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PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTION UPSC 2023 - IS marks

Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) performs an
important role in India’s strategic balancing act to
withstand the dominance of China in Asia. Discuss.

® four Indo-Pacific democracies in dialogue - India’s balancing
instrument, but indirect, no alliance &2 2004 tsunami origins —

dormant - revived 2021 as China encircles - Quad as India’s
answer

tsunami ‘core group’ / Shyam Saran — 2021 leaders’ revival /
South China Sea militarisation + BRI encirclement - Pant:
counterbalance, rise above middle-power, ‘like-minded’ defence
+ info links, Vaccine Maitri + supply chains - maritime edge
(domain awareness, coast guard) - Tarapore: “zone balancing” —
shape the region, build partners’ resilience, not a direct race -
limited hard balancing after Galwan

Beijing = AUKUS clique / Lavrov “Asian NATO" vs no treaty
obligation — suits strategic autonomy + Japan's pacifist
constitution

® balance without entanglement - value lies in coalition, not
routes

alliance 2 withstand Chinese dominance while keeping the
freedom to choose
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MODEL ANSWER

The Quad .‘:u‘w'j/s Bc.m_ Tndo - Pn.c,i&r'c. demotnacien , Auntralia, Japom,
Ihndia 4 the VS (to o Scbwu'ta d.fo..ﬂ.oaue.- Fon Tndua t (A o
bolomcing inslasment againsl China . bt one Hhat worka indirectly.
withoud Hhe bunders o o oalliawce.

Sfanaw» Sou om argues Mot ¢ Tndias 601.2 mfobfb‘ztr‘m came aa
A Sunpaine do Hthe cwoned ” Tt zazj dmma«.{,xwr‘u‘«a at Qeades”
leweld only (n 2011 China's miliforinckion  of the Soudh clhina
Sea. 4 +the RRI's fm\t sw'b‘.t,('u produced a Sempc 0‘5
trneirchlement in New Dethi.

Hoasl U. Pand m(jum Hot Thdia Coumterbelownces Clinars
presemce, Mpen  obove wudd e - power statua & twmna * UKe-
minded ” ties into deferce  anmd Cnformation - chaning Linka TThe
Vaccine Maitar 4: Quﬂ:lg Unodin d.iuar.i&«'oc.tt‘ou add ecoromic
uq‘akx. Iis Pr&d(‘w.l utac, ir wmantime whue dowcdn cwne-
Wean omd umt—anmd cind L actcues Au..P vc.ac‘omo-l‘_ statlen

Seeune Hhdr watua.
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AAzZarn TMufvaAe, vtewn ILndia’s ‘:»o.c.:t- 2010 ewbroce 06 e Quad
as ' zowe bo.la.v\civ\a” gha.ftka He reafcm 476 wmpf_:ti:tfou and.
éc.dld.ivg portrens’ rentilemce rctha o o direcd race wita
G&;‘j(‘r\a-

@""‘J“’ﬁ tquotern the Quad with AUKLS, and magﬁ Lowaou
calls ¢t o “ Asiaw NATO . BE it caaner wo tready
obb‘a otion whidh swits Thdia's  stvategic m;.;!:o.-\oma anmd
'Safaws pocifisat  commLitution aliKe.

The Guoad ar‘um India bolawce wsithout mtcwafcnc».t, Its value
Lien cn aiaﬁr‘wa a coalitiow , mot o alliawce . T4 in o oy 1o
withatand C(hineae dominonce while Keeping S ‘Eratdam
4o choote.
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