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YEAR QUESTION

Given the recent developments in the region, do you
think that there is a need to change India’s ‘No First
Use (NFU) nuclear policy?

FLOW SNAPSHOT — how the answer moves

®l locate NFU (1998 -» 2003 doctrine, CBW caveat) -» credible
minimum deterrence - is it now a liability? &2 region shifted
(Pak tactical, China rise) - pressures real -» stake the spine:
capability, not first-use posture

case for revision: China ~500 warheads erode Himalayan buffer +
Pak sub-conventional / Nasr - Karnad “unenforceable,’
peacetime-only — Chari frees Pak’s tactical use - Clary & Narang
counterforce logic + exceptions to NFU - capabilities present
(missiles, surveillance, BMD) but disarming strike “exceptionally
difficult” - intent outpaces capability

retention holds: Sethi “liberating” (no first-use infra, no hair-

trigger) - Subrahmanyam perception of survivable retaliation,
not pre-emption - Basrur deployment differs little beyond
declaratory policy

(IR RS R Sindoor 2025 = punish terror without nuclear signalling -
read as gradual recalibration + doctrinal ambiguity, not reversal
Rz NFU suits conventionally dominant power, no existential
threat - retain + strengthen triad / early warning / second-
strike credibility
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MODEL ANSWER

Indio's No Fiaal Uce lo:ze.dau, articuleted ca (998 & bOvmﬂahr-J-
tn the 2003 dodrine . IX Fro-mt‘nu Actoli oo ’Ov\% wre wridl
a Sf»ﬁﬁc wowesl Jon chemical & 5=‘oﬂoafca.£ attoekn £ resle on

crecuble  dnarmuuna dedeareace.

Whethw PoKintow's Ractical weopons &  China's Mpe now maKe
1 a Qia.bt‘ﬁta in the acal quistion. Chinas  imodenninction 4
(=73 Acmah% S00 wambhecadsr tave eroded Hhe H.tw-aﬂoajm Su.u)m,
whille PaKintarn blunts Tidia's convemtional ul(jc, ‘ﬂwouak Sub-
convemtional wan 4 Tactical de-t&M Like Hhe Nasa.

Bharal Karnad Colls NFU “wmemfarceshle” fe- a peacedime
declowvation , not a wartime wuslraint . FP-R. Chaai adda it
er.m PaKintesn to wse Lockital weofonn withodd ()mu-a O,
Irdian m“:hd:z..

CAM.S;LBP‘\& C.ﬂd/\a & U:‘Fﬁn NO..AM@ show Tudiaw %-Cf&ﬂﬁ
l‘v\cvzaAivﬁﬂa a.dyonnc.{‘vg couuiu_bcvcc. .Qoar‘c. 4 fA.Ur‘-\a out cxccfx‘.faws
4o NFU ., baecked !:6 acceurate wicsilen., Sunverlowce edc.
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Mowphreet Setli callsn NFO ¢ ﬁibu.o:ﬁvg U, t awords om expum sive
Gimt - woe  infrastructune £ haun - Ln‘aau. aats.

K. Su&z\okmahdam 8:’0%:14 dderrence in dhe perception of
Suawivable adaliation, not pre- emption. Rajuh Basrur argen
dtat dcplaamod.' patlaans differ Litlle Staahd. dccﬁa-&oimﬁ

Poﬁ%-

OFcraiva\ Sindoon  (2025) showed Twhdia Can panish Leron
writhout  yuwcleon s;fanawn@ It ia viewed La .a-ba;tear‘r_. scholonn
an Jradual Aeealib ration & doctrinal ambi&w’ta ,nal Acveasad .
NFO still cwls « cauvou;tfov\aﬂa dominanl powtr gmi-a no
exintential Haneak.

Indioe Showld Actain (1 wivle A:tw.n-\aﬂ«_u‘v\a tta Lriad , u:u)la
‘*—'Mv\isﬁ 4: Second - nldriKe Crcdﬂ;ib'td‘
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