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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 + 10 marks

How big a role does identity play in determining political
participation in the developing countries? Discuss your
answer with suitable illustrations.

@) ©) West runs on rule of law - developing world runs on
identity - identity fills the gap

(*2) Jegal institutions weakly rooted . identity becomes the
key channel of participation - decisive role

Pye: non-Western process communal / loyalty-
based - mobilise on identity, not issues . Chatterjee: civil
society vs political society - political society (hawkers, slum
dwellers) thrives on identity — India (Kothari's caste +
Ambedkar’s Dalit mobilisation, affirmative action) . Nigeria
(Anderson’s “imagined communities” / ethnic) - Lebanon
(confessional sectarian quota)

Huntington’s double edge . empowers the marginalised vs
deepens divisions / weakens national unity

*) role large and defining, not marginal

(%] worth conditional - widens participation or hardens
cleavages
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MODEL ANSWER

Tdeati '.ta r)La.Ja oo deasive role in /ﬂna-fxv\a Pah“'b‘cnﬂ raz\tr'cipah‘nu
(n dwaﬂ.o-pfna souekien. T wenteun Syntema dhe ale of Llow
governas He ['v\.fvral' ond aui'Po\I 0'6 poﬁfi."m- TIn Hthe dﬂ-‘&oﬂ{!‘na
woAld , whae lcﬂa.l_, tnntitutionws axe we,o-ﬁla Aocted | cdm-tua Lolda
*he K%’ 4o foatfc:'f:aifbh.

Lusiam PUL shows thot Hhe wnon- woatan politicel procers in
Communal , Uonipwmatic amd Q.odo.ﬂta -bosed ond fzaph. mobiline
around shoned ideatity rother tham immues. Portha Chattejee
argues  Hain *Mou.ak hin dintinetion betweem vl Socfcta amd
political £aa‘d‘a-

Tn Trdia, conte f‘Aoui'dca. the bonin cg o5 Risadion Cﬂcaud Kothows )
Seem th B.R PrbedKau's wobilinction eﬁ Dalitns 4 dewnomda bmu

a&sb\.m-tr'ub ackion .

PSIR Opticnal by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumlAS



Th Nfsw‘a., Mraaed e.%uidta,ﬁw;e.djct Prdesson's r‘v-\a_al'v\c,d,
commudtioa 7 dajuea M wobiliration. lebamown-s Wﬁtw‘owoi

powe - Sf/\au'na allocoden e&o«tm Gaa Seckorion quota,, vaﬂ\.a\ina
:‘dwtfta based  polstics:
As  Sasmuel €. Huu:h’v\s:tov\. Mau,u Hoat r‘dw;tfta Paﬂi*f:(‘c.a. empower s

wm\araaﬂiacd axoufm bt com dce.f)m divisionas omd weokKen

nationol wia

_L'dwiii',a!s aole a 'H«w\.eﬁane Eo.,tgc, ond altb-l'w'v\g , tia  wonl ﬁu\-u'u\a

ol whethee (£ widemws Pa,\:tic.i'o@fmu on tondewn dawoﬁm.

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumlAS



