
13803 september 2026

India’s Tango with China, 
with abundant caution : 

VIF

The end of  American 
sanctuary: Foreign 

Affairs

Re- engineering India’s 
grassroots 

administration : SAM



PSIR Optional by Amit Pratap Singh | ForumIAS

Context

Facts

India’s Tango with China, with abundant caution

The 25th round of

Special Representatives talks
in August 2026 produced an

& point outcome document on

India-China Boundary , and

why India's long standing
position has shifted.

* Xi Jinping used the phrase "dragon-elephant tango"
in April 2025 , marking 75 years of India-China

diplomatic ties .

* India's move from a package deal to an early harvest

change in India's negotiating position . It added two

new military meeting points in the Central & Eastern
Sectors

,
two additional border hotlines

, reopening of
three border trading points and renewed engagement
on trans-border rivers.
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Analytical Crux
For decades India held that the Boundary must be settled

whole or not at all , because a sector-by-sector settle-

ment lets China bank the easy gains and keep hard

ones open . By accepting an early harvest India has

traded that bargaining position for movement , and the

calculation behind the trade is economic as much as

strategic . Manufacturing push cannot be built while

shutting out supply chains that feed it. Eight points

promise an understanding of the LAC
,
not a settled

line
,
and an understanding is precisely what 1993 &

1996 agreements already promised and never delivered.

Everything therefore rests on trust , and Chinese

Ambassador himself conceded that the deficit is serious,

which is why in the foreseeable future , it would be

prudent to be patient.
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Context

Facts

The end of  American sanctuary : New threats demand a new homeland defence

Two oceansI nuclear

arsenal which Kept American

homeland safe for 00 years
no longer do so, because

missiles
, cheap drones ,

offensive cyber operations
& counter space weapons

reach past both , and US

defences have not kept pace.

* THAAD stocks down by as much as 80 % & Patriot

by as much as 50 % after Iran war.

* Chicago Council on global affairs poll of 2024 : 19 %

of those surveyed expressed concern about foreign
threats . China

,
Russia & North Korea all possess

intercontinental missile capable of striking the
US household.
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

The cheapest weapons have caught up with the most

expensive defencess A nuclear arsenal deters a nuclear

attack and nothing else , so a state that cannot be
invaded can still be hit by a drone launched from
a lony inside its own borders. The architecture built

after 2001 was designed to catch plots by non-state
actors , and threat has since moved to states that

are already inside the infrastructure rather than

outside the border
.
The constraint is industrial ,

not technical as interceptors run out in months while

adversaries build drones by the million . India should
view this as a warning rather than as us news ,

because the same asymmetry applies to any state
that has built deterrence around a nuclear threshold

and left the space below it defended.

"The US homeland has never been as vulnerable to attack

as it is today.
" - Seth G. Jones
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Context

Facts

Re- engineering India’s grassroots administration

Measurement is

useless without an

executing agency and

proposes rebuilding the

district administration

itself around economic

development.

* District administration * At NITI Aayog governing

traditionally focused on law council meeting PM called

& onder , revenue collection , district-level GDP

implementation of welfare estimates
,
to more economic

schemes
,
disaster management measurement from top

& the coordination of govern- down national aggregates
ment departments. to grassroots assessments .
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Analytical Crux

Verbatim Quotes

District GDP tells us where the economy is weak
,
but the

officer who receives number was trained to keep order ,
collect revenue and run schemes , and no part of the

district's reporting holds him answerable for whether

people had to leave to find work. The proposal is

therefore to change the office rather than data , &

its sharpest more is the council , which places
elected representatives and citizens inside decision-

making structure. The panchayatI municipality

barely appear , which sits awkwardly with the 11th
& 12th schedules and view as deconcentration within

the bureaucracy rather than devolution to elected
local government. The re-engineered district admin-
istration should be facilitator , coordinator , catalyst
& problem solver.

"The governing philosophy must be to create and

manage the environment .
"

- GN Bajpai
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1. PSIR 2026, Paper II: Accelerating of Chinese influence across South 
Asia is fundamentally reshaping the region's geopolitical landscape. This is 
a big foreign policy challenge for India. Analyse.

2. PSIR 2026, Paper II: What role does identity and technology play in the 
conceptualisation of Defensive realism?

3. GS 2026, Paper II: "Transparency and accountability in governance are 
not about controlling corruption but about creating the trust of stakeholders 
in the policy process by following the Rule of Law and Participatory 
Governance." Comment.

4. GS 2025, Paper II: "In contemporary development models, decision-
making and problem-solving responsibilities are not located close to the 
source of information and execution defeating the objectives of 
development." Critically evaluate.

5. PSIR 2024, Paper II: Does the idea of the 21st century as 'Asian 
century' continue to remain feasible given the growing friction between 
India and China?

6. PSIR 2023, Paper II: Discuss the various constraints on American 
hegemony today. Which of these are likely to become more prominent in 
the future?








