—— PY® VAULT - DAY 32 - KEY CONCEPTS IN IR Q2/9

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 + 15 marks

“The notion of balance of power is notoriously full of
confusion” In the light of this quotation, do you think
that the concept of balance of power is relevant?

how the answer moves

INTRO ROUTEs  RI realist device against domination, works in multipolarity
Wight's “confusion” conceded, but located in definition, not
use * R2 concept notoriously confused . Inis Claude “too many
meanings,” Morgenthau's four / Haas's eight . confusion
definitional, not fatal

Boby FLow  sources of confusion (power hard to measure, interpretations
differ, relations unpredictable) . yet practical worth intact:
prevents hegemony, manages security competition, explains
alliances / power transitions — Waltz's structural pull (“abhors
unbalanced power”) . US-China, NATO-Russia, Quad - concept
adapts not dies: Walt's balance of threat, Paul's soft balancing
(direct balancing of US too costly)

coUNTER-viEw liberals: entrenches rivalry . stops operating under unipolarity
- globalisation + transnational threats defy balancing

concLusion rouTes  RI confused in definition but resilient in practice « R2
survives in altered forms - relevant, not redundant
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