extanol olly oy o Lmb blurs state 4 statemalyt.

Yet {"C‘J |‘vct¢-ﬂra:tt‘ma odministrat fon, Ceshovmy cdefemce ¢ d.:‘flomq.c.tj
(o ewe of\aw”c wrhale, Kcud:i%a. arvdicpalen the wodeam nhake's
elemertr awd e Eaa[c “G Comprehemnive  national powh.
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