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Context

Facts

Rebalancing the global order- India’s BRICS strategy

India hosts the 18th

BRICS Summit in New Delhi

and central argument is

whether New Delhi can keep
BRICS reformist without

letting it turn anti-Western.

* Four practical outcomes ar proposed : expanded local-

currency tradeI payment mechanisms ; larger NDB role

though increased local currency lending ; DPI covering
Al governance ; and coordination on critical minerals

and manufacturing.

* The agenda framed : as humanity first & people centric,
make BRICS an instrument of practical economic

cooperation rather than an arena for geopolitical
polarisation .
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

India's BRICS problem is not weakness but incoherence.

The grouping is now large enough to claim it speaks for
the Global South . India's presidency focuses on agenda
with things members can build together : local currency
payments , NDB lending , supply chains in critical mineral
and food. New Delhi's line separates it from Moscow &

Tehran
,
because it wants the order rebalanced from inside

rather than replaced from outside
.
China sits inside the

same problem ,
since India must cooperate on institutional

reform with the state it competes against elsewhere,
so the method is compartmentalisation rather than

resolution. The may 2026 ministerial closed with a

chair's statement instead of a communique , which is
what the divergence costs India when it surfaces.

"Greater representational diversity does not automatically
produce greater strategic cohesion .

"
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Context
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India is playing the long game in Central Asia

The PMIs Uzbekistan

visit produced a small

commercial relationship and

a large strategic bet. India
should build forCentral

Asia of future rather than

let the Central Asia of today
set the limite of its policy.

* India & Uzbekistan elevated a Current annual Bilateral

relationship to Comprehensive trade-$1 .3 billion &

Strategic Partnership. target of $5 billion by 2030.

* Uzbekistan borders every Central Asian republic and

Afghanistan , and it is at the demographic & geographic
centre of the region.
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Analytical Crux
Central Asia policy should be judged on a longer clock

than trade figures .
Uzbekistan earns Indian attention

not for the $1 . 3 billion of current trade but for where

it site
, bordering everyCentral Asian republic and

Afghanistan , and for the working relationship with Kabul

that Tashkent has and Delhi lacks . Because Pakistan

blocks the land route and Chabahar waits on the Fran

war
,
India's usable instruments are pharmaceuticals,

software , UPI , medical education and manium bought
under safeguards. The manium agreement carries a

domestic argument as well , since Meghalaya's assembly

resisting mining at home. Tashkent is counting Pakistan

as well . There is need for India to occupy the space

China and Russia leave open rather than to match

Chinese spending.
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Context

Facts

South’s muted voice as political power shifts North

Southern India has

never felt as unheard in

national politics as it does

now , and the cause is no

longer demography but

readiness of southern CMs

to trade their political

voice for central funds.

a Nearly& decades of independence , only one PM from the
south has completed a full term ; other southern PMs

have been placeholders.

* EMS , Brahmananda Reddy and Sukhadia moved NDC to

endonse the Gadgil Formula in 1968-69.
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Analytical Crux

The South's weakness in national politics is partly self-

inflicted . Demography and the pull of a national language
explain the older half of it , and since in a decades only
one southern PM has completed a full term and both

national parties have been led from the north .
What has

changed is that the 5 southern CMs no longer close

lanks
,

and the 31st Southern Zonal Council showed it,

with Shivakumar pressing the 1971 Census basis and the

543 seat ceiling while Kerala was tepid , Tamil Nade

has softened and Telangana did not turn up . States that

must ask Delhi over representation. The EMS and NTR

used NDC and federalism argument to force a national

hearing and got the Sarkaria Commission out of it , against
a present in which the NDC has not met once and a

state appointed committee on Centre-state relations

passed without notice.
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• GS Paper II, 2026: How far has the Indian federal framework been 
successful in accommodating regional and cultural diversities? Highlight the 
role of asymmetric federalism and suggest measures to make dispute 
resolution mechanisms more effective.

• GS Paper II, 2026: "BRICS acts as a powerful counterweight in global 
governance, actively amplifying the voice and influence of the Global South." 
Explain the role of BRICS in projecting itself as an alternative to other 
groupings.

• PSIR Paper I, 2025: The decision to conduct Population Census-2027 has 
reopened the debate on delimitation in India. Discuss its various aspects.

• PSIR Paper II, 2025: India maintains strong ties with countries that will 
assure a free and open Indo-Pacific and guarantee greater connectivity with 
rest of the world. Analyze.

• PSIR Paper II, 2025: Global South-sensitive model of globalization would 
prevent the danger emanating from overcentralized globalization. Discuss.

• GS Paper II, 2024: Critically analyse India's evolving diplomatic, economic 
and strategic relations with the Central Asian Republics (CARs) highlighting 
their increasing significance in regional and global geopolitics.








