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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2016 - IS marks

Do you endorse that the United Nations needs major
changes in its structures and functioning? Suggest the
changes for efficient improvements.

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion rovtes

® Hammarskjéld's minimum test (save humanity from hell) . Rwanda /
Srebrenica / Darfur fall below even that - endorse major change

®2 Joel Ng: legitimacy = representation + effectiveness - UN short on both - so
structures and functioning both need change

Council's composition frozen at 1945 . no permanent seat for Africa / Latin
America - veto converts P5 rivalry into paralysis (Syria, Ukraine) . same fault
runs into functioning: no standing army, borrowed troops, slow deployment,
funding shortfalls . Barnett: reactive, not preventive - hence remedies on both
tracks - structure: expand both categories (Africa, Latin America, India), Annan's
24-member plan, restrain the veto, greater decision-making weight for the
General Assembly . functioning: peacekeeping — peacebuilding, quicker
deployment, Sachs on merging/closing overlapping programmes, Secretariat
transparency + independent oversight

Weiss: entrenched interests will not concede reform without a burden-sharing
bargain . UNS8O0 (2026): posts cut 21%, Council composition untouched
efficiency can be administered, representation must be conceded . Guterres
himself: status quo "untenable”

Rl Vajpayee: UN only as effective as members allow - reform begins at the top,
in the Council, or the body goes moribund

R2 managerial reform without Council reform leaves the veto intact
representation remains the test of a credible UN
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MODEL ANSWER

Dﬂﬂ HammM\jofd raid dhe ON “woa nol crveoted o tokKe wmankind
1o theoven , bt fo sowe L.nw\aniia 6raw bett . Ruwomda, Srebaesmica
and Dmb«)\. tormptl  om emdorsement  of wa\j’aa. homge.

JoeQ WG ongues cht‘tqu.oa rertr on xcfvm:.uct'a.k:‘oh Lg{ﬁ:debmm;
Hhe UN » Shoat an Lot The Bm.x.ﬂt Rien tn Hhe Scau.u!’a Council,
whose Composition mimaas 19us. Whawe a PS idterel ia
fM(-jaacd ;04 (i S(nju‘a. { Oknarne , the council ﬁm'bs‘

F:wci’.fow'va Goﬂiowa na Atmdiug aay, boaro wed. *hoopo , Ao
d:fafcvvnemi , chaaowic ﬁumd.ma AWB&% Miclkael DBasnetd mauu
Hokt Hhe ON qebn J\cauutfw_ﬂﬁ tntead oﬁ !m-u!d.lv\a PAM’uL

C.n.Pa-ci tﬁ'

S-tyw.:tu.m.ﬁﬂa > mﬁm‘jc. botta cod'eaou‘u ofy membership o seal Mnica,
Latin Pmenica amd vad.!&_ftaxlla Koffi Amnom’s 24- menber plom
as e bone.
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Rertrcin Hhe vedo , and 3:1«.0. Hie Gemural Ass«:nbﬂa 6r¢c~id&
deeimon- moKing wdgbt-

j%"'”}j Sachs would vv\o\a:— oA closc OUCAf_G-FF{‘vxa progacmimes ;
Hhe secactariat wneedn -tvmmfaamca 4 indeperdest ouusrab-i'.

Thowas weina coautions Hhol endremched (wdercals will wot
Concede Huin writhout a ':)aagoih v bundew - &L\M‘u@,‘n«_ uN §o
Twitiative shown Hhe Limit . Seeadaniat posts ore down 217/
in 2026 , bul Hhe (ouncil's  Composition in umtduched omd
Actonio Guterves cedln Hhe Atotun quo 't wtenable ”

Ar Atal Bilani UQjP“U"" said., “ e ON com ov\ﬂa be an effective
a0 itn wembers allow t o Le.” Rfﬁm.m vaust Leaﬁn ot e Top,
in the Couwncil, on <the %ada aou noni bumd »
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