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How the US-Saudi Nuclear Deal Could Ignite a Middle East Arms Race

Context

The United States-Saudi Arabia civil
nuclear agreement could let the Kingdom
enrich uranium up to 20 per cent on its
own soil, and this may start a nuclear
arms race in the Middle East.

Facts

123 agreement : under Section 123 of the
United States Atomic Energy Act of 1954; the
pact could allow the transfer of civilian
nuclear material, technology and equipment.

Term and review : A 30-year
agreement that enters into
force unless Congress votes to
object within 90 session days.

Other pacts : Saudi Arabia has a bilateral Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement with
Pakistan, and a trilateral Makkah Joint Defence Agreement with Pakistan and Turkey.
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Analytical Crux

Washington has placed commercial and strategic gain above its own non-proliferation
rule. It held the UAE to a no-enrichment standard and Iran to stop enriching, but
offers Saudi Arabia a path to enrichment. It is because American companies can get
the Saudi nuclear market and the Kingdom stays away from China and Russia. Riyadh
wants the capability because if Iran gets a bomb, Saudi Arabia will want one too, and
the war has shown the Kingdom that American protection has limits. However, if Saudi
Arabia secures enrichment rights, Turkey, Egypt and the UAE may seek the same.
Saudi Arabia has still not accepted the IAEA’s Additional Protocol. Pakistan’s defence
pacts with Saudi Arabia and Turkey carry the proliferation risk from the Gulf into
South Asia. Therefore, the most consequential spillover from the agreement will be how
it shapes Washington’s approach to the nuclear ambitions of other regional powers.

Verbatim Quotes

“An uncontrolled nuclear expansion in the region could open a
Pandora’s box, sharply compounding proliferation concerns.”

— Vivek Mishra and Surya Prakash Noutiyal
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India-China Eight-Point Agreement: A Tactical Thaw, but Trust Remains Elusive

Context

At the 25th round of Special Representatives
talks, India and China agreed on eight points
to keep their border calm, but there is China’s
record of not keeping its commitments.

Facts

Military channels : Two new Army-PLA
hotlines and new meeting places for senior
commanders, in the Eastern (Arunachal
Pradesh) and Middle (Uttarakhand-
Himachal Pradesh) sectors.

Non-military steps : The
consensus covers reopening border
trading points, more batches for
the Kailash-Manasarovar Yatra,
and an expert meeting on
hydrological data in September.

BRICS Summit : Modi and Xi stressed border peace; Modi named mutual respect,
mutual sensitivity and mutual interest.
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Analytical Crux

The eight points give India and China tools to manage the LAC, while the territorial
dispute itself stays where it was. Hotlines, new meeting points and faster expert talks
reduce the chance of an accidental clash on the ground. The “Early and Substantial
Harvest” departs from the 2005 idea of one package deal, and critics warn that
settling isolated sectors such as Sikkim could give China a tactical advantage near the
Siliguri Corridor without equal gains for India in the Western sector. There is a
pattern of asymmetric compliance. Beijing delivers low-cost goodwill such as border
trade and pilgrimages, and keeps up grey-zone pressure through border villages,
grazing, renamed places and altered maps. Therefore, India will analyse whether China
stops its infrastructure build-up and respects the patrolling rights of Indian troops.

Verbatim Quotes

“Real test of China’s sincerity about these eight points is whether it
ceases infrastructure build-ups and respects the historical patrolling
rights of Indian troops along the LAC.”

— Col Anil Bhat (Retd.)
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Deep-sea discovery, environmental responsibility

Context

India holds deep-sea exploration
contracts and is building the machines to
mine the ocean floor, but India should
first ask whether it needs to mine at all.

Facts

Three International Seabed Authority
exploration contracts : covering about
95,000 sq km of international seabed area in
the Central Indian Ocean Basin, Central
Indian Ridge and the Carlsberg Ridge.

Exploration identified : an
estimated 366 million tonnes
of polymetallic nodules
containing nickel, copper,
cobalt and manganese.

Deep Ocean Mission : India is developing deep-sea mining technology, underwater
robotics and the MATSYA-6000 human submersible.
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Analytical Crux

Strategic importance cannot automatically become ecological permission. Necessity
must be demonstrated and not presumed. India holds exploration contracts today
and it can fix a high ecological threshold before any decision to exploit. India must
prove that it needs deep-sea minerals at the proposed scale, and weigh that need
against recycling, substitution and lower demand. Mining physically disturbs the
seabed and adaptive management alone cannot guarantee protection. If India
treats the deep ocean as an ecological asset, it can lead in deep-sea ecological
governance in the spirit of Mission LiFE, where nature is the capital on which
development depends. Therefore, there should be a higher level of scientific and
civilisational maturity to preserve nature while meeting human needs.

Verbatim Quotes

“Science should not merely open new frontiers for exploitation; it
should also reveal which frontiers are best left untouched.”

— P. Ragavan
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UPSC LINK

• PSIR 2026, Paper II: Accelerating of Chinese influence across South
Asia is fundamentally reshaping the region’s geopolitical landscape.
This is a big foreign policy challenge for India. Analyse.

• GS 2026, Paper III: Discuss the aim and goals of Kunming-Montreal
global biodiversity framework. Mention India’s commitments and
initiatives to achieve the goals and targets of this framework giving
suitable examples.

• PSIR 2026, Paper II: India has recognised that West Asia is not a
single contest, but a tangle of rivalries, bargains and anxieties.
Comment.

• GS 2025, Paper II: “Energy security constitutes the dominant kingpin
of India’s foreign policy, and is linked with India’s overarching
influence in Middle Eastern countries.” How would you integrate
energy security with India’s foreign policy trajectories in the coming
years?

• GS 2025, Paper III: Mineral resources are fundamental to the
country’s economy and these are exploited by mining. Why is mining
considered an environmental hazard ? Explain the remedial measures
required to reduce the environmental hazard due to mining.

• PSIR 2024, Paper II: The changing global order and ongoing regional
conflicts, with the global powers taking sides, have jeopardised the
progress made towards disarmament in the past. Comment.
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