— PYQ VAULT

« Day 22 + INDIAN FEDERALISM Ql

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

The recent developments in Indian Politics has not
eroded the true spirit of federalism in India. Critically
examine this statement with the help of appropriate

examples.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Counter-view

Conclusion routes

®I Elazar's “self-rule + shared rule” test . developments strain but do not
erase spirit

r2 federalism as India's multi-level device for diversity . "not eroded"
claim must be tested against recent practice

self-rule/shared-rule benchmark - fiscal-political pressures: GST
compensation, NEET/farm laws, Governor delays, central agencies, scheme
conditionalities - Stalin's NEET/NEP/GST critique . Mehta "vanishing
act... grin” — reads as recentralisation

resilience holds the spirit . S.R. Bommai caps Art. 356 . GST Council
institutionalises bargaining - regional parties/coalitions sustain
negotiation . judiciary guards basic structure ~ asymmetry + State
welfare innovation . Mustafa: regional aspirations strengthen unity

®I statement holds with qualification - spirit strained, not destroyed

=2 survival rests on consultation, fiscal fairness, constitutional restraint
a negotiated, resilient federation
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MODEL ANSWER

Fedealisaa, tn Dawiel 7. Elazon's worda ,means "seﬂ.b-dw!-!c. Pb"’
Moned Aule V le MIOmonad f)ax e wumida O.QOK(jM‘df_ Haain,
Fa»d.fc.i potion (n Common decniona. In India £ ir oo o wmelti-Leved

Atvaetuace Gu. mamaging d.iuwu’:td,

Tu.tlauL o.aoimt Huin tsl, Accemt dwdopmerta have atvoined -Bcdm!..
practice but nol exoned s ApiAL. GST compemsation dinputen, the
NEET amd foum—Laws Controvarsies , Govanorn dcﬂnvtwa ament o
State Bills, cadval o.awg'us anim.a appas?kl‘on-m.!&d stotes , and
#e condibionolition ottacked to cerdvally spomsoned schemes have
deepemed fiscol ond political depemdence.

M.K. Stoline susktoined criticiom aﬁ WEET, the NEP amd GST m&eum

Hur abate av\)&ida ouea, ouwl:ouoma. Proio{: Rlhaws Melta. desecrtben

?

Tundiaw Sf..d.tna.ﬂ.f&m an “a uom‘fruna ok ... ,Qc.mu‘h-a Ohlfj Hie &u'n-’
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Howewen , SR Bommai Qimits #he misuse of Axticle 36 3 Hae GST
Council imtitutionalises Aegubor fiscal {:m\am‘m'wa  Aegional paitios
and coalition politics Keep v\rﬁat:‘a:tian clive. “The Jua..awa 3u.w.do
e bosic shrectune. Foizaw Mumt'aba orgues Haak -\,uoaumwa

Aegional  anpirationa stremgthens | Aather *han WeaKems , wnity.

“The Atotement ‘:H«\a\.c.bo.\b holldn  with q_mﬁ‘ﬁioo.tfw. “he {edeal spia't
is waden akvem . ot dmtvoaod; ith swvival aestr on cenmawltation,

ﬁa;m Gm“m omd  Comntitutional Aestrosnt,
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WHAT UPSC HAS ASKED - LAST 10 YEARS

Indian Federalism — the trend

13 questions over 2015-2025 - marks span 10 / 15 / 20

Theme PYQ years & wmarks

Distribution of powers — reassessment 2016 / 10m
Cooperative federalism 2015 / 10m
Cooperative — competitive federation 2017 / 10m
Contested areas in Centre-State relations 2015 / 15m
GST & NEET as a federal challenge 2018 / 10m
Asymmetrical federalism 2018 / 15m

Inter-State Council (working / composition & 2019 /10m - 2022 / 15m

success)

Mechanism for settling inter-state disputes 2020 / 10m

Unitary appearance & centralising tendencies 2020 / 20m -2023 / 20m
Changing basis of new-State demands 2021 / 15m

Recent developments & the true spirit of

federalism 2025 / 15m
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