— PYQ VAULT - DAY 19 - ORGANS OF GOVERNMENT Q7/13

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 202] - IS marks

Examine the evolution of the jurisdiction of the Supreme
Court of India as a constitutional court.

11950 founding — five jurisdictions (131 original, 136 appellate/SLP, 143
advisory, 32 writ, 137 review) . constitutional guardian; Art 32 = protector
of FRs (Ambedkar, “soul”)

Rz SC born as a court of defined jurisdictions . examine the shift towards
a constitutional court that guards and shapes the Constitution

Guardian role + Art 32 / Ambedkar -. early restraint (Gopalan, Shankari
Prasad, Sajjan Singh) . Golak Nath limits amending power over FRs
Kesavananda basic structure . constituent power scrutinised - Maneka
expands Art 21 / substantive review . S.P. Gupta widens locus standi + PIL
/ access . Arts 136 + 142 / complete justice - Bommai, Minerva Mills,
Coelho - review over federalism, amendments, the Ninth Schedule

Nariman: guardians of the Constitution — guardians over it (basic-
structure expansion risks overreach)

®! From enumerated jurisdictions — a constitutional court that both
Thates protects and shapes the Constitution

R2 Evolution as a widening of jurisdiction, not a break from text . the
guardian became a shaper while staying anchored in the Constitution
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MODEL ANSWER

The Supreme Comt bzaam in 19€0 as the Comntitudkion's guandion,
verted wriks aMBEv\.o.l Jindickton undon Anticle (131, oppellote
Jumadiction inctuding special fQeowe umder, Anticle 136, adwisoy
Jurmindickion umdern Axrtidde 1U3, WAk junisdickion umden Aviicle 22,
omd reniew deid'r‘m wu~der Avkide 127.

Article 32 wade & the paoteckun, 06 Fumd amertol Ra‘afnb\;
Dr. B.R. AnmbedKasr called £ “ the ub\a Soul cﬁ the Conmntitution
ond the Hheant of it _

T ita ea,da yeos e Court wos kectual omd Acstroined
dcbcwma to Porliament (n AK Gopolon, ShomKeui Prosad amd
Sayjam S:‘u\ok. Assation Came writ Golak Nod (1967) , wivca
Licnited Poaliament’s power 1o alaw‘dae, FRs: , amd Kerowanawndo
Bharati (1973) , uhich cveated the bosic struckure doctrine
omd placed comtituert powe n‘:bsd‘ wunden judicial AMui'l'vg-
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“the aole thew depemed. MameKa Gandhi (1970) expamded #viicle
2! ond opemed Auwmtarntive Awiew . S. P Qu.‘oura, C1981) broademed
lown atasmdi awd emnabled PIL , M’dcnu'wa occen. Arvticles 136 4
M2 extemded s Aecach 4o do complede justice , while S.R
Romwal , Minaava My and IT.R. (oelho cormed Awitw (o
'6eduw.§m , amenduentns omd *he QG Schedule.

Such expamnion auites coudion- Acconding to Feli S. Naaiwmam,
e Jrardians of the Comntctuttion ey become  guondioma over
k. Yeb the tvojectory in clean: from a coml of deftned
Juiadickions , the Sc o grown (wto a conntitutional  couak
Hot botl protects omd shapes the Cowstituction
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