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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2024 - 10 marks

Discuss the rationale behind replacing the “Asia-
Pacific” strategy with the new term “Indo-Pacific”
strategy.

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

Intro Rl Asia-Pacific: 1960s origin, APEC 1980s — rim-centred map,
routes  India outside, Indian Ocean read apart — renaming = deciding who
counts R2 aregion is a strategic choice, not a coastline — the old
map left out India and the Indian Ocean — the new name written
to bring India in

Body flow Hormuz + Malacca, half of maritime oil trade — India’s weight
cannot sit off the map — Khurana 2007, alternative that takes India
in — Abe’s confluence, Australian + American support — both
oceans one theatre —+ Quad’s premise — India past South Asia

Counter-  resistance mirrors adoption — Beijing prefers Asia-Pacific, keeps
V€W China central - Moscow: artificial - Chacko: trade density stayed
Asia-Pacific, region built from anxiety over China, India as balancer

Conclusion Rl strategic, not cartographic — 2025 NSS hemisphere first, 2026
routes  NDS deterrence second-order — the name holds only while the
strategy is funded R2 renaming decided who counts — India
gained standing, China lost centrality — a map survives on its
sponsors’ investment, not on its logic
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MODEL ANSWER

Asia - Pactfec  tooK shope in the (9605 and wos dmtitudion-
alined 1;0 APEC in Hhre 19805 . “That wmap arramged Asio
around Hhe Pw‘&-‘c, Ains , Kepl  Tndia oudacde , amd Aced He
Tinduasm Oceon gf_r;mmtg%.

Hoarwuz ord Malacecao c,ouuﬁ mone  Hhom ka.ﬂ.b u'tw\a\fu'\?tl‘wf_
ail #*voade, arnd Tndia could noll ,a:tma offy the G i Guapreet
Khuwamna proposcd Tindo- Pw‘ﬁ:‘c, in 2007 aa O aftawative
Mot would LaKe Indua th. Shinzo Abe's confluence o the
£two sean , with Austrolian ¢ oS Su.ﬂ)omt , taaned (t wdo
Pah‘cd. RoHr o©cearn on one HMeodve n the Queadss premine,
ord it Lgts Tedia past  South  Asia.

Gu:j:'na “Ju{)u\s Acia - f’qa'ﬁir_. . wohich  Keeps Clhina ot dhe cerdne

ard Moscow alls the Tido - Pacific antiffcal .
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‘Tﬁ-u.qﬁu&. . mmma dearded whe ounts omd Fe name wrill
hold “""U while  the atvotegy bebind (L is ‘ﬁamdt.-da
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