PYQ VAULT - Day 12 - Western Political Thought Q4 /3%

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2020 - 10 marks

Comment on the Machiavelli’s secularism in 150 words.

D revolutionary break from medieval tradition - religion no longer the
basis of the state . repudiates Aquinas’s divine law

Z) secularism = the debate Machiavelli opened in Europe . state freed
from religious determination — break from the medieval order

Body flow emancipation of state from religion - state as autonomous institution -
highest human association - supreme in worldly matters - driven by the
aim of a strong state / national interest . complete secularisation of
politics

secularism not a rejection of religion . religion as a social force/bond
harnessed for political obligation & unity — religion becomes an organ of
state policy, not its guiding source

B separation of politics from religion’s vassalage (Dunning) - entry into

the modern age

2D religion retained as the state’s instrument, not its master -
foundation of European secularism

PSIR Optional By Amit Pratap Singh ForumlAS « PY® Vault



MODEL ANSWER

M acivovelli-s  Seenlori svn was a Awoﬂwt?amzsa break from
medieval 1vodition, amd Ut Qofaa«. e debale ow e s.wb)u.t
in Emafx.-. Unlike buin predecemonrns . he did net occept ncbar‘m\.
an #he banin 5-6 the ntate. He Aepucioted Thomos Aquinas,

who Ald Hthalt wan necds the 8w‘clav~.c.¢.. o& duvine Lows.

Mochiovetli emamcipatecl the nstate from Hre cutchen of;
J.e.liaioh omd ~ode X aw oudonomousn tnstitution . As the state
in *he ngaat ﬂo)\m of bhuman amodation , he amgued , (X munt
be Supreme  in wondly matleas. Hus adm wos procticel : to
buitd. o strong stole ot wonked only in Fhe nationol
(deaent. which Aequined the complete sceulanination of politics.
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Vel {upn seculonisme wes wol & Agection of Aeligion . Awore of
Aeligion’s force 01 a souwal bond , he wsed & to rtrevgthen
politital obligakion amd uwity. Religion thus became om oxgom
of ~tete policy Aother Hon s riding source. '% /_\c’pa.-\a.tr‘wa
prlitics from «hal Dunm‘v\a called Hhe vosedage of xeligion
Machiaveldi wshiaed ta the wodean age amd Loid Hae

éomda.:t’t‘dvvs O‘E Ewmopeom Seculomgm.
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