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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2018 + 10 marks

“India's current foreign policy marks significant
qualitative shifts from that of previous regimes”.

Discuss.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the ans:

Intro routes

Body flow

Counter-view

Conclusion routes

rl shiftisreal . but measured in ambition, pace, risk-
appetite — not a break with core interests

R2 question tests rupture vs evolution - stake: qualitative
shift genuine, yet grounded in continuity

change of self-image: balancing power - leading power
institutional markers (Quad, JAI trilateral, Act East,
foundational agreements with US, SAGAR) - West Asia
recalibration: Desai (Palestine no longer zero-sum) . Pant
(old balancing dropped, UAE/Saudi ties) - firmer posture
(Doklam, surgical + pre-emptive strikes) - new risk-appetite
continuities persist . Gandhian idealism, Gujral Doctrine
with some neighbours, strategic autonomy, South-South
cooperation
® Raja Mohan's 'Third Republic' . new chapter after
Nehruvian and Manmohan eras

r2 shifts genuine but build on strategic autonomy +
civilisational identity - evolution, not rupture
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MODEL ANSWER

The sbu‘{ji wnden the  presesnt awuw-w_nt ia Atel, but Len i~ andbition

Poce and ).ink.—a,'ofe;tr‘fa. It A nol a break wil. Twdias Cove

twkeveatn.

IXn  shoarperal woaKer (i a d‘““"ﬁ" 05 .s:.tb-r‘maar_. te whaue India
owce  axcepted Hae rcde C% '.-»a(a»-c.i-a porn, PM Modi ton clodimed
Aot 0-5 o ,ﬂmd.t‘ha powar - Tt Shown 6. new moKens Uke #He Quod,

Yhe TATI hilateral , Adt Earl, foundotional ogreememba  with

He ul owd SAGAR.

Aacmd.fna 1o RoneK Dberal , Tvndia o Qougu_ Hrecka He Paletine
quention ia zerwo Sum femn - Haush V. Pant staten thak tn
ergagemest hon dropped. Hthe ol Sabancing approack, decpening
ties wik #he OUAE and Saudi Avekia. A fiamer postusc Like
Dok Law , Hae smafr.aﬂ. AtriKes L pre-emplive atriKea aam‘mt
PoKintom Corffama @ uncw oappetite for aaK-



The shifta are Hthercfore gemesne , but build on  cortinuition

of stvatgic autonomy & civilisationel idemtity.



