— PYQ VAULT - Day 24 - Caste, Religion & Ethnicity §4/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION

Examine the role of religion in Indian electoral politics in
the contemporary times.

#! law bars religious appeals (RPA §123(3) + SC 2017) - yet religion stays a
strong emotive factor in voting
2 religion formally out of the ballot . in practice it works as “identity plus;
not alone

mobilisation via symbols / sacred sites . Savarkar's Hindutva (ethnic-
territorial Hindu identity) . BJP's rise since the 1980s tied to Hindu
nationalist mobilisation . Hansen: set against democratic transformation,
not purely religious . Advani's “pseudo-secularism” . anti-Congress line
- Ram Mandir / CAA / NRC / Babri / “Love Jihad” . vote polarisation +
minority consolidation - Brass: institutionalised riots prepared & used
electorally

religion no longer works alone . Yadav's “Identity Plus” . faith combines
with governance, employment, development . identity must pair with
delivery

#! religion is strong but not sufficient - parties must join identity with
governance and delivery
#2 shift from religion-alone to “identity plus" - contemporary parties
combine faith with development and security
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MODEL ANSWER

Thndian election Lows ﬁo,\.nntﬂa Keepa Adaa{cm ol of dhe ballot.
Section 123 (2) GB He chvt..ac-\:taifon 06 Hie Pbop-lf. Act 1951 breatn
a M.Ojar‘om oppeol -{)ar votes on o CaMu.FL' prackice.

The Suprome Couat's 2017 mb‘-«a widened Hthin to bar oppeats
on Adial‘an, conte, Creed, c.ommm'ta anrd .Gmaua.at., Bu;tad.«‘ar‘o»\
Aemaina o A‘Lrov-a emotive f’mcto)\. {n vot:‘wa , combined witt
wr,.%m, Reoduship  and .SccuAi.ta.

Tts wmoun elecdoral sarm ir roblisction :Hd\auah sa-«l:ob; and,
Saened. Aites. UD Soworkan's Huindutva gove Rundu (deskity am
ethnic - devritopial shape . The BIP-s ane Since “the (480s
osely ticel to Hindas nakrionolisl  mobilinodron.

Thoman Blowm Hansea orguen Fhalt Hdn Ane unpoldn oam‘m.!‘. a
widen dermounatic bov»ﬁoamatrbn ard ia wok pw\(_ﬂd J\eﬂ.:'at'ows.
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L.K. Advani’s ottock on ‘“ Pseudo- seewlonism”’ sharpence dhe
otk - Cmnaxm Line. Ronm Momdin, CAA, NRC , the Rabun Judgemerl
amd " Love Tihad” deboten convent Adiglows insuen (nto yole
polaisakion.

Paul R. Brass 1reats Nota an cmtitudconalined omd politically
mmawl,, prepared  amd  sunkouned, 604\. eRectoyal wne.

"fogrmdum Yodav's Tdemtity Plua ’ politicn shown how Ctoste 4§
faith Combine writh goummanee, employment omd  development.

Partios camwo A&% on )\cﬂfat‘on alone ; they runl joun :'dmt:‘;ta
(s <N ddz‘uug.
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