— PYQ VAULT - Day 45 - INDIA & THE GLOBAL CENTRES OF POWER, PART | Q@ 7 /10

PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2022 - 10 marks

Explain the significance of Basic Exchange and Co-
operation Agreement (BECA) for Indo-US strategic
relations.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Intro Rl Oct 2020, third 2+2 — last of the four - GSOMIA, LEMOA,
routes  COMCASA complete R2 NGA to MoD — partnership shifts from
selling platforms to sharing the data they run on

Body flow content: geomagnetic/gravity, charts, imagery, high-quality GPS
-» navigation + precision targeting — Oct 2025 ten-year
framework — co-production in surveillance, undersea domain
awareness — hinge: access # capability

Counter-  Sinha: no obligation to supply, nothing on Pakistan, China
vieW  depends on the administration — March 2026 imagery halt -
India announces its own Defence Geospatial Agency

Conclusion Rl capability + interoperability without a duty to defend -
routes  entente, not alliance R2 Pant: 2026 US defence strategy does
not name India - better eyes, borrowed, not India’s own
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MODEL ANSWER

Sr‘(j-\ed. all -Hae Huind 242 d.{aloaw: (n Octobaw 2020 , BECA

Oow-Pfe.:l'cd +He 60-.-\4 6amdai‘r‘ouo.ﬂ. ﬂﬁ&&&w\ﬁm,%ktk GsoMTIA
C2002), LEMoA (2016) & comcasA (20().

It tiea Amertcars Notionmal Gmn,mtme,- Iu\:tdbacucc. agency
to Tndia's M.l'n-iatra G{ Defpemce L vovea Hhe Fmihu.clrup
‘6mm .sg.u.t'va f:{adboxm +o .Sff\ﬂuu'va He dota :tt«a need-

Itn covtemL in (jeomaﬂnd:fc 4 am% doted, mopa , nawtical
and aeronauticol choats :‘maawa L '-u‘al-ﬂqu,a.ﬂi% Ges 'Lm,
hcw:'aqﬁou & precinion ;t,wrao.tuﬁ . The 10-(5m olc{)mce.

6m-¢w0ri<, 5'6 October 2025 extendn dhin (~lo co-production

in  Surveiance ond wndeseca domodn awouenens.

Mamoj Sinha aﬁaua Hat OS wneed wnot Su-ﬂpla (i cway oo,
» umLina b hetp on Pakintaon , and e be Qern ol‘pb'ar‘v-@
O Cline wnder oucthe. adai~intyodion.
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Th Mowchh 2026 o 0L :‘w\aa&a HAM thalted Weslt Asion sales
60.;\_ o Bc.rr'.thfaln:t India thes since Mhbthcd cEns  orow De.bsmcc.
deo QPG-tt'a.L ﬁamca 3

BECA  Acines Capobility § (ter ofwro-br'ﬂ.itd without obliging
US o dcﬁohd Todia , am emtedte rother How ocu alliance.
Haash U- Pands yiewa Hhe 20268 0vS dcﬁcw;e. A:Lm:teaa,mucu
doen nekt mention India, oy a wmv\-iwa aﬂm‘mt ag;c.\.m*na Hat

Cormrnilment,

‘T‘F\wcbo/tc,, BGECA Qendn India betla eyen ond (t doea not wmake

Hiewe Iindiars oeuon.
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