—— PY® VAULT - DAY 35 - THE UNITED NATIONS Ql10/10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2023

Discuss the structure and functions of UN Security
Council.

Rl Charter's primary responsibility for peace and security . only organ whose
decisions bind - but structure decides when those powers can be used

R2 composition settled in 1945, veto sitting inside it  structure and functions
are not two lists but one relation

15 members: 5 permanent + nuclear-armed / 10 non-permanent, GA-elected, two-
year terms — veto blocks substantive decision = "Great Power unanimity” —
functions from persuasion to force: settle peacefully / principles of settlement /
mediation / SG investigation — ceasefire . peacekeeping troops or observers
with consent . decisions bind, enforceable by sanctions or force under collective
security (aggression against one = assault on all) — but powers move only on P5
agreement: Korea 1950 (only because USSR was boycotting), Kuwait 1991
paralysis when interests clash: Cold War, Rwanda, Bosnia, Syria, Ukraine - same
structure breeds the critique: no permanent seat for Africa or Latin America,
"secretive and undemocratic® -~ Edward Luck: credibility - membership tracking
geopolitical and demographic shifts - G4 / Ezulwini / L69

Counter-view the flaws are not a case against the Council . they mark the reforms it needs, not
its uselessness

Rl functions are wide, but work only as the structure allows — Vajpayee: the UN
is as effective as members allow

R2 composition and veto are the precondition for function . until they change,
the Council acts only where the great powers already agree
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MODEL ANSWER

“The chonter 8:‘vm e ONSC pAiMMa Au;fou/n'h’lita ﬁa& odtwational
peoce ¢ .Coc.u.aii'a, ¢ s deasions odone bind membun . Tty composition

Aetiled (~n 19vS |, decddes when Hhose PowMA cam be waed.

The touncil has 1S membans . S oae pumament & nucleon oamed :
China. , France , the Rumiar Fedeodion , He UK & the US . L0 won-
paarmanest wmewmbern  are elecked fad the Gemeal Assenbly fon buwo-
g teawa . A m.aa:.tiur. voke lpa py piamancut wmembu blecka a
substontive decision, the Chaatens rmbe of  Great Powen urominmity.

Iia Buuot'iom Axn from  puacuasion o ﬁa\m¢. Tt askn poutica 1o settle
pt.u.e.bqua, sedn oul prineiplen of settlement o mediakes 4 oy
dineet Hec Smctma - Gemanol To nnuutiaa.tc. and Acpart. Once
fghtig bgive it woaka for o cosefine and, with dhe pontien’
Comnent, sendn pm;ﬁupt‘na troopa oA obseuves to Sepotate Conbedawta,
UnliKe As.se.n-bﬂa Ao Qukions , s decisiona bind omd e erfnccable
by Sarctions on wilitory action unde collective seeunidy
aggAcmion a@uiwdi e wwenwber in 0w amauldt ow oll.
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“ene powers wmove wla when He pPS aﬁrec.. Korea n 1950 woa He

one decindve  tevemtion, possthle bcause the Souiel Union woa
f)aacottt‘ha He Council: in 1991 (& authorined Fhe 5mc¢ Hat
Ubenoteed Kuwait, Wheae PSS (wheaeatn clenh (2 atalls @ He Cofd

wan,, thew Rwanda, Boswnia , Sau‘a ard  UKaadine.

“The caitique argues thot no pumanent seat for Africa or Latin
Amenice. , and, the dhange of buiu\a * stenctive 4 umdemowmatic
ﬁcc,oad.iu.a o Edwoud LueK, cw_cli{:n‘ﬂii‘a deperda on “"‘Q‘Fﬂ”ﬁ
membuship  fo ampaﬂtc‘mﬂ. '8 damgrafkic. Aubi’a,m the GUY,
Eruluini (owsemsun ord L6A demard. “The flawna donet woKe dhe
Council welens 'H\ta ok the relosmen (F needa.

“The functionn are wide and ‘ﬂ-«ﬁ woAK. only on the atructure
alows. As A0 Uadfwde_r_ saud , “He UN can be oa c%e.r_tr'ua an (4a

wermbere allows i+ +o be.
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