PYQ VAULT - Day 12 - Western Political Thought Q7/2

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - 1S marks

Critically examine Plato’s theory of Forms.

Counter-view

@) theory of Forms at centre of Plato’s philosophy - two worlds: material
copies vs eternal archetypes (justice, beauty, goodness, ideal state)

B both strength and weakness flow from one move . the split between
changing matter and unchanging Forms

separation drives knowledge: senses = opinion, reason = knowledge of
Forms . Cave + divided line = ascent from shadows to sunlight . Idea of
Good at the top . metaphysics turns political - only philosopher who
knows the Good rules - philosopher-king . Plato both idealist and realist

same separation attacked -. Aristotle: form within the object /
hylomorphism, can't explain change, physical world not illusion - Russell &
Ayer: metaphysical Forms lack empirical proof

) theory survives the attacks - raises the lasting question: do justice,
truth, goodness need stable standards beyond appearances?

2} the separation is its fault line, but also its lasting strength . the
demand for fixed standards beyond shifting appearances keeps it the live
question
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MODEL ANSWER

Plato s ‘Hu.ona ’6 Forma sita at Hhe cedtre of bun plu‘!_osapk.a,
amd both ts slremglh omd An weaKnem fotlews pro—~ a single
move ¢ dhe spUt between o dmmctjima moateual world amd am
dunal world of) Forma. The Hingr we s e impafect copien s
Hhe Aol lie in pefect, unchanging aachelypes suck as juotice,
Lmtd s §oodnem ond dhe (deal state.

This Sepanation daives hin 'Hmuu.a n‘s knowoledge. The Sennes ac'ue.
c-»da aPrniau. » ile AGason olone Acaches kmowﬂwlac. of Forema.
“The a.l.!baaa.a og Hhe Cave and she diucded Line trace Hun
ascewt . AL Hie 'ch standa Hhe (dea 06 80061.,:!'#\:. SouAce Of
all value. Heae mctophytics Furan potiticol : onky the
philosopher who kmows  the good com Aule Jually . se Ploto
makKes dum Kina. The dodrine (n botl (dealint oad aealint -
dthe Aeel (n ideol , wtile Forma exint t‘adcphdwtja-
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The Same Separotion taviter aftock . Arintotle Adects a
Lraracendert Acalim omd angues Hhat form Lives wittnia the
object itnetly , through Iylomorphicm ; he aska how detached
Forma cx_f:ﬂa.:‘m C‘\M@G— and dewiea the pkasr‘cd, wonld a (Musion-
Berlhamd Rumetl amd A.T Ay Lotu question puch onditiea
ﬁov Qa.,oK.-una empirital Praaﬁ.

Vetr e *;H\e,org Swulves , becaune £ raires o ﬂaa:t('v-ﬁ question -
wihether Juatice , truth omd 8ood,ne.m weed stable slandarda
{Dcdom:l— OPpLanamcen:
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