—— PY® VAULT - Day 14 - MARX, GRAMSCI] & ARENDT Q!/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 « 10 marks

Gramsci’s concept of Hegemony.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

# hegemony = Gramsci's answer to “why no proletarian revolution” = bourgeois
power exceeds the economic base

#2 rule rests on ideas + culture - ruling worldview made “common sense” -+ consent,
not force alone

hegemony = predominance of one class -+ coercion + consent - Roger Simon: coercive
power + persuasive influence - site = civil society (schools, churches, media) ~ civil
society a real seat of power, beyond the state (vs orthodox Marxism) -+ Bobbio:
theoretician of superstructure

hegemony neither total nor permanent - counter-hegemony built through “war of
position” in civil society - consent can be contested before power is seized

Conclusion & hegemony frees Marxism from economic determinism - power located in culture,
routes not the economy alone

#2 | while hegemony holds, revolution is impossible - ideological ground must be won
first
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Heae.mona was Antowo Gramsci’'s omswer o why the Aewoluction
Moux predicted. nevw came . The bmae.ar‘/sio,&e. aAaued,&.uﬂm wot
mﬂa ba cavd.roﬂﬂ.:‘na the wmeomn of production but {:(j cm-:twml‘na
tdeos omd cuttuae : IL projectn ) wonldview So sumemﬁuua
tat Anborndinete dames Qecept & on ' Common Semnc”

Heaew\oaa Hus meoms the predominance of one soual dans over
omother 'ﬂ\rouﬁk bo#n coucion amd Comnent. Amd:‘na 4o Ieogu
Simon, i1s nio.».t-‘vﬁ potat s o combination °E Conctve pouwer ¢
persuenive influence oun the Auled. Thin peasuanion wonka
'{‘kmu@k cioil Sou‘da = schools , chuncher and wmedice - wiich
Grawmsci , umlKe onkhodox Marxints ,treated an a neal nite o
poweA aﬂon.am‘dc. +the otate. Fon Han som , N. Gobbio called him
a Hheorctician of the .S-U?CA/\'.tYMiM
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Buk &c(jcmoma s nok pamamedt. So Qm.a an L holda, awoleition s
tmpossible ; the working clorvs rmust build o Countin - hegemony,
w{nw‘vg a ' won of position " witin ciuil s.oafe.ta bl.bmc. any direel
amoumldt on power . In Huin wa.a L\Cﬁc,w\o»a {w.e_cl Mo x.in v ‘row\.

tcomnomue  dbouminism ,Roco:tcha powr tn culbune , nol economy alone.
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