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Daily Brief - Source Plan (Monday to Saturday)

[ Common Daily }
The Hindu - The Indian Express . Deccan Herald - The Statesman

read every ng, alongside fhe dOy'S sources b@IOW

[ Day-wise Sources ]

ORF (Observer Research Foundaﬁon) . Foreign Affairs = The Dip’omaf
TUESday MP-IDSA - EPW (Economic & Political Week/y} . Gafeway House
\WECRIESCEVAN  Firstpost - South Asia Monitor - ICWA (Indian Council of World Affairs)

Thursday ORF - Frontline - Bar & Bench - World Focus

Friday MP-IDSA - Carnegie Endowment - VIF (Viekananda International Foundation)

Saturday Firstpost - Project Syndicate - The Economist

As per relevance, articles from other relevant sources such as NatStrat, ThePrint and

The Te/egraph (India) will also be included.
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Drawing the Line: India and Myanmar’s Unfinished Border
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Drawing the Line: India and Myanmar's Unfinished Border

AUTHOR : SREEPARNA BANERJEE

Expert Speak India Matters

Published on Sep 23, 2026 I G Add as preferred on Google | O = fxeDdO

From fencing to a reported land swap, India's push to demarcate its Myanmar border must
strike a balance between security imperatives and the interests of communities that have
lived across it for generations

Sreeparna Banerjee

Sreeparna Banerjee is an Associate
Fellow in the Strategic Studies
Programme. Her work focuses on the
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India’s push to fence and demarcate
its |.64%3-km /V\yanmar border has
revived the question of how a
hardening frontier can serve the
communities who have lived across it

for generations.

] India-Myanmar border runs 1,643 km : | 472
km is demarcated under 1967 Boundary /\greemem‘,

Ieaving I7] km unresolved.

m The FMR (lq68, formalised 2018) : allowed

|6-km visa-free movement but replaced in
December 2021 by |0-km biometric border-pass

sysfem.

O Mam’pur's 398-km stretch : has 55 km fenced
and fargefed for full compleﬁon by 2028.

m 26 May 2026 document : proposes swapping
about |k sq miles (3.5 sq km) in the Molcham
sector for +errh‘ory in /V\yanmar's Kabaw Va”eg.
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[ Analytical Crux ]

The shift towards a more regulafed movement regime marks a signiﬂ'canf cleparfure in India’s
hanc”ing of a hisforica”y porous frontier, and makes physical demarcation considerably more
consecluenfial. Undemarcated stretches matter more because clear ah’gnmemL is what new fencing
and surveillance system needs to run on. The Molcham proposal shows whg demarcation can't
stay a technical fix i.e. any transfer of Indian territory has to clear Article 368 under the
Berubari precedem‘. The swap is a constitutional and diplomaﬁc question as much as a
carfographic. Tighfer securh‘y cuts againswL Naga, Kuki and Mizo communities’ generaHons-old
ties of kinship, trade and livelihood across a line the colonial border was never able to erase.
Demarcation is therefore not simpltj a carfographic exercise; it is increasingly central to the

effective planning and implemem‘aﬁon of a comprehensive border-managemem‘ sgsfem.

[ Verbatim Quotes ]

“The border, then, has never been merely a line separating two sovereign states; for many

communities, it has also been a shared space of livelihood, education, healthcare, kinship,

and marriage.

~ Sreeparna Banerjee, ORF
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Two-Front Reality
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Two-Front Reality Beijing and Islamabad have activated

India’s strategic predicament in the Himalayas is increasingly shaped by the deepening partnership between China and

e a joint boundary commission over
AU ferritory India claims, and it thfens
the link between India’s China and
Pakistan problem rather than keeping

them separafe.

=

m China and Pakistan : operaﬁonalisedjoinf m The 1963 Sino-Pakistan boundary
boundary commission covering Shaksgam Va”ey agreemem‘ : Pakistan ceded the Shaksgam Va”ey
which India claims. to China.

m India : Shaksgam Va”eg belongs to former princely state of Jammu and Kashmir and Pakistan had no
aufhorh‘g to cede it.
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[ Analytical Crux ]

India must contend not merely with compeﬁng maps, but with the possibi’ihj that facts on the
ground will become increasingly difficult to reverse. Refusing to accept the 1963 cession does not
sfop Beijing and Islamabad from building ajoinf commission, roads and regularised administration
on the ground. The commission should not be treated as harmless paperwork. Itisa proof of an
imminent coordinated attack. Its real claim is narrower and harder to dismiss. India’'s China and
Pakistan cha”enges are sfrucfura”g linked. The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) links
western China to Pakistan's Arabian Sea coast, adding an infrastructure dimension to the
relaﬁonship. New Delhi's response has to be sustained border infrastructure, milifary
preparedness and a consisfenﬂy documented territorial posiﬁon. Therefore, New Delhi must

prepare for this enduring complexh‘g without confusing vigilance with the inevifabilifg of conflict.

[ Verbatim Quotes ]

“"An agreemem‘ between two countries cannot exﬁnguish a third coum‘ry 's territorial claim.

Yet sustained cooperaﬁon, infrastructure developmem‘ and regularised border managememL

can entrench dispufed arrangemem‘s in pracﬁce."

— The Statesman
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Chief Election Commissioner is not the Election Commission of India

Chief Election Commissioner is not
the Election Commission of India

SY QURAISHI

OR MORE than a year, | have
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Facts

Two of three Election Commissioners
saying fhey were kepf out of major
decisions during the electoral-roll
revision and the question is whether
the Election Commission functioned as

a Commission at all.

m [ N Seshan vs Union of India (W‘IS) : Article

32k vests election powers in the Commission, not

an individual.

m On Form 6 : form could not be altered bg an SIR direction without amending the Rules, but the altered

form still appeared on ECI's Net, which is "unaufhorised/i”egal".
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[ Analytical Crux ]

Section |18 makes unanimifg the norm and majorh‘g rule the fallback, so if two of three
Commissioners are on record saying that decisions on deletions, Form 6 and Iiﬁgaﬁon bypassed
them. This differs from ordinary institutional disagreemem‘. The two of election commissioners
say fney were bypassed, and a bypassed mq]orh‘y is not a dissenﬁng minorh‘y. Quraishi proposes
the procedural remedies i.e. disclosure of which decisions were unanimous, which were majorh‘g-
based and which had no proper aufnorh‘g at all, plus an independenf audit of the ECI's cligifa/
architecture. Therefore, the cluesﬁon extends pasf the Commission's independence from executive,

to whether it is funcﬁoning as a three-member Commission in first place.

[ Verbatim Quotes ]

"A letterhead cannot supply aufhorify that the statute withholds. A mcy'orify cannot be a

dissenh’ng minorn‘g. :

— S Y Quraishi

PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS



On the Trail of Another Democracy
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There is rising income and wealth
On the trail of another democracy

ineclualh‘y under India’s mainstream

India’s crisis of inequality cannot be separated from its crisis of democracy. Its tribal communities have preserved

forms of self-rule that could help point the country towards a more democratic and decentralised political future. democra-h'c mOde’, Se H:_ rUIe .’-rad,'.h'ons
practised in India’s tribal and
() COMMENTS (0)  Tf} GIFT THIS ARTICLE G Addto Preferred Sources | /<> SHARE  [§ READ LATER SCheJUIed Areas iS a Working

alternative rather than relic.

=

m The top 10% took 58% of national income in

2025 : aqgainst 33.5% in 1990s. The bottom half's
share fell to 15% from 21%, desph‘e a 58-fold rise

in nominal GDP since 1990.

m Fifth Schedule areas under PESA : span 10
states, covering 11.3% of India’s area and 5.6% of
its populaﬁon.

2 The Forest R'ghfs Act 2006 : handed 40 m Sixth Schedule areas and Naga’and's specia’
i . :

rovisions : give communities more control over
million hectares of communh‘y forest, over half of P J

land and natural resources than rest of the coum‘r‘y

India’s forests, to Gram Sabha governance.
has.
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[ Analytical Crux ]

There is a relation between India's widening income and wealth gap, and its unfinished
decentralisation. Roughly 13.5% of India's land, spread across PESA, Sixth Schedule and Forest
Righfs Act and is based on communitarian, ossembly-bosed self-rule instead of market-and-elite-
copfure model behind the inequolifg numbers. Ladakh, sections of the Noga and Kuki-Zo in
/V\onipur and Bastar are demoncling Sixth Schedule-sfyle autonomy ri_th. A 2010 /V\inisfry of
Ponchoyaﬁ Ro] proposal to fuse PESA with Sixth Schedule principles nationwide was shelved and
never picked up again. Classical historical materialism proposed the communitarian mode as a way
out because Self-rule still matters in India's tribal homelands. Therefore, India’s crisis of

inequalh‘y cannot be separofed from its crisis of democrocy.

[ Verbatim Quotes ]

“The path to dismantle this failed democracy lies in deepening and expanding democracy,

and in esfoblishing popular governance that empowers local people Hvrough self-rule.”

- C.R. Bijoy
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When ‘Record Not Found’ Under RTI Becomes a Criminal Question

BariBench
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EZNotary pigitally Notarise & [ i
B India’s Most Trusted eSign Documents =

@ Disital Notary ©WWW.EZNOTARY.IN When a public official's false “record

i . not found” reply to RTI request stops
When ‘record not found’ under RTI
becomes a criminal question

An RTI regime cannot function effectively if an official can knowingly defeat a becomes a Cr,.m ,'nal O.F.Fence under .’.he

statutory right simply by stating that an existing record cannot he fornd.

being an administrative failure and

Bharaﬁya Nyaga Sanbhita.

=

m Section 20 of the RTI Act : disﬁnguishes

ordinary failure from knowing, false or misleading

m Section 7 of the RTI Act : requires Public
Information Officer to act within the prescribed
period; a "record not found” reply the PIO knows

information.
to be false can cross into mala fide denial. rormarion

m Section 198, BNS 2023 : needs four elements fogefher i.e. pubh’c-servamL status, a Iegal direction

governing conduct, knowing disobedience, and intent or knowledge and does not criminalise every wrong or

delayed RTI reply.
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[ Analytical Crux ]

There are three situations that RTI commentary blurs fogefher i.e. record unavailable desph‘e
reasonable search, negligemL record-keeping, and a PIO who knows record exists and denies it
anyway. Only the third can approach Section 198 of the BNS, and only if the prosecuﬁon proves
intent or knowledge of injury, which he treats as the real evidenﬁar‘y bar. A bare assertion that
the applicam‘ was harassed or frustrated should not substitute for the statutory requirement
under Section 198. A record turning up later proves nofhing about what the PIO knew at the
time. The case has to rest on prior correspondence, file movements or internal records showing
the officer already knew. The criminal law should not substitute for RTI Act's own Section 20
penalfy and appeal process. The proposiﬁon, therefore, should not be stated as ‘a false RT1I reply

is a crime. T[hat would be Iega”y excessive.

[ Verbatim Quotes ]

"An RTI regime cannot function effecﬁvely if an official can knowinghj defeat a sfafufory

righf simply by sfaﬁng that an exisﬁng record cannot be found.”

— Siddhartha Shankar Mishra, Bar & Bench
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UPSC LINK

* GS Paper II, 2026: “Is the right to vote a fundamental right? Discuss the position of the Election
Commission of India while undertaking the revision of electoral rolls. Can it also examine the question of
citizenship of voters?”

* GS Paper III, 2026: “Ladakh is strategically located between China and Pakistan. As a measure to win
hearts and minds of locals, discuss the Border Area Development Programmes (BADP) by the Central
Government and civic actions by the Army. Also discuss demand of promulgation of provision of the Sixth
Schedule of constitution for Ladakh.”

* GS Paper III, 2025: “What are the major challenges to internal security and peace process in the North-
Eastern States? Map the various peace accords and agreements initiated by the government in the past
decade.”

« PSIR Paper 11, 2024: “Discuss the implications of the scrapping of the Free Movement Regime with
Myanmar by the Indian Government on the complex ethno-political dynamics of the north-eastern region.”

* GS Paper 11, 2024: “Examine the need for electoral reforms as suggested by various committees with
particular reference to the ‘one nation-one election’ principle.”

* GS Paper 11, 2024: “E-governance is not just about the routine application of digital technology in service
delivery process. It is as much about multifarious interactions for ensuring transparency and accountability. In
this context evaluate the role of the ‘Interactive Service Model’ of e-governance.”
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