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From G7 to D10: Why the World’s Democracies Should Finally Name Their Coalition

Context

The world’s leading industrial
democracies have been meeting as a
group of ten at every G7 summit without
admitting that they form a coalition.
This arrangement should be named D10
and India’s annual invitation turned into a
permanent seat.

Facts

The ten together command : roughly 60
per cent of global GDP.

India : attended the G7 outreach
for seven consecutive years since
2019.

The D10 idea : US State Department policy-planning staff around 2008 → Atlantic
Council 2014 → Boris Johnson 2020 on 5G and Huawei.
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Analytical Crux

India’s difficulty with the G7 is that its place is renewed each year by invitation
and its access depends on who holds the chair rather than on any settled rule. 
The resistance to naming the D10 does not come from India; it comes from
continental Europe. They fear that a named bloc would harden the world into
camps and complicate cooperation on problems that respect no ideology, and an
unpredictable United States has made that fear stronger. However, the
informality looks like flexibility only in calm weather: once trade, technology and
finance are used as instruments of coercion, an unnamed coalition stops being a
diplomatic convenience and starts being a place to hide. 

Verbatim Quotes

“In a world where trade, tech and finance are increasingly turned into
instruments of coercion, the answer is not fewer coalitions but clearer
ones.”

— Ajay Bisaria
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What’s in a Name? Nomenclature Diplomacy Says Much About Changing Geopolitics

Context

The American decision to drop the ‘Indo’
prefix from its Pacific Command, alongside
the growing weight of BRICS, signals that
Washington no longer defines the eastern
strategic landscape on its own.

Facts

The ‘Indo’ prefix : added in 2018 and
removed on 16 June 2026 — reverted to
United States Pacific Command,
USPACOM.

New Development Bank : reduces
BRICS dependence on the Bretton
Woods institutions and mitigates
exchange-rate risk by prioritising
local currency financing.

Department of Defense renamed Department of War, September 2025; Gulf of
Mexico renamed Gulf of America, January 2025.
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Analytical Crux

A name is a claim, and withdrawing a name is the withdrawal of a claim. ‘Indo-
Pacific’ was never a description of water; it was an assertion that the Indian and
Pacific oceans form one theatre and that India carries weight inside it. Dropping
the prefix therefore costs Washington nothing operationally, but it tells every
capital in Asia where American attention sits. The growth of BRICS as a buffer
against sanctions and extra-territorial jurisdiction means the lexicon of the ‘rules-
based order’ is written in more than one place. Therefore, the retraction of
expansive American nomenclature alongside the rise of regional clusters of power
hints at the gradual end of the unipolar geopolitical order. 

Verbatim Quotes

“For centuries, geography provided the grammar of strategy. The
theatre of war extends as much into the realm of cognitive manipulation
and narrative engineering as it does into that of conventional armed
conflict.”

— Tanuj Samaddar
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Pakistan’s westward turn — strategic depth or overstretch

Context

Pakistan has been signing defence agreements
across West Asia, and this expanding footprint
either gives Islamabad real depth against India
or ties it to quarrels it cannot afford.

Facts

Pakistan–Kuwait : defence cooperation
agreement on 27 August 2026.

Saudi Arabia–Turkey–Pakistan :
trilateral defence cooperation
framework stipulated that an armed
attack against one member would be
regarded as an attack against all.

Pakistan–Saudi Arabia : strengthen military interoperability and pursue defence-
industrial cooperation, including joint technology development and production.
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Analytical Crux

Pakistan’s move west is old, but what is new is that it has been put on paper, with a
secretariat, a Secretary-General and a mutual-defence clause. The issue is that
commitments of this kind are free until they are invoked, and Houthi attacks on Saudi
Arabia are already asking the first question. If Riyadh calls, does Islamabad answer? 
These roles are compatible when regional tensions are manageable; they become
irreconcilable when they are not. For India the way forward is neither alarm nor
complacency. A Pakistani army that must spread its attention across Iran, Saudi Arabia,
the Gulf, Yemen and the Red Sea has less of it to spend on India, while the Gulf states have
deep economic and strategic stakes in India that New Delhi should keep deepening.
Therefore, the deeper Pakistan becomes embedded in West Asian security arrangements,
the harder it will become to remain aloof from the region’s conflicts. 

Verbatim Quotes

“What is new, therefore, is not Pakistan’s involvement in West Asia but
its increasing institutionalisation. But strategic depth can easily become
strategic overstretch.”

— Mohammed Ayoob
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UPSC LINK

• GS 2026, Paper II: “BRICS acts as a powerful counterweight in global
governance, actively amplifying the voice and influence of the Global South.”
Explain the role of BRICS in projecting itself as an alternative to other
groupings.

• PSIR 2025, Paper II: Would you agree with the contention that India’s
inclination to lean on a ‘more aggressive hyper-realist posture’ has gained a
new momentum in the aftermath of the Pahalgam terrorist strike? Comment.

• GS 2025, Paper II: “Energy security constitutes the dominant kingpin of
India’s foreign policy, and is linked with India’s overarching influence in
Middle Eastern countries.” How would you integrate energy security with
India’s foreign policy trajectories in the coming years?

• PSIR 2024, Paper II: “India and USA have become such strong strategic
partners that they need not become formal allies.” Comment.

• PSIR 2024, Paper II: “India has of late, chosen to debunk non-alignment in
its pursuit of multi-alignment.” Comment.

• PSIR 2024, Paper II: Discuss the rationale behind replacing the “Asia-
Pacific” strategy with the new term “Indo-Pacific” strategy.
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